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1 Abill to be entitled

2 An act relating to the Florida Bright Futures
3 Schol arshi p Program anending s. 240. 4015,

4 F.S., relating to the Florida Bright Futures

5 Schol arship Testing Program revising

6 provisions relating to the use of specified

7 exam nations for purposes of awardi ng coll ege
8 credit; clarifying provisions relating to the
9 award of credit; deleting obsol ete provisions;
10 revising provisions relating to paynent for

11 exam nations; requiring the Departnment of

12 Education to provide a financial incentive to
13 students for passing exani nations; authorizing
14 Fl orida Gold Seal Vocational Scholars to take
15 up to five approved exam nations; requiring the
16 departnment to contract for centralized

17 admi ni strative services; providing a linitation
18 to the cost associated with contracting for

19 centralized adm nistrative services; providing
20 for funding; anmending s. 240.40202, F.S.
21 requiring a Florida Bright Futures Schol arship
22 Eval uati on Report and Key; requiring student
23 report cards to contain certain infornmation
24 amendi ng s. 240.40203, F.S.; revising
25 provisions relating to the nmaxi nrum nunber of
26 credit hours for which a student may receive a
27 Fl orida Bright Futures Schol arshi p; requiring
28 Fl ori da Acadeni c Schol ars and Florida Merit
29 Scholars award recipients to neet certain
30 requirenments in order to renew schol arshi ps;
31
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anmendi ng s. 240. 40207, F.S.; conform ng
provi sions; providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
Section 1. Section 240.4015, Florida Statutes, is

amended to read:
240. 4015 Florida Bright Futures Schol arship Testing

Program - -
(1) By Jdanuvary—1—2602,-The Articul ation Coordinating
Committee shall identify the mninmmscores, naxinmumcredit,

and course or courses for which credit is to be awarded for
each Col |l ege Level Exanination Program (CLEP) genera

exam nati on, CLEP subject exam nation, College Board Advanced
Pl acenent Program exani nation, and |nternational Baccal aureate
exam nation, or other nationally recogni zed exani nation

approved by the Florida Board of Education. In addition, the

Articul ation Coordinating Conmttee shall identify such
courses in the general education core curriculumof each state
university and community coll ege.

(2) Each conmunity college and state university mnust
award credit for specific courses for which conpetency has
been denonstrated by successful passage of one of these
exam nations unless the award of credit duplicates credit
al ready awarded. Community col |l eges and universities may not
exenpt students from courses without the award of credit if
conpet enci es have been so denobnstrated. |If a student achi eves

a passing score as identified by the Articul ation Coordinating

Committee on an examnation required by this section, the

student shall receive credit equivalent to successfully

conpl eting the equival ent course as identified by the
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Articulation Coordinating Conmttee in a state university or

community coll ege, provided that such credit is not

duplicative of credit already earned by the student.

(3) Beginning with initial award recipients for the
2002- 2003 academ ¢ year and continuing thereafter, students
eligible for a Florida Academ ¢ Scholars award or a Florida
Merit Schol ars award who—are—adni-ttedto—and—enrotH—in—=a
conmuni-ty—coHege—or—state—university shall, prior to
regi stering for courses that nay be earned through a CLEP
exam nati on or an approved exam nation and no |later than

regi stration for the their+ second term conplete at |east five
exam nati ons fromthoese—speeciiiedin—subsecton—~{3-in any of
the followi ng areas: English; humanities; mathematics; natura
sci ences; and social sciences. Successful conpletion of dua
enrol | rent courses, Advanced Pl acenent exam nations, and

I nternational Baccal aureate exam nations in these areas may be

used to taken—prior—tohigh——school—graduation satisfy this

requirenment. The Articulation Coordinating Comrttee shal

identify the exam nations that satisfy each conponent of this

requirenent.
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(4) €6y The credit awarded pursuant to this section to

students who are enrolled in associate or baccal aureate degree

| evel prograns shall apply toward the 120 hours of coll ege

credit required pursuant to s. 240.115(6).
(5) The Departnent of Education shall negotiate with

exam nation providers to provide for exam nations and test

admi ni stration services on a cost-effective, | owest cost per

t est avail abl e basi s.
(6) The Departnent of Education shall provide a $50
i ncentive to each student for each CLEP exam nation or

approved exam nation passed that is required in this section
(7) Florida Gold Seal Vocational Scholars award

reci pients may choose, prior to registering for courses in

which credit nmay be earned through an approved exam nation, to

conplete up to five approved exam nations in any of the

followi ng areas: English; hunmanities; nathenatics; natura

sci ences; and soci al sciences. Such students who achi eve a

passing score on a CLEP exani nation or an approved exani nation

shal |l receive credit equivalent to successfully conpleting the

equi val ent course as provided in subsection (2). Florida Gold

Seal Vocational Schol ars who achi eve a passing score on an
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1| approved exanination shall also receive the $50 per test

2| incentive provided in subsection (6).

3

4

5

6 | hours—for—which—eredit—ts—awardedpursuant—to—this—seetion—

7 (8) Beginanng—wth—the2002-—2003—award—reciprents;—The

8 | Departnent of Education shall admnister this testing program

9] for all students in the state in order to track and annually
10 | report on the effectiveness of the program;—ant¢ These reports
11 | shall include information on the nunber of students
12 | participating in the program the nunber of €EP exani nations
13 | taken and the passage rate of Florida Academ c Schol ars, and
14| Florida Merit Scholars, and Florida Gold Seal Vocationa
15| Schol ars award recipients; the use of Advanced Pl acenent and
16 | Internati onal Baccal aureate exani nati ons and dual enroll ment
17 | courses to satisfy the requirenents of the program and the
18 | course credit provided.
19 (9) The Departnent of Education shall contract for
20| centralized adninistrative services for this program to
21| include a website with appropriate |inks for student
22 | registration; delivery of online test preparation, study
23 | guides, and practice tests; recordkeeping; and technica
24 | support. The cost per student associated with contracting for
25| centralized administrative services shall not exceed the cost
26 | incurred to adninister the Florida Bright Futures Schol arship
27 | Testing Programin the 2001-2002 fiscal year
28 (10) Funding for the Florida Bright Futures
29 | Schol arship Testing Programas set forth in this section nust
30| be allocated fromthe Educational Enhancenent Trust Fund and
31| nust be provided for after allocations to the O assroons First
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1| Programand the Florida Bright Futures Schol arshi p Program but

2| prior to the calculation of allocations for dishursenent to

3| other educational entities. Such funding shall include, but

4]1is not linmted to, paynent for the required exam nations,

5| paynent for the optional exam nations, paynent of the

6 | incentives, and paynent for the contracted administrative

7 | services.

8 Section 2. Subsection (4) of section 240.40202,

9| Florida Statutes, is renunbered as subsection (5) and a new
10 | subsection (4) is added to said section to read:
11 240. 40202 Florida Bright Futures Schol arship Program
12 | student eligibility requirenents for initial awards.--
13 (4) Each school district shall annually provide to
14 | each high school student a conplete and accurate Florida
15| Bright Futures Schol arshi p Eval uati on Report and Key. The
16 | report shall be disseninated at the begi nning of each schoo
17 | year. The report nust include all high school coursework
18 | attenpted, the nunber of credits earned toward each type of
19 | award, and the cal cul ati on of the grade point average for each
20 | award. The report nust also identify all requirenents not net
21 | per award, including the grade point average requirenent, as
22| well as identify the awards for which the student has net the
23 | academi c requirenents. The student report cards nust contain a
24 | disclosure that the grade point average cal cul ated for
25 | purposes of the Florida Bright Futures Schol arship Program may
26 | differ fromthe grade poi nt average on the report card.
27 Section 3. Subsection (2) of section 240.40203
28 | Florida Statutes, is anended, and subsection (3) is added to
29| said section, to read:
30 240. 40203 Florida Bright Futures Schol arship Program
31| student eligibility requirenents for renewal awards.--
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(2) A student who is enrolled in an associate or

baccal aureate degree level & programthat termnates in an

assoctate—degree—or a baccal aureate degree nmay receive an
award for not nore than the a maxi mum ef—116—perecent—of—the

nunber of credit hours required to conplete the program A

student who is enrolled in a programthat terninates in a
technical certificate may receive an award for a—fexirumof
1+16—perecent—of—the—credit—hours—or—ctockhoturs—reguiret—to
conptete—the—program up to 90 credit hours. A student who
transfers fromone of these program|evels to another becones
eligible for the higher of the two credit hour limts.

(3) Beginning with the initial award recipients for

t he 2002- 2003 academ c year and continuing thereafter, Florida

Acadeni c Scholars and Florida Merit Scholars award recipients

nmust al so have net the required test requirenents in s.
240. 4015(3) in order to renew the schol arshi p.

Section 4. Subsection (4) of section 240.40207,
Fl orida Statutes, is anended to read:

240. 40207 Florida Gold Seal Vocational Schol ars
award. --The Florida Gold Seal Vocational Scholars award is

created within the Florida Bright Futures Schol arshi p Program
to recogni ze and reward academ ¢ achi evenent and vocationa
preparation by high school students who wish to continue their
educat i on.

(4) A student may earn a Florida Gold Seal Vocationa

Schol arshi p for 16-——perecent—of—thenunber—of—credit—hours
reguired—to—conptete—theprogramup to 90 credit hours or the

equivalent. A Florida Gold Seal Scholar who has a cunul ative
grade point average of 2.75 in all postsecondary education
work attenpted nay apply for a Florida Merit Scholars award at
any renewal period. Al other provisions of that program
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apply, and the credit-hour limtation nust be cal cul ated by
subtracting fromthe student's total eligibility the nunber of
credit hours the student attenpted while earning the Gold Sea
Vocati onal Schol arshi p.

Section 5. This act shall take effect July 1, 2002.
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