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Florida Senate - 2002 CS for SB 1300

By the Cormittee on Ethics and El ections; and Senat or Sebesta

313-2042-02
Abill to be entitled

An act relating to voter registration; anending
s. 97.052, F.S.; authorizing the voter
regi stration application to be reproduced;
nodi fying information requested on the voter
regi stration application; anending s. 97.057,
F.S.; requiring the Departnent of H ghway
Safety and Mbtor Vehicles to forward unsi gned
voter registration applications to the
supervi sors of elections; anmending s. 97.058,
F.S.; nodifying a voter registration agency's
duties with respect to inconpleted voter
regi stration applications; anending s. 97.071
F.S.; renoving the requirenent that the
supervi sor of election's nane appear on voter
identification cards; anmending s. 97.1031
F.S.; providing for electors to change their
address on the voter registration rolls by
tel ephonic or el ectronic nmeans; anendi ng s.
98.0977, F.S.; providing for the renoval from
the registration rolls of the nanes of persons
convicted of a felony or adjudicated nentally
i nconpetent; providing for a hearing; providing
an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Subsections (1) and (2) of section 97.052,
Fl orida Statutes, are anended to read
97.052 Uniform statew de voter registration
application. - -
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(1) The departnent shall prescribe a uniform statew de
voter registration application for use in this state.

(a) The uniform statew de voter registration
application nust be accepted for any one or nore of the
fol | owi ng purposes:

1. Initial registration.

2. Change of address.

3. Change of party affiliation

4. Change of nane.

5. Replacenent of voter registration identification

card.

(b) The departnent is responsible for printing the
uni form statew de voter registration application and the voter
regi stration application formprescribed by the Federa
El ecti on Conmi ssion pursuant to the National Voter
Regi stration Act of 1993. The applications and forns nust be
di stributed, upon request, to the foll ow ng:

1. Individuals seeking to register to vote.

2. Individuals or groups conducting voter registration
prograns. A charge of 1 cent per application shall be assessed
on requests for 10,000 or nore applications.

3. The Departnent of H ghway Safety and Mt or
Vehi cl es.

4. Voter registration agencies.

5. Arnmed forces recruitnent offices.

6. Qualifying educational institutions.

7. Supervisors, who nust nake the applications and
forns available in the foll owi ng manner:

a. By distributing the applications and fornms in their
offices to any individual or group
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1 b. By distributing the applications and forns at other
2 | locations designated by each supervi sor

3 c. By mailing the applications and forns to applicants
4 | upon the request of the applicant.

5 (c) The uniform statew de voter registration

6 | application may net be reproduced by any private individual or
7 | group. However, such reproductions nmust be in the sane fornmat
8| as the uniform statew de application

9 (2) The uniform statew de voter registration

10 | application nust be designed to elicit the foll owi ng

11 ) information fromthe applicant:

12 (a) Full nane.

13 (b) Date of birth.

14 (c) Address of |egal residence.

15 (d) Mailing address, if different.

16 (e) County of |egal residence.

17 (f) Address of property for which the applicant has
18 | been granted a honestead exenption, if any.

19 (g) Race or ethnicity that best describes the

20 | appli cant:

21 1. Anerican Indian or Al askan Native

22 2. Asian or Pacific Islander

23 3. Black, not Hispanic.

24 4. \White, not Hispanic.

25 5. Hispanic.

26 (h) State or country of birth.

27 (i) thy Sex.

28 (j)t) Party affiliation.

29 (k) > Whet her the applicant needs assistance in

30 | voting.

31 (1) &)y Name and address where |ast registered.
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(m ) Last four digits of the applicant's soci al
security nunber.

(n)tM- Florida driver's |icense nunber or the
identification nunber froma Florida identification card
i ssued under s. 322.051

(0) tn)y Tel ephone number (optional).

(p) te)y Signature of applicant under penalty for false
swearing pursuant to s. 104.011, by which the person
subscribes to the oath required by s. 3, Art. VI of the State
Constitution and s. 97.051, and swears or affirns that the
information contained in the registration application is true.

(q) tp)y Whether the application is being used for
initial registration, to update a voter registration record,
or to request a replacenent registration identification card.

(r) ta)y Whether the applicant is a citizen of the
United States.

(s) tr)» That the applicant has not been convicted of a
felony or, if convicted, has had his or her civil rights
restored.

(t) sy That the applicant has not been adjudicated
mentally incapacitated with respect to voting or, if so
adj udi cated, has had his or her right to vote restored.

The registration formmnust be in plain |anguage and desi gned
so that convicted felons whose civil rights have been restored
and persons who have been adjudicated nmentally incapacitated
and have had their voting rights restored are not required to
reveal their prior conviction or adjudication

Section 2. Subsection (2) of section 97.057, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:
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97.057 Voter registration by the Departnment of H ghway
Safety and Mtor Vehicles.--

(2) The Departnent of H ghway Safety and Mot or
Vehi cl es shal |

(a) Notify each individual, orally or in witing,

t hat :

1. Information gathered for the conpletion of a
driver's license or identification card application, renewal,
or change of address can be automatically transferred to a
voter registration application

2. If additional information and a signature are
provided, the voter registration application will be conpleted
and sent to the proper election authority;

3. Information provided can also be used to update a
voter registration record;

4. Al declinations will remain confidential and may
be used only for voter registration purposes; and

5. The particular driver |license office in which the
person applies to register to vote or updates a voter
registration record will remain confidential and may be used
only for voter registration purposes.

(b) Require a driver's license exaniner to inquire
orally, or inquire in witing if the applicant is hearing
i mpai red, and whether the applicant w shes to register to vote
or update a voter registration record during the conpletion of
a driver's license or identification card application
renewal , or change of address.

1. |If the applicant chooses to register to vote or to
update a voter registration record:

a. Al applicable infornmation received by the
Departnent of Hi ghway Safety and Mbtor Vehicles in the course
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of filling out the forns necessary under subsection (1) nust
be transferred to a voter registration application

b. The additional necessary information nust be
obtai ned by the driver's |license exam ner and nust not
duplicate any information already obtained while conpleting
the forns required under subsection (1); and

c. A voter registration application with all of the
applicant's voter registration information nust be presented
to the applicant to sign.

2. If the applicant declines to register to vote,
update the applicant's voter registration record, or change
the applicant's address by either orally declining or by
failing to sign the voter registration application, the
Departnent of Hi ghway Safety and Mtor Vehicles nust keep the
declination for 2 years. The departnent shall forward any

unsi gned voter registration application to the appropriate

supervi sor of elections within 5 days after receipt.
Section 3. Subsection (7) of section 97.058, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

97.058 Voter registration agencies.--

(7) A voter registration agency nust retain
declinations for a period of 2 years, during which tine the
declinations are not considered a record of the client
pursuant to the | aws governing the agency's records. However,
a voter registration agency nust forward a copy of each

i nconpl eted voter registration application within 5 days after

receipt to the appropriate supervisor of el ections.
Section 4. Subsection (1) of section 97.071, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

97.071 Registration identification card.--
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(1) Aregistration identification card nust be
furnished to all voters registering under the pernanent single
regi stration systemand nust contain:

(a) Voter's registration nunber

(b) Date of registration.

(c) Full nane.

(d) Party affiliation.

(e) Date of birth.

(f) Race or ethnicity, if provided by the applicant.

(g) Sex, if provided by the applicant.

(h) Address of |egal residence.

(i) Precinct nunber.

(i) Name Sigrattre of supervisor.

(k) Place for voter's signature.

(1) Oher informati on deenmed necessary by the
depart nent.

Section 5. Subsection (1) of section 97.1031, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

97.1031 Notice of change of residence within the sane
county, change of nane, or change of party.--

(1) When an elector noves fromthe address nanmed on
that person's voter registration record to another address
within the sane county, the elector nust notify proevide—a
stgret—wtten—hotiHeation—of—such—eve—to6 the supervisor
and obtain a registration identification card reflecting the
new address of |egal residence. Notification may be nade by a

signed, witten notice, or by tel ephonic or el ectronic neans,

in which case the elector's birthdate nust be incl uded.
Section 6. Subsection (3) of section 98.0977, is
amended to read:
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98. 0977 Statew de voter registration database;
devel opnent and nai nt enance. - -

(3)(a) I'n adm nistering the database, each supervisor
of elections shall conpare registration infornation provi ded
by a voter with information held by the Departnent of Law
Enforcenent, the Board of Executive Cenency, the Ofice of
Vital Statistics, and other rel evant sources.

(b) The supervisor of elections shall renove fromthe

registration rolls the nane of any deceased person

(c) Information on the statew de voter registration

dat abase which indicates that a voter in one county has

subsequently registered to vote in another shall be considered

a witten request to have the voter's nane renoved fromthe

registration rolls of the first county, and the supervisor

shall renove that voter's nane fromthe rolls.

(d) If the supervisor of elections finds information
t hat suggests that a voter has been convicted of a felony and

has not had his or her civil rights restored or has been

adj udi cated nentally i nconpetent and has not had his or her

right to vote restored rs—neHg-bletor+egister—to—vote, the

supervi sor of elections shall notify the voter by certified

United States nail. The notification shall contain a
statenent concerning as—te the reason for the voter's
potential ineligibility to regrster—to vote and shall request
information fromthe voter on forns provided by the supervisor
‘ol . . I I i nald . . I
, et

e. As an alternative, the voter nmay attend a hearing

at a tine and place specified in the notice. If there is

evi dence that the notice was not received, notice nust be

gi ven once by publication in a newspaper of genera
8
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circulation in the county. The notice nust plainly state that

the voter is potentially ineligible to be registered to vote

and nust state a tine and place for the person to appear to

show cause why his or her nane should not be renpved fromthe

voter registration rolls. Afiter reviewing the infornation

veter, if the supervisor ef—eleetions determines that the
voter is not eligible to vote under the laws of this state,

t he supervi sor ef—eteetions shall notify the voter by
certified United States mail that he or she has been found
ineligible to register to vote in this state, shall state the
reason for the ineligibility, and shall informthe voter that
he or she has been wH—be renoved fromthe voter registration
rolls. The supervisor shall renove fromthe voter registration

rolls the nane of any voter who fails to respond within 30

days to the notice sent by certified mail or to attend the

heari ng.
1. Upon hearing all evidence, the supervisor nust

determ ne whether there is sufficient evidence to strike the

person's nane fromthe registration books. If the supervisor

determ nes that there is sufficient evidence, he or she nust

stri ke the nane.

2. Appeal may be taken to the circuit court in the

county where the person was registered. Notice of appeal nust

be filed within the tine and in the manner provided by the

Florida Rul es of Appellate Procedure and acts as supersedeas.

Trial in the circuit court is de novo and governed by the

rules of that court. Unless the person shows that his or her

nane was erroneously or illegally stricken fromthe

regi stration books or that he or she is indigent, the person

nmust bear the costs of the trial in the circuit court.
9
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1| Gherwise, the cost of the appeal nust be paid by the board of

2 | county comm ssi oners.

3 Section 7. This act shall take effect upon becoming a

4] | aw

5

6 STATEMENT OF SUBSTANTI AL CHANGES CONTAI NED I N

7 O M sinate Br il 1300
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9| The comm ttee substitute differs fromthe original bill in
that it; Revises the statew de voter reglstraglon appl i cation

10| to elicit the state or country of birth of the applicant and
requires voter registration agencies to forward | nconpl et ed
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