Fl ori da House of Representatives - 2002 CS/HB 1275

By the Conmittee on Colleges & Universities and
RepresSentatives Rubio and Arza

1 Abill to be entitled

2 An act relating to the Florida Bright Futures
3 Schol arshi p Program anending s. 240. 4015,

4 F.S., relating to the Florida Bright Futures

5 Schol arshi p Testing Program revising

6 provisions relating to the use of specified

7 exam nations for purposes of awardi ng coll ege
8 credit; expanding the testing programto

9 i ncl ude Florida Gold Seal Vocational Schol ars;
10 clarifying provisions relating to the award of
11 credit; deleting obsolete provisions; revising
12 provisions relating to payment for

13 exam nations; requiring the Departnment of

14 Education to provide a financial incentive to
15 students for passing exam nations; requiring
16 the departnent to contract for centralized

17 adm ni strative services; anending s. 240.40203,
18 F.S.; revising provisions relating to the

19 maxi mum nunmber of credit hours for which a
20 student may receive a Florida Bright Futures
21 Schol ar shi p; anendi ng ss. 240.40205, 240. 40206,
22 and 240.40207, F.S.; requiring Florida Academ c
23 Schol ar, Florida Merit Scholar, and Florida
24 Gol d Seal Vocational Scholar award recipients
25 to have taken exam nations or the equival ent
26 required by the Florida Bright Futures
27 Schol arshi p Testing Program conform ng
28 provi sions; providing an effective date.
29
30| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
31
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Section 1. Section 240.4015, Florida Statutes, is
anended to read:
240. 4015 Florida Bright Futures Schol arship Testing

Program - -
(1) By Jdanvary—1—2602,-The Articul ation Coordinating
Committee shall identify the mninmmscores, naxinmumcredit,

and course or courses for which credit is to be awarded for

each GoHegetevelr—Exanmnation—Program{(CEP)—general
exaffaton,—CEEP—stbject—exanmnation—Col | ege Board Advanced

Pl acenent Program exani nation, and |nternational Baccal aureate
exam nation, or other exami nation approved by a state

university or community college. In addition, the Articul ation

Coordinating Comrittee shall identify such courses in the
general education core curriculum of each state university and
community col |l ege

(2) Each conmunity college and state university mnust
award credit for specific courses for which conpetency has
been denonstrated by successful passage of one of these
exam nations unless the award of credit duplicates credit
al ready awarded. Community col |l eges and universities nmay not
exenpt students from courses without the award of credit if
conpet enci es have been so denobnstrated. |If a student achi eves

a passing score as identified by the Articul ation Coordinating

Committee on an examnation required by this section, the

student shall receive credit equivalent to successfully

conpl eting the equival ent course as identified by the

Articulation Coordinating Conmttee in a state university or

community coll ege, provided that such credit is not

duplicative of credit already earned by the student.

(3) Beginning with initial award recipients for the
2002- 2003 academ ¢ year and continuing thereafter, in order to
2
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receive a Florida Bright Futures Schol arshi p, a student

i i i shall, prior to

regi stering for courses that nay be earned through an approved
a—C€LEP examination and no later than registration for the
thetr+ second term conplete at |east five exaninations f+oem
those—specitied—in—subseet+on—{(1)rin any of the foll ow ng
areas: English; humanities; mathematics; natural sciences; and
soci al sciences. Successful conpletion of dual enroll nent

cour ses, Advanced Pl acenent exam nations, and | nternati ona
Baccal aureate exaninations in these areas nay be used to taken
proer—to—high—schoot—graduation satisfy this requirenent. The
Articulation Coordinating Conmmttee shall identify the

exam nations that satisfy each conponent of this requirenent.
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(4) €6y The credit awarded pursuant to this section to
students who are enrolled in associate or baccal aureate degree

| evel prograns shall apply toward the 120 hours of coll ege

credit required pursuant to s. 240.115(6).
(5) The Departnent of Education shall negotiate with

exam nation providers to provide for exam nations and test

admi ni stration services on a cost effective, | owest cost per

test avail abl e basis.
(6) The Departnent of Education shall provide a $50
incentive to each student for each approved exam nation passed

that is required in this section

The Departnent of Education shall adninister this testing

programfor all students in the state in order to track and

annual |y report on the effectiveness of the program-and in
order to deternine eligibility for schol arship prograns. These

reports shall include information on the nunber of students

participating in the program the nunber of approved €EP

exam nations taken and the passage rate of Florida Acadenic
Schol ars, and Florida Merit Scholars, and Florida Cold Sea
Vocati onal Scholars award recipients; the use of Advanced

Pl acenent and | nternati onal Baccal aureat e exam nati ons and
4
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dual enrollnment courses to satisfy the requirenents of the
program and the course credit provided.
(8) The Departnent of Education shall contract for

centralized adninistrative services for this program to

include: a website with appropriate links for student

registration; delivery of on-line test preparation, study

gui des, and practice tests; recordkeeping; and technica

support.
(9) Funding for the Florida Bright Futures Schol arship

Testing Programas set forth in this section nust be all ocated

fromthe Educational Enhancenent Trust Fund and nust be

provided for after allocations to the Cassroons First Program

and the Florida Bright Futures Schol arship Program but prior

to the calculation of allocations for disbursenent to other

educational entities. Such funding shall include, but is not

limted to, paynent for the required exani nations, paynent of

the incentives, and paynent for the contracted adnmi nistrative

servi ces.

Section 2. Subsection (2) of section 240.40203,
Fl orida Statutes, is anended to read:

240. 40203 Florida Bright Futures Schol arship Program
student eligibility requirenents for renewal awards.--

(2) A student who is enrolled in an associate or

baccal aureate degree level & programthat termnates in an

assoctate—degree—or a baccal aureate degree nmay receive an

award for not nore than 120 credit hours. If the & maxi num ef

+16—pereent—of—the nunber of credit hours required to conplete

t he program exceeds 120 credit hours, the student may receive

an award up to the maxi num nunber of credit hours required to

conpl ete the program A student who is enrolled in a program

that terminates in a technical certificate nmay receive an
5
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award for afexirumof—110-—percent—of—the—eredi-t—hours—or
etock—hours—t+egqured—to—conptete—theprogram up to 90 credit

hours. A student who transfers fromone of these program
| evel s to another becones eligible for the higher of the two
credit hour limts.

Section 3. Subsection (1) of section 240.40205,

Fl orida Statutes, is anended to read:

240. 40205 Florida Acadeni ¢ Schol ars award. - -

(1) A student is eligible for a Florida Acadenic
Scholars award if the student neets the general eligibility
requirenents for the Florida Bright Futures Schol arship
Program and t he student:

(a) Has achieved a 3.5 weighted grade point average as
cal cul ated pursuant to s. 240.40202, or its equivalent, in
hi gh school courses that are adopted by the Board of Regents
and recommended by the State Board of Comrunity Coll eges as
col | ege- preparatory academni ¢ courses; and

(b) Has attained at |east the score identified by
rul es of the Departnent of Education on the conbi ned verba
and quantitative parts of the Scholastic Aptitude Test, the
Schol astic Assessnent Test, or the recentered Schol astic
Assessnent Test of the Coll ege Entrance Exam nation, or an
equi val ent score on the Anerican Coll ege Testing Program or

(c) Has attended a hone education program according to
S. 232.0201 during grades 11 and 12 or has conpl eted the
International Baccal aureate curriculumbut failed to earn the
I nternational Baccal aureate Di pl oma, and has attai ned at | east
the score identified by rules of the Departnent of Education
on the conbined verbal and quantitative parts of the
Schol astic Aptitude Test, the Schol astic Assessnent Test, or
the recentered Schol astic Assessnent Test of the Coll ege

6
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1| Entrance Examination, or an equival ent score on the Anerican

2| Coll ege Testing Program or

3 (d) Has been awarded an International Baccal aureate

4| Diploma fromthe International Baccal aureate Ofice; or

5 (e) Has been recognized by the nerit or achi evenent

6 | prograns of the National Merit Schol arship Corporation as a

7| scholar or finalist; or

8 (f) Has been recogni zed by the National Hispanic

9 | Recognition Program as a schol ar reci pient.

10

11 | Efectivewth—the—1998-1999——sehool—year-A student nust

12 | conplete a program of comunity service work, as approved by
13| the district school board or the adm nistrators of a nonpublic
14 | school, which shall include a mninumof 75 hours of service
15| work and require the student to identify a social problemthat
16 | interests himor her, develop a plan for his or her personal
17 | invol venent in addressing the problem and, through papers or
18 | other presentations, evaluate and reflect upon his or her

19 | experience. Beginning with initial award recipients for the

20 | 2002- 2003 acadeni c year and continuing thereafter, in order to
21| receive a Florida Acadenic Scholars award, a student nust have
22 | taken five approved exaninations or the equival ent as required
23 |in s. 240.4015.

24 Section 4. Subsection (1) of section 240.40206,

25| Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

26 240. 40206 Florida Merit Schol ars award. - -

27 (1) A student is eligible for a Florida Merit Scholars
28 | award if the student neets the general eligibility

29 | requirenments for the Florida Bright Futures Schol arship

30 | Program and t he student:

31
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(a) Has achieved a wei ghted grade point average of 3.0
as cal cul ated pursuant to s. 240.40202, or the equivalent, in
hi gh school courses that are adopted by the Board of Regents
and recommended by the State Board of Comrunity Coll eges as
col | ege-preparatory academni c courses; and

(b) Has attained at |east the score identified by
rul es of the Departnent of Education on the conbi ned verba
and quantitative parts of the Scholastic Aptitude Test, the
Schol astic Assessnent Test, or the recentered Schol astic
Assessnent Test of the Coll ege Entrance Exam nation, or an
equi val ent score on the Anerican Coll ege Testing Program or

(c) Has attended a hone education program according to
S. 232.0201 during grades 11 and 12 or has conpl eted the
International Baccal aureate curriculumbut failed to earn the
I nternational Baccal aureate Di ploma, and has attai ned at | east
the score identified by rules of the Departnent of Education
on the conbined verbal and quantitative parts of the
Schol astic Aptitude Test, the Schol astic Assessnent Test, or
the recentered Schol astic Assessnent Test of the Coll ege
Entrance Exami nation, or an equival ent score on the Anerican
Col | ege Testing Program

Beginning with the initial award recipients for the 2002-2003

academ ¢ year and continuing thereafter, in order to receive a

Fl orida Merit Scholars award, a student nust have taken five

approved exani nations or the equivalent as required in s.
240. 4015.
Section 5. Subsections (1) and (4) of section
240. 40207, Florida Statutes, are anended to read:
240. 40207 Florida Gold Seal Vocational Schol ars
award. --The Florida Gold Seal Vocational Scholars award is
8

CODING:Words st+ieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




© 00 N o O WDN PP

W WNNNNMNNMNNNMNNNNRRRERRPRPEPR R R R
P O © 0 N O 00~ WNIERPLO O N DWNPER O

Fl ori da House of Representatives - 2002 CS/HB 1275
184-319- 02

created within the Florida Bright Futures Schol arshi p Program
to recogni ze and reward academ ¢ achi evenent and vocationa
preparation by high school students who wish to continue their
educat i on.

(1) A student is eligible for a Florida Gold Seal
Vocational Scholars award if the student neets the genera
eligibility requirenents for the Florida Bright Futures
Schol arshi p Program and the student:

(a) Conpletes the secondary school portion of a
sequential programof studies that requires at |east three
secondary school vocational credits taken over at |east 2
academ c years, and is continued in a planned, rel ated
post secondary education program |If the student's school does
not offer such a two-plus-two or tech-prep program the
student nust conplete a job-preparatory career education
program sel ected by the Wrkforce Estinmating Conference or
Workforce Florida, Inc., for its ability to provide hi gh-wage
enpl oynment in an occupation with high potential for enploynent
opportunities. On-the-job training may not be substituted for
any of the three required vocational credits.

(b) Denonstrates readi ness for postsecondary education
by earning a passing score on the Florida College Entry Level
Pl acenent Test or its equivalent as identified by the
Depart nent of Educati on.

(c) Earns a mninmum cunul ati ve wei ghted grade point
average of 3.0, as calculated pursuant to s. 240.40202, on al
subj ects required for a standard hi gh school diplong,
excl udi ng el ective courses.

(d) Earns a mini mum unwei ghted grade poi nt average of
3.5 on a 4.0 scale for secondary vocational courses conprising
t he vocati onal program

9
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1 (e) Conpletes the requirenments of a vocational -ready
2| diploma program as defined by rules of the State Board of

3 | Educati on.

4 (f) Beginning with initial award recipients for the

5] 2002- 2003 acadeni c year and continuing thereafter, has taken
6| five approved exaninations or the equivalent as required in s.
7 | 240. 4015.

8 (4) A student may earn a Florida Gold Seal Vocationa
9 | Schol arshi p for 1io—percent—of—thenurber—of——eredit—hours

10 | regui+red—to—conptete—theprogramup to 90 credit hours or the
11 | equivalent. A Florida Gold Seal Scholar who has a cunul ative
12 | grade point average of 2.75 in all postsecondary education

13 | work attenpted may apply for a Florida Merit Scholars award at
14 | any renewal period. Al other provisions of that program

15| apply, and the credit-hour linitation nust be cal cul ated by
16 | subtracting fromthe student's total eligibility the nunber of
17 | credit hours the student attenpted while earning the Gold Sea
18 | Vocati onal Schol ar shi p.

19 Section 6. This act shall take effect July 1, 2002.
20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

31
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