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Florida Senate - 2002 CS for SB 1238

By the Cormittee on Health, Aging and Long-Term Care; and
Senat or Jones

317-1855-02
Abill to be entitled

An act relating to health coverage for
di spl aced workers; authorizing the Agency for
Health Care Administration to make paynents for
nedi cal assistance and rel ated services and for
subsidies for certain health insurance coverage
for specified unenpl oyed persons and their
fam lies; providing for determnation of
eligibility; providing a finding of inportant
state interest; providing effective dates and
an expiration date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. (1) Subject to specific federal

aut hori zation, the Agency for Health Care Administration may

nmake paynents for nedical assistance and rel ated services on

behal f of persons and the famlies of persons who becane or

becones unenpl oyed for reasons other than gross ni sconduct
after Septenber 11, 2001, and who is not eligible for
i nsurance coverage under the Consolidated Omi bus Budget

Reconciliation Act of 1985 (COBRA) or health care insurance

under the Florida Health I nsurance Coverage Conti nuation Act.

Paynent on behalf of these Medicaid eligible persons is

subject to the availability of noneys and any linitations

establi shed by the General Appropriations Act or chapter 216.

(2) This section shall take effect on the effective

date of federal |egislation authorizing the expansion of

Medi cai d coverage to persons who becone or becane unenpl oyed

after Septenber 11, 2001, if such federal |egislation provides

for enhanced federal Medicaid nmatching rates for paynments on
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behal f of persons uninsured after Septenber 11, 2002, and

shal | expire on Decenber 31, 2002
Section 2. (1) For persons who becone or becane

unenpl oyed after Septenber 11, 2001, who are eligible for

i nsurance coverage under the Consolidated Omi bus Budget
Reconciliation Act of 1985 (COBRA), the Agency for Health Care
Adm ni stration nay subsidize up to 25 percent of the prem um

for such person and for that person's fanmly, subject to the

availability of noneys and any linmtations established by the

Ceneral Appropriations Act or chapter 216, Florida Statutes.

(2) For persons who becone or becane unenpl oyed after

Septenber 11, 2001, who are eligible for continuing coverage

under the Florida Health I nsurance Coverage Conti nuation Act,

the Agency for Health Care Administration may subsidize up to

75 percent of the prem umfor such person and for that

person's famly, subject to the availability of nbneys and any

limtations established by the General Appropriations Act or
chapter 216, Florida Statutes.
(3) Eligibility for the subsidy under subsection (1)

or subsection (2) shall be determ ned by the Departnent of

Children and Fanmily Services.

(4) This section shall take effect on the effective

date of federal legislation authorizing a 75-percent prenium

subsidy for persons eligible for COBRA i nsurance coverage who

becone or becane unenpl oyed after Septenber 11, 2001, and
shal | expire on Decenber 31, 2002
Section 3. The Legislature finds that the provisions

of this law fulfill an inportant state interest.

Section 4. Except as otherw se specifically provided
inthis act, this act shall take effect upon becomng a | aw
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STATEMENT OF SUBSTANTI AL CHANGES CONTAI NED | N
COW TTEE SUBSTI TUTE FOR
Senate Bill 1238

The Comittee Substitute for SB 1238 allows th
Health Care Administration to make paynents fo
assi stance on behalf of persons, and the fam|l
unenpl oyed after September 11, 2001; adds a r
t hese persons not have been termnated frome o]

ross msconduct, and not be eligible for continu

he Florida Health Insurance Covérage Continuatio
b ubject to

a
bi e
I's by the CGeneral
; a

0

g

Agency for
nedi cal
es of persons,
equi renment t hat
| oyment due to
nuati on under
n Act; adds a

reqU|renent that the provisions of the
avail abl e nonies and [imtations estab
APProprlatlons Act or chaPter 216, F.S,; rovision to
ow the A encY for h Care Adm ni st n to subsidize
uB to 75 percen the premium for continuing covera e under
e Florida Heal th In surance Coverage Conti nuation Ac adds a
P artnment of ildren and Famly SerV|ces
ility; adds a finding that the provisions
n inportant state interest; and provides
upontHecgn}Pg a |l aw, except as ot herw se
In il

|
shed
adds
rati
u

requi rement for,
to determ ne e
of the | aw ful

3

CODING:Words st+ieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




