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Fl ori da House of Representatives - 2002 CS/ HB 1343
By the Council for Conpetitive Commerce and

Representatives Stansel, Bean, Brown, Spratt, Kilnmer and
Kendri ck

Abill to be entitled
An act relating to the Small County Technica
Assi stance Program anending s. 163.05, F. S
revising legislative findings; providing
criteria for contracts between the Conmi ssi oner
of Agriculture and program provi ders; deleting
responsibilities of the Conptroller and the
Legi sl ative Comrittee on | ntergovernnental
Rel ati ons; authorizing the Conm ssioner of
Agriculture to award contracts to provide
assi stance to small counties; requiring the
Conmi ssioner of Agriculture to provide fisca
oversi ght and perfornance reviews; providing an
appropriation; providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Paragraphs (a) and (c) of subsection (1)
and subsections (4), (5, (6), (7), (8), and (9) of section
163. 05, Florida Statutes, are anended to read:

163.05 Smmll County Technical Assistance Program --

(1) Anong snall counties, the Legislature finds that:

(a) The percentage of the popul ation of small counties
residing in the unincorporated areas is relatively high based
on the United States Decennial Census of 2000 and—increased
stbstantiaH-y—between—1980—and—1990.

(c) Fiscal shortfalls persist even though 12 33 of the

smal | counties levied the maxi num ad valoremnill age
authorized in their jurisdictions in 2001 4996 and an

addi tional 15 43 small counties |evied between 8 and 10 mlls.
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1 (4) The Commi ssi oner of Agricul ture CenptrotH-er shal

2| enter into contracts with program provi ders who shall:

3 (a) Be a foundation that nmeets the requirenents for

4 | nonprofit status under s. 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue

5] Code with a governing board which includes in its nenbership

6 | county conmm ssioners and professional staff of the county

7 ; ; ;

8 | er—entity.

9 (b) Have substantial and docunented experi ence worKking
10| closely with county governnents in providing both educationa
11 | and technical assi stance.

12 (c) tb)y Use existing resources, services, and

13| information that are available fromstate or |ocal agencies,
14 | universities, or the private sector

15 (d) te) Seek and accept funding from any public or

16 | private source

17 t—Annuvat-y—subrt—nfermation—to—asstst—the

18 | tegistative—Committee—on—tntergovernrenta—Retations—n

19 | prepartng—aperformance—+eviewthat—wH—inetude—an—-analysts
20 | ef—the—etfectiveness—of—theprogram-

21 (e) Assist small counties in devel oping alternative
22 | revenue sources.

23 (f) Provide assistance to small counties in the areas
24 | such as eof financial managenent, accounting, investing,

25 | purchasi ng, planning and budgeting, debt issuance, public

26 | managenent, nmnagenent systens, conputers and infornmation

27 | technol ogy, econonic and community devel opnent, and public

28 | saf ety managenent.

29 (g) Provide for an annual independent financial audit
30 | of the program

31
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1 (h) In each county served, conduct a needs assessnent
2 | upon which the assistance provided for that county will be

3 | desi gned.

4 (5)(a) The Conmi ssioner of Agriculture Conptrotter

5] shall issue a request for proposals to provide assistance to
6| small counties. The request for proposals shall be required no
7| nore frequently than every third year beginning with fisca

8 | year 2004-2005. Al contracts in existence on the effective

9] date of this act between the Conptroller and any other party
10| with respect to the Small County Techni cal Assistance Program
11 | may be accepted by the Comm ssioner of Agriculture as the

12 | party in interest and said contracts shall remain in ful

13| force and effect according to their terns. At—the+eguest—of
14 | o Her—t4 et ot .

15 I Lot b . . I . F
16 | the—reguest—for—proposats—

17 (b) The Commi ssi oner of Agricul ture CenptroH-er shal
18 | revi ew each contract proposal subnitted

23 | recommendations—

24 (c) td)y The Conmi ssi oner of Agricul ture CerptrotHter—and
25 | the—eounett shall consider the following factors in review ng
26 | contract proposals:

27 1. The denonstrated capacity of the provider to

28 | conduct needs assessnents and i npl enent the program as

29 | proposed.

30 2. The nunber of small counties to be served under the
31 | proposal
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3. The cost of the program as specified in a proposed
budget .

4. The short-termand |long-term benefits of the
assistance to small counti es.

5. The formand extent to which existing resources,
services, and information that are avail able from state and
| ocal agencies, universities, and the private sector will be
used by the provider under the contract.

(6) A decision of the Conm ssioner of Agriculture
ConptrotHer to award a contract under this section is fina

and shall be in witing wth—a—ecopyprovided—to—the
tegi-stative—Commi-ttee—on—tntergovernnental—Retations.

seeti-on—
(7) 8 The Commi ssi oner of Agricul ture ConptroH-er

shal | provide fiscal oversight to ensure that funds expended

for the programare used in accordance with the contracts
entered into pursuant to subsection (4) and shall conduct a

perfornance revi ew of the program as may be necessary to

ensure that the goals and objectives of the program are being

met .
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Section 2. Specific Appropriation 2252 in the

2002- 2003 General Appropriations Act is hereby repeal ed and an

i dentical anmount is hereby appropriated to the Departnment of

Agriculture and Consuner Services fromthe General Revenue

Fund for the purposes of this act.
Section 3. This act shall take effect June 30, 2002.
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