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By Representative Machek

1 A bill to be entitled

2 An act relating to water supplies; anending s.
3 259.03, F.S.; revising definition of "water

4 resource devel opnent project" in provisions

5 relating to conservation and recreation | ands,
6 to provide funding for facilities that treat,
7 store, transport, or distribute reclained water
8 or stormvater for reuse; anending s. 373.621

9 F.S.; encouraging the Departnent of

10 Envi ronnental Protection and water nmanagenent
11 districts to issue |longer-duration consunptive
12 use pernmits for applicants inplenenting water
13 conservation neasures; anending s. 378. 207,

14 F.S.; providing land reclamation criteria for
15 areas designated as water resource caution

16 areas; anmending s. 403.1835, F.S.; providing
17 for lowinterest loans to provide certain water
18 pol lution control financial assistance;

19 providing legislative intent that water
20 managenent districts devel op a water resources
21 i nformati on program by a specified date;
22 providing for subnmittal of information to
23 certain legislative conmittees; providing for a
24 study to identify incentives for use of
25 reclai ned water to augnent certain water
26 supplies; requiring the departnent to issue
27 study reports; providing for the assistance of
28 a technical advisory comittee; providing
29 permtting considerations a water nanagenent
30 district nust grant to water supply project
31 appl i cants when the project is consistent with
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1 t he applicable regional water supply plan

2 providing an effective date.

3

4] Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

5

6 Section 1. Subsection (6) of section 259.03, Florida
7| Statutes, is anended to read:

8 259.03 Definitions.--The followi ng terns and phrases
9 | when used in this chapter shall have the nmeanings ascribed to
10| themin this section, except where the context clearly

11| indicates a different neaning:

12 (6) "Water resource devel opnent project” neans a

13 | project eligible for funding pursuant to s. 259. 105 that

14 | i ncreases the anpbunt of water available to neet the needs of
15| natural systens and the citizens of the state by enhancing or
16 | restoring aquifer recharge, facilitating the capture and

17 | storage of excess flows in surface waters, or pronoting reuse.
18 | The inplenentation of eligible projects under s. 259.105

19 | includes land acquisition, |and and water body restoration

20 | aqui fer storage and recovery facilities, surface water

21 | reservoirs, and other capital inprovenents. The term does not
22 | include construction of treatnent, transm ssion, or

23 | distribution facilities, with the exception of facilities

24 | which treat, store, transport, or distribute reclai ned water
25| or stormmvater for reuse.

26 Section 2. Section 373.621, Florida Statutes, is

27 | anended to read:

28 373.621 Water conservation.--The Legislature

29 | recogni zes the significant value of water conservation in the
30| protection and efficient use of water resources. Accordingly,
31| consideration in the adm nistration of ss. 373.223, 373.233,
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1| and 373. 236 shall be given to applicants who inplenment water
2 | conservation practices pursuant to s. 570.085 or other

3 | applicabl e water conservation neasures as determ ned by the

4 | departnent or a water managenent district. The departnent or a
5| water managenent district shall consider issuing and is

6 | encouraged to issue a permit for a |longer duration pursuant to
7]s. 373.236 for pernit applicants under part Il who propose

8 | i npl enenti ng wat er conservati on neasures that conserve nore

9 | water than the average or typical neasures enpl oyed by the

10 | industry or type of water use or that result in nore efficient
11 | water use than is typical or average for the industry or type
12 | of water use.

13 Section 3. Subsection (1) of section 378.207, Florida
14 | Statutes, is anended to read:

15 378.207 Reclamation criteria and standards. --

16 (1) The departnent, by rule, shall adopt statew de

17 | criteria and standards for reclamation. Such rules shal

18 | recogni ze that surface mning takes place in diverse areas

19 | where the geol ogi c, topographic, and edaphic conditions are
20 | different, and that reclamati on operations and the
21 | specifications therefor may vary accordingly. The rules,
22 | recogni zing technological limtations and econonic
23 | considerations, shall require the return of the natura
24 | function of wetlands or a particular habitat or condition to
25| that in existence prior to mining. However, in areas
26 | desi gnated as water resource caution areas, the reclamtion
27 | shall be acceptable if it pronptes water resource devel opnent
28 | consistent with the regional water supply plan approved
29 | pursuant to s. 373.0361 and shall be deened to satisfy the
30| public interest criteria in s. 373.414(1).
31
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Section 4. Paragraph (b) of subsection (3) of section
403. 1835, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

403.1835 Water pollution control financial
assi st ance. - -

(3) The departnent may provide financial assistance
t hrough any program aut hori zed under s. 603 of the Federa
Water Pollution Control Act (Cean Water Act), Pub. L. No.
92-500, as anended, including, but not Iimted to, naking
grants and | oans, providing | oan guarantees, purchasing | oan
i nsurance or other credit enhancenents, and buying or
refinancing | ocal debt. This financial assistance nust be
admi ni stered in accordance with this section and applicable
federal authorities. The departnent shall adm nister al
prograns operated from funds secured through the activities of
the Florida Water Pollution Control Financing Corporation
under s. 403.1837, to fulfill the purposes of this section

(b) The departnent may make or request the corporation
to nmake |l oans, grants, and deposits to other entities eligible
to participate in the financial assistance prograns authorized
under the Federal Water Pollution Control Act, or as a result
of other federal action, which entities may pledge any revenue
available to themto repay any funds borrowed. Notw thstandi ng

s. 18.10, the departnent nay nmke deposits to financial

institutions that earn |l ess than the prevailing rate for

United States Treasury securities with correspondi ng

maturities for the purpose of enabling such financial

institutions to nake bel owmarket interest rate |oans to

entities qualified to receive |oans under this section and the

rul es of the departnent.

Section 5. To aid in the devel opnent of a better

understandi ng of Florida' s unique surface and groundwat er
4
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sources, it is the intent of the Legislature that the water

managenent districts undertake a coordinated effort to devel op

an illustrative public service programthat depicts the

current status of nmjor surface and groundwater sources. This

program shall be designed to provide information that shows

the water levels of aquifers and water bodies that are

critical to water supplies within each water nanagenent

district. It is the intent of the Legislature that the

districts develop partnerships with the local nedia to assi st

in the dissem nation of this information. Further, it is the

intent of the Legislature that this program be devel oped and

nmade available no | ater than Decenber 31, 2002. Begi nning

January 1, 2003, and every 6 nonths thereafter, the

i nformati on devel oped pursuant to this section shall be

submitted to the appropriate legislative conmttees with

substantive jurisdiction over the water managenent districts.

Section 6. The Legislature finds that within the area

identified in the Lower East Coast Regional Water Supply Pl an

approved by the South Florida Water Managenment District

pursuant to s. 373.0361, Florida Statutes, the groundwater

| evel s can benefit fromaugnentation. The Legislature finds

that the discharge of reclained water into canals for

transport and subsequent reuse can provide a portion of this

beneficial augnentation and al so provide water for

reasonabl e-beneficial uses. To inplenent these findings, the

Departnent of Environnental Protection, in consultation with

the South Florida Water Managenent District, shall conduct a

study to identify regul atory, technical, and financi al

incentives that can be provided to encourage the discharge of

reclai ned wastewater to canals for conveyance and reuse in

this area. The departnent shall issue a prelimnary witten
5
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1| report containing draft findings and recommendati ons for

2| public comrent by Novenber 1, 2002. The departnent shal

3| provide a witten report on the results of its study to the

4 | Governor and the substantive committees of the House of

5| Representatives and the Senate by January 31, 2003. The

6| report shall clearly identify regulatory, technical, or

7| financial incentives that can be provided to encourage the

8 | di scharge of reclained wastewater to canals for conveyance and
9| reuse within the area identified in the Lower East Coast

10 | Regi onal Water Supply Plan. These incentives nust be

11 | consistent with the Conprehensi ve Evergl ades Restoration Plan
12 | under s. 373.470, Florida Statutes. The departnent shal

13 | convene a technical advisory conmittee to assist in conducting
14 | the study and preparing the report. The technical advisory
15| conmittee shall include one representative each fromthe

16 | potable water utility industry, the donestic wastewater

17 | treatnment industry, the engineering profession, and busi ness
18 | and environnental organi zations. The technical advisory

19 | conmittee shall also include two nenbers of | ocal governnent,
20| one of whom shall be froma county or nmunicipality and the

21| other froma governnment with principal responsibility for the
22 | operation and nai ntenance of a water control system capabl e of
23 | conveying reclai ned wastewater for reuse. Menbers of the

24 | technical advisory committee shall serve wi thout conpensation
25| The existence and legislative findings of this section shal
26 | not be used in evaluating reuse feasibility studies submtted
27 | pursuant to s. 403.064, Florida Statutes, or to determne if
28 | the reuse of reclained wastewater is feasi bl e when eval uati ng
29 | applications for pernmits pursuant to part |l of chapter 373,
30| Florida Statutes.

31
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1 Section 7. |If a proposed water supply project is

2| consistent with the applicabl e adopted regi onal water supply

3| plan, then the water nanagenent district nust grant the

4 | applicant at | east one of the foll ow ng:

5 (1) A consunptive use permt with at |least a 10-year

6 | duration.

7 (2) An expedited permtting process for both the

8|linitial review and any subsequent renewals.

9 (3) Financial assistance with the inpl enentation of

10 | the proposed project.

11 Section 8. This act shall take effect upon becoming a

12 | | aw
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15 HOUSE SUMVARY

16 . o
Revi ses the definition of "water resource devel opnent

17 project” in provisions relating to conservation and
recreation lands, to provide funding for facilities that

18 treat, store, transport, or distriblUte reclained water or
stormnvat er for reuse. Encourages the Departnent of

19 Environnmental Protection and water nmanagenent districts
to issue longer-duration consunptive usé pernmits for

20 applicants inplenenting water conservati on neasures.
Provides land reclamation criteria for areas designhated

21 as water resource caution areas. Provides for ]
[owinterest |oans to provide certain water pollution

22 control financial assistance. Provides legislative intent
t hat wat er managenent districts develoB a water resources

23 i nformati on Pro?ran1by Decenber 31, 2002, and provides
for submttal of information to legislative commttees.

24 Provides for a study to identify incentives for use of
reclained water to augnent certain water supplles.

25 Requires the departnent to issue study. reports. and
provides for the assistance of a techhical advisor

26 commttee. Provides permtting considerations a water
managenent district nust grant to water suppIK PFOJeCt

27 appl icants when the project is consistent wt he

08 appl i cabl e regi onal water supply plan

29

30

31
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