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Fl ori da House of Representatives - 2002 HB 1259
By Representative Arza

A bill to be entitled

An act relating to pupil progression; anending
S. 232.245, F.S.; requiring student retention
when certain docunented acadeni c defici encies
have not been corrected; revising criteria for
student retention based on readi ng deficiency
in the elenentary school grades; del eting an
exenption; providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Subsections (3) and (4) of section 232. 245,
Fl orida Statutes, are anended to read

232.245 Pupil progression; renedial instruction
reporting requirenents. --

(3) Each student nust participate in the statew de
assessnent tests required by s. 229.57. Each student who does
not neet specific levels of performance as determ ned by the
di strict school board in reading, witing, science, and
mat hematics for each grade | evel, or who does not neet
specific levels of performance, deternined by the Conm ssioner
of Education, on statew de assessnents at sel ected grade
| evel s, nust be provided with additional diagnostic
assessnments to deternine the nature of the student's
difficulty and areas of acadenic need. The school in which the
student is enrolled nust develop, in consultation with the
student's parent or |egal guardian, and rust inplenent an
academ ¢ i nprovenent plan designed to assist the student in
neeting state and district expectations for proficiency. Each
pl an rmust include the provision of intensive renedial
instruction in the areas of weakness. Renedial instruction
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provi ded during high school may not be in lieu of English and
mat hematics credits required for graduation. Upon subsequent
eval uation, if the docunented deficiency has not been
corrected in accordance with the academ c i nprovenent plan

t he student shall may be retained. Each student who does not
neet the m ni num perfornmance expectations defined by the
Conmi ssi oner of Education for the statew de assessnent tests
in reading, witing, science, and mathenmatics nust continue
renedi al or supplenental instruction until the expectations
are nmet or the student graduates from high school or is not
subj ect to compul sory school attendance.

(4) Any student who exhibits substantial deficiency in
readi ng skills, based on locally deterni ned assessnents
conducted before the end of grade 1 or 2, or based on teacher
reconmendati on, nust be given intensive reading instruction
i mediately following the identification of the reading
deficiency. The student's reading proficiency nust be
reassessed by locally deternined assessnent or based on
teacher recommendation at the beginning of the grade follow ng
the intensive reading instruction, and the student nust
continue to be given intensive reading instruction until the
readi ng deficiency is renedied. |If the student's readi ng
deficiency, as deternined by the | ocally determ ned assessnent
at grades 1 and 2, er—by—the—statewde—assesstent—at—grade—3+
is not renedied by the end of grade 3 as denonstrated by
scoring at level 2 or higher 4—antd—+f—thestudent—scores
betow-the—specitie—tevet—of——performance on the statew de
assessnent test in reading for grade 3, the student nust be
ret ai ned. FThetocal——school—board—ray—exenpt—a—student—Ff+om
mandatory—+etent-on—for—goot—cause

Section 2. This act shall take effect July 1, 2002.
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HOUSE SUMVARY

Revi ses provisions relating to student retention based on
academ c performance
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