Florida Senate - 2002 SB 1392
By Senator Klein

28-1039- 02

1 Abill to be entitled

2 An act relating to econonic devel opnent;

3 creating the "Florida Energing and Strategic

4 Technol ogi es Act"; creating s. 121.155, F. S

5 providing legislative findings relating to the
6 relationship between availability of capita

7 and the devel opnent of high-technol ogy

8 busi nesses; expressing legislative intent that
9 Florida Retirenment Systeminvestnents

10 conpl enent econoni ¢ devel opnent strat egi es;

11 requiring staff of the State Board of

12 Administration to review certain econom c

13 devel opnent informati on; expandi ng annua

14 report requirenents; anending s. 159.26, F. S
15 decl aring, for purposes of the Florida

16 I ndustrial Devel opnent Financing Act, that the
17 information technology industry is vital to the
18 econony of the state; providing that the

19 advancenent of infornmation technology is a
20 pur pose underlying the act; anending s. 159. 27,
21 F.S.; redefining the term"project" to include
22 information technology facilities; defining the
23 term"information technol ogy facility";
24 anending s. 159.705, F.S.; specifying that
25 certain entities may operate a project |ocated
26 in a research and devel opnent park and financed
27 under the Florida Industrial Devel opnent
28 Fi nanci ng Act; anmending s. 240.105, F.S.
29 providing that the mission of the state system
30 of postsecondary education includes supporting
31 econom ¢ devel opnent of the state; anending s.
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1 240.710, F.S.; revising duties relating to the
2 Di gital Media Education Coordination G oup

3 el i m nati ng obsol ete provisions; providing for
4 the group to subnit an annual report; anending
5 s. 288.108, F.S.; specifying that the

6 i nformation technol ogy sector is a high-inpact
7 sector for the purposes of a grant programfor
8 i nvestnents by certain businesses; anending s.
9 445,045, F. S.; reassigning responsibility for
10 devel opnent and nmmi nt enance of an information
11 t echnol ogy pronotion and workforce recruitnment
12 website to Workforce Florida, Inc.; requiring
13 consi stency and conpatibility with other

14 i nformati on systens; authorizing Wrkforce

15 Florida, Inc., to secure website services from
16 outside entities; requiring coordination of the
17 i nformati on technol ogy website with other

18 mar keti ng, pronotion, and advocacy efforts;

19 aut hori zi ng Workforce Florida, Inc., to act

20 t hrough the Agency for Wrkforce I nnovation in
21 fulfilling its responsibilities related to the
22 website; directing the agency to provide

23 services to Wrkforce Florida, Inc.; providing
24 | egislative findings and intent relating to

25 establ i shnent of joint-use advanced

26 digital -nmedi a research and production

27 facilities; authorizing the Ofice of Tourism
28 Trade, and Econoni c Devel opnent to create a

29 program supporting establishnment of the

30 facilities; prescribing the purposes of the

31 facilities; specifying powers and duties of the
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office relating to establishnent of the
facilities; defining the term"digital nedia";
requiring a report to the Legislature on
reconmended funding levels for the facilities;
providing effective dates.

WHEREAS, Enterprise Florida, Inc., has sector
strategi es devoted to Florida's health technol ogy industry and
i nformation technol ogy industry, and

WHEREAS, the health technol ogy industry and information
technol ogy i ndustry represent val ued and growi ng sectors of
Fl orida's econony, and

WHEREAS, these industries enploy Floridians at high
aver age wages, and

WHEREAS, these industries are domi nated by snal
enpl oyers and entrepreneurs who look to the state, its
communi ti es, econonic devel opnent organi zations, and community
coll eges and universities to provide an environnent that wll
nurture their devel opnent, and

VWHEREAS, these industries have identified i ssues
relating to workforce devel opnent, transfer of technology from
universities, availability of capital, and econonic
devel opnent nmarketing and prograns as affecting their
viability and devel opnent, and

WHEREAS, the issues affecting the viability and
devel opnent of these industries are also critical to other
energi ng and strategic high-technology industries that are
critically inportant to the econonic devel opnent of the state,
and

WHEREAS, hi gh-technol ogy industries inprove the quality
of life for all Floridians, and

3
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WHEREAS, in recognition of weakeni ng econonic
conditions in the state, exacerbated by the terrorist attacks
of Septenber 11, 2001, the Legislature finds that it is
important to stinulate business activity, diversify the
state's econony, and further devel op hi gh-technol ogy
i ndustri es, NON THEREFORE,

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. This act may be cited as the "Florida

Energi ng and Strategi c Technol ogies Act."

Section 2. Section 121.155, Florida Statutes, is
created to read
121. 155 Investnents in support of econonic devel opnent

strategies; legislative findings and intent.--
(1) The Legislature finds that:
(a) The recruitnent, retention, and expansi on of

hi gh-t echnol ogy busi nesses constitute a principal economc

devel opnent strategy of the state.

(b) High-technol ogy busi nesses have the potential to

contribute significantly to the prosperity of the state and

its residents through the creation of enploynent opportunities

and through the generation of revenues into the econony.

(c) A significant barrier to the growth of

hi gh-technol ogy busi nesses in the state is caused by a | ack of

access to sources of capital to support the activities of

t hose busi nesses.
(d) The State Board of Administration, through the
i nvestnent of funds of the System Trust Fund, has the ability

to influence the availability of capital in the marketpl ace

for businesses |located in the state.
4
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(e) The investnent of funds of the System Trust Fund

in a manner consistent with the econom ¢ devel opnent goal s of

the state enhances the prospects for fulfillnent of those

goal s.
(2) It is the intent of the Legislature that the State
Board of Admi nistration, consistent with sound i nvest nent

policy and with the investnment provisions set forth in ss.

215. 44-215.53, continue to nmaxin ze opportunities for

i nvesting and reinvesting avail abl e funds of the System Trust

Fund in a manner that is consistent with, and that supports

fulfillnment of, the econom c devel opnent strategies of the

state, including investing and reinvesting funds in support of

the capital needs of energing and strategic high-technol ogy

busi nesses located in the state. It is further the intent of

the Legislature that the State Board of Administration, in

supporting fulfillnment of the econonm c devel opnent strategies

of the state, establish partnerships, when feasible, with

venture capital firns designed to facilitate investnent of

venture capital in high-technol ogy businesses |located in this

state.
(3) Staff of the State Board of Adninistration shal
regularly solicit information fromEnterprise Florida, |nc.

concerni ng those hi gh-technol ogy busi ness sectors that

research indicates have significant potential to contribute to

t he econonic devel opnent of the state, and shall provide that

information to the I nvestnent Advisory Council created under
s. 215.444.

(4) As part of the annual report required under s.
215.44, the State Board of Adm nistration shall describe those
i nvestnent activities undertaken during the year which are in

5
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1| furtherance of the findings and i ntent expressed in this

2| section.

3 Section 3. Section 159.26, Florida Statutes, is

4 | anended to read:

5 159. 26 Legislative findings and purposes.--The

6 | Legislature finds and decl ares that:

7 (1) The agriculture, tourism urban devel opnent,

8| historic preservation, information technol ogy, educati on, and

9| health care industries, anpng others, are vital to the econony
10| of the state and to the welfare of the people and need to be
11 | enhanced and expanded to i nprove the conpetitive position of
12 | the state;

13 (2) There is a need to enhance ot her economc activity
14 ) in the state by attracting nanufacturing devel opnent, business
15| enterprise managenent, and other activities conducive to

16 | economic pronotion in order to provide a stronger, nore

17 | bal anced, and stable econony in the state, while providing

18 | t hrough pollution control and otherwi se for the health and

19 | safety of the people;

20 (3) In order to inprove the prosperity and wel fare of
21| the state and its inhabitants; to i nprove education, living

22 | conditions, and health care; to pronpote the preservation of

23| historic structures; to pronote the rehabilitation of

24 | enterprise zones; to pronote inproved transportation; to

25 | pronote effective and efficient pollution control throughout
26 | the state; to pronote the advancenent of education and science
27 | and research in and the econonic devel opnent of the state; to
28 | pronpte the advancenent of information technol ogy;and to

29 | i ncrease purchasi ng power and opportunities for gainfu

30| enploynent, it is necessary and in the public interest to

31| facilitate the financing of the projects provided for in this

6
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part and to facilitate and encourage the planning and

devel opnent of these projects without regard to the boundaries
bet ween counties, nunicipalities, special districts, and other
| ocal governnental bodies or agencies in order to nore
effectively and efficiently serve the interests of the

great est nunber of people in the w dest area practicable; and

(4) The purposes to be achieved by such projects and
the financing of themin conpliance with the criteria and
requirenents of this part are predonminantly the public
purposes stated in this section, and such purposes inpl enent
t he governnental purposes under the State Constitution of
providing for the health, safety, and welfare of the people,

i ncluding inplenenting the purpose of s. 10(c), Art. VIl of
the State Constitution.

Section 4. Subsection (5) of section 159.27, Florida
Statutes, is anended and subsection (25) is added to that
section to read:

159. 27 Definitions.--The followi ng words and terns,
unl ess the context clearly indicates a different neaning,
shal | have the follow ng neani ngs:

(5) "Project" neans any capital project conprising an
i ndustrial or manufacturing plant, a research and devel opnent
park, an information technology facility,an agricultura

processing or storage facility, a warehousing or distribution
facility, a headquarters facility, a tourismfacility, a
convention or trade show facility, an urban parking facility,
a trade center, a health care facility, an educationa
facility, a correctional or detention facility, a notion
picture production facility, a preservation or rehabilitation
of a certified historic structure, an airport or port
facility, a commercial project in an enterprise zone, a
7
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pollution-control facility, a hazardous or solid waste
facility, a social service center, or a mass conmmuting
facility, including one or nore buildings and ot her
structures, whether or not on the sane site or sites; any
rehabilitation, inprovenent, renovation, or enlargenent of, or
any addition to, any buildings or structures for use as a
factory, a mll, a processing plant, an assenbly plant, a
fabricating plant, an industrial distribution center, a
repair, overhaul, or service facility, a test facility, an
agricultural processing or storage facility, a warehousing or
distribution facility, a headquarters facility, a tourism
facility, a convention or trade show facility, an urban
parking facility, a trade center, a health care facility, an
educational facility, a correctional or detention facility, a
notion picture production facility, a preservation or
rehabilitation of a certified historic structure, an airport
or port facility, a commercial project in an enterprise zone,
a pollution-control facility, a hazardous or solid waste
facility, a social service center, or a mass commuting
facility, and other facilities, including research and

devel opnent facilities and information technology facilities,

for manufacturing, processing, assenbling, repairing,
overhaul i ng, servicing, testing, or handling of any products
or comodities enbraced in any industrial or manufacturing
plant, in connection with the purposes of a research and
devel opnent park, or other facilities for or used in
connection with an agricultural processing or storage
facility, a warehousing or distribution facility, a
headquarters facility, a tourismfacility, a convention or
trade show facility, an urban parking facility, a trade
center, a health care facility, an educational facility, a
8
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correctional or detention facility, a notion picture
production facility, a preservation or rehabilitation of a
certified historic structure, an airport or port facility, or
a commercial project in an enterprise zone or for controlling
air or water pollution or for the disposal, processing,
conversion, or reclamtion of hazardous or solid waste, a
soci al service center, or a mass conmmuting facility; and
including also the sites thereof and other rights in |and

t heref or whether inproved or uni nproved, nachi nery, equi pnent,
site preparation and | andscaping, and all appurtenances and
facilities incidental thereto, such as warehouses, utilities,
access roads, railroad sidings, truck docking and sinil ar
facilities, parking facilities, office or storage or training
facilities, public lodging and restaurant facilities, dockage,
whar f age, solar energy facilities, and other inprovenents
necessary or conveni ent for any manufacturing or industrial

pl ant, research and devel opnent park, information technol ogy

facility,agricultural processing or storage facility,
war ehousing or distribution facility, tourismfacility,
convention or trade show facility, urban parking facility,
trade center, health care facility, educational facility, a
correctional or detention facility, notion picture production
facility, preservation or rehabilitation of a certified
historic structure, airport or port facility, commercial
project in an enterprise zone, pollution-control facility,
hazardous or solid waste facility, social service center, or a
mass comuting facility and any one or nore conbinations of
t he foregoing.

(25) "Information technology facility" neans a

buil ding or structure, including infrastructure such as roads,

power, water, network access points, and fiber optic cable
9
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1| leading to the structure, which is used to house busi nesses

2| classified within the followi ng codes of the North Anerican

3] Industry Cassification System (NAICS): 334111 (electronic

4 | conputer manufacturing), 334112 (conputer storage device

5| manufacturing), 334113 (conputer terninal nanufacturing),

6 | 334119 (other conputer peripheral equi prent nanufacturing),

7| 334613 (magnetic and optical recordi ng nedi a manufacturing),

8| 334418 (printed circuit assenbly manufacturing), 334411

9 |(el ectron tube manufacturing), 334412 (bare printed circuit

10 | board nmanufacturing), 334413 (seniconductor and rel ated device
11 | manufacturing), 334417 (el ectronic connector manufacturing),
12 | 334611 (software reproducing), 541512 (conputer systens design
13 | services), 51421 (data processing services), 514191 (on-line
14 | informati on services), 811212 (conputer and office machi ne

15| repair and nmi ntenance), 44312 (conputer and software

16 | stores-retail), 541519 (other conputer rel ated services),

17 | 42143 (conputer and conputer peripheral equi pnent and software
18 | whol esal ers), 51121 (software publishers), 541511 (custom

19 | conputer progranm ng services), and 61142 (conputer training).
20| The termal so includes joint-use advanced digital nedia

21 | research and production facilities created pursuant to

22 | authority fromthe Legislature to enable the Ofice of

23| Tourism Trade, and Econonic Devel opnent to adninister a

24 | programfacilitating the establishnent and nai nt enance of such
25| digital nedia facilities.

26 Section 5. Subsection (10) of section 159.705, Florida
27 | Statutes, is anended to read:

28 159. 705 Powers of the authority.--The authority is

29 | aut hori zed and enpower ed:

30 (10) O her provisions of law to the contrary

31| notwithstanding, to acquire by | ease, w thout consideration

10
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1| purchase, or option any | ands owned, admi ni stered, nanaged,

2| controlled, supervised, or otherwi se protected by the state or
3| any of its agencies, departnents, boards, or commissions for

4 | the purpose of establishing a research and devel opnent park

5| subject to being first designated a research and devel opnent

6 | authority under the provisions of ss. 159.701-159.7095. The
7 | authority may cooperate with state and local politica

8 | subdivisions and with private profit and nonprofit entities to
9| inplenment the public purposes set out in s. 159.701. Such

10 | cooperation may include agreenents for the use of the

11 | resources of state and local political subdivisions, agencies,
12 ) or entities on a fee-for-service basis or on a cost-recovery
13| basis. A project that is located in a research and devel opnent
14 | park and is financed under the provisions of the Florida

15| I ndustrial Devel opnent Financing Act may be operated by a

16 | research and devel opnent authority, a state university, a

17 | Florida comunity college, or a governnental agency if the

18 | purpose and operation of the project is consistent with the
19 | purposes and policies specified in ss. 159.701-159. 7095.

20 Section 6. Section 240.105, Florida Statutes, is

21 | anended to read

22 240. 105 Statenent of purpose and m ssion. --

23 (1) The Legislature finds it in the public interest to
24 | provide a system of higher education which is of the highest
25| possible quality; which enables students of all ages,

26 | backgrounds, and levels of incone to participate in the search
27 | for know edge and i ndivi dual devel opnent; which stresses

28 | undergraduate teaching as its main priority; which offers

29 | sel ected professional, graduate, and research prograns with
30 | enphasis on state and national needs; which fosters diversity
31| of educational opportunity; which pronotes service to the

11
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1| public; which pronotes econonic devel opnent of the state;

2 | which nmakes effective and efficient use of human and physica
3 | resources; which functions cooperatively with other

4 | educational institutions and systens; and whi ch pronotes

5] internal coordination and the w sest possible use of

6 | resources.

7 (2) The mission of the state system of postsecondary
8 | education is to devel op hunman resources, to di scover and

9 | di ssem nate know edge, to extend know edge and its application
10 | beyond the boundaries of its canpuses, and to serve and

11 | stinulate society by devel oping in students hei ght ened

12 | intellectual, cultural, and hunane sensitivities; scientific,
13 | professional, and technol ogi cal expertise; and a sense of

14 | purpose. lnherent in this broad mnission are nethods of

15| instruction, research, extended training, and public service
16 | designed to educate people, pronbte the econom c devel opnent
17 | of the state,and i nprove the hunan condition. Basic to every
18 | purpose of the systemis the search for truth.

19 Section 7. Section 240.710, Florida Statutes, is
20 | anended to read:
21 240.710 Digital Media Education Coordi nati on Goup. --
22 (1) The Division of Colleges and Universities of the
23 | Departnent of Educati on Beard—of—Regents shall create a
24 | Digital Media Education Coordi nati on G oup conposed of
25 | representatives of the universities within the State
26 | University Systemthat shall work in conjunction with the
27 | Di vi si on bepartrent—of—FEducation—the—StateBoard of Community
28 | Col l eges, the Ofice of Tourism Trade, and Econonic
29 | Devel opnent,and the Articulation Coordinating Cormittee en
30 | the—devetoprrent—oef—a——ptanr to enhance Florida's ability to neet
31| the current and future workforce needs of the digital nedia

12
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i ndustry. The foll owi ng purposes of the group shall be
included in its plan devel opment process:

(a) Coordination of the use of existing acadenic
prograns and research and faculty resources to pronote the
devel opnent of a digital nedia industry in this state.

(b) Address strategies to inprove opportunities for
interdisciplinary study and research within the enmerging field
of digital nedia through the devel opnent of tracts in existing
degree prograns, new interdisciplinary degree prograns, and
interdisciplinary research centers.

(c) Address the sharing of resources anbng
universities in such a way as to allow a student to take
courses fromnmultiple departnents or multiple educationa
institutions in pursuit of conpetency, certification, and
degrees in digital information and nedi a technol ogy.

(2) \Where practical, private accredited institutions
of higher learning in this state should be encouraged to

partici pate.

(3)t4) The Digital Media Education Coordination G oup

shal | submit an annual report of its activities with any

reconmendations for policy inplenmentation or funding to the

Fl ori da Board of Education and +ts—ptan to the President of

13
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t he Senate and the Speaker of the House of Representatives by
February 1 of each year no—tater—than—Jdandvary—1—200%.

Section 8. Paragraph (i) of subsection (6) of section
288.108, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

288. 108 Hi gh-inpact business. --

(6) SELECTI ON AND DESI GNATI ON OF HI GH | MPACT
SECTORS. - -

(i) For the purposes of this subsection, the

seni conduct or a—high—+npact—sector—econsists—of—the—st+con

technol ogy sector and the information technol ogy sector are
that—Enterprise—+Horida—tnre—has found to be focused around
the type of high-inpact businesses for which the incentive
created in this section stubseetiont i s designed. These sectors
reguired—and will create the kinds of econom c seeter—and
economy—wi-de benefits that justify the use of state resources
as econoni c devel opnent incentives. Further, the use of state

resources to encourage investnent in these sectors is

necessary te—encottrage—these—tnvestrents—antd—r+egure
stbstantial—nducerents to conpete with the incentive packages

of fered by other states and nations. For the purposes of this

subsection and s. 220.191, the term"information technol ogy

sector"” includes, but is not linmted to, the digital nedia

sector as defined by Enterprise Florida, Inc., and approved by

the Ofice of Tourism Trade, and Econoni c Devel opnent.
Section 9. Section 445.045, Florida Statutes, is
anended to read:

445, 045 Devel opnent of an Internet-based system for
i nformation technol ogy i ndustry pronotion and workforce
recruitment. --
(1) Workforce Florida, Inc., is responsible for
di recti ng The—bepartrent—of—tabor—and—Enptoyrent—Security
14
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shaH—faciHtate—efforts—to—ensure the devel opnent and

nmai nt enance of a website that pronotes and markets the

i nformation technology industry in this state. The website
shal | be designed to informthe public concerning the scope of
the information technol ogy industry in the state and shal

al so be designed to address the workforce needs of the

i ndustry. The website shall include, through links or actua
content, information concerning infornmation technol ogy

busi nesses in this state, including links to such businesses;
i nformati on concerni ng enpl oynent avail abl e at these

busi nesses; and the neans by which a jobseeker may post a
resume on the website.

(2) Workforce Florida, |nc., the—bepartrwent—of—tabor
ant—Erptoyrrent—Seeur+ty shall coordinate with the State

Technol ogy O fice and the Agency for Wrkforce | nnovation

Vorkforee—Dbeveloprent—DBoard—of—Enterprise—Ftorida—tne—to

ensure |inks, where feasible and appropriate, to existing job

i nformati on websites mmintained by the state and state
agencies and to ensure that information technol ogy positions
offered by the state and state agencies are posted on the
i nformation technol ogy website.

(3) Workforce Florida, Inc., shall ensure that the

website devel oped and nmi ntai ned under this section is

consi stent, conpatible, and coordinated with the workforce

information systens required under s. 445.011, including, but

not linted to, the automated job-matching i nfornmati on system

for enployers, job seekers, and other users.

(4)(a) Workforce Florida, Inc., shall coordinate

devel opnent and nmi nt enance of the website under this section

with the state's Chief Information Oficer in the State

15
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Technology O fice to ensure conpatibility with the state's

informati on system strategy and enterprise architecture.

(b) Workforce Florida, Inc., may enter into an

agreenent with the State Technol ogy Ofice, the Agency for

Workforce | nnovation, or any other public agency with the

requisite information technol ogy expertise for the provision

of design, operating, or other technol ogical services

necessary to devel op and nmintain the website.

(c) Workforce Florida, Inc., may procure services

necessary to i nplenent the provisions of this section, if it

enpl oys conpetitive processes, including requests for

proposal s, conpetitive negotiation, and other conpetitive

processes to ensure that the procurenent results in the nost

cost-effective i nvestnment of state funds.

(5) |In furtherance of the requirenents of this section

that the website pronote and market the informati on technol ogy

i ndustry by conmunicating infornation on the scope of the

industry in this state, Wrkforce Florida, Inc., shal

coordinate its efforts with the high-technol ogy i ndustry

mar keting efforts of Enterprise Florida, Inc., under s.

288.911. Through links or actual content, the website

devel oped under this section shall serve as a forumfor

di stributing the marketing canpai gn devel oped by Enterprise
Florida, Inc., under s. 288.911. In addition, Wrkforce
Florida, Inc., shall solicit input fromthe not-for-profit

corporation created to advocate on behalf of the information

technol ogy industry as an outgrowth of the Information Service

Technol ogy Devel opnent Task Force created under chapter
99-354, Laws of Florida.
(6) In fulfilling its responsibilities under this

section, Wrkforce Florida, Inc., may enlist the assistance of
16
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and act through the Agency for Wrkforce | nnovation. The

agency is authorized and directed to provide the services that

Workforce Florida, Inc., and the agency consider necessary to

i npl erent this section.

Section 10. Joint-use advanced digital -nedia research

and production facilities.--

(1) The Legislature finds that devel opnents in digital

nedia are having, and will continue to have, a profound effect

on the state, its residents, and its businesses in areas

including, but not linmted to, information technol ogy,

sinul ation technol ogy, and filmand entertai nnent production

and distribution. The digital -nedia industry represents a

strategi c econom ¢ devel opnent opportunity for the state to

becone a global |leader in this energing and dynanic field. The

ability of the state to succeed in devel oping the

digital -nedia sector, however, depends upon having a workforce

with skills necessary to neet the denands of the industry. The

Legi sl ature further finds that the convergence of nedia and

the col | aborati on of businesses and nmulti-disciplinary

academ c research prograns will enable this state to conpete

nore successfully with other digital -nedia innovation centers

around the country and around the world. Therefore, it is the

intent of the Legislature to support the establishnment and

nmai nt enance of joint-use advanced digital -nedia research and

production facilities in the state to provide regional foca

poi nts for coll aborati on between research and education

prograns and digital -nmedia industries.

(2) Subject to legislative appropriation, the Ofice

of Tourism Trade, and Econom c Devel opnent nmay create and

admnister a programto facilitate the establishnent and

nmai nt enance of joint-use advanced digital -nedia research and
17
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production facilities at strategic |ocations around the state.

The office shall adm nister all facets of this programin

cooperation and consultation with the Ofice of Filmand

Entertai nnent; Enterprise Florida, Inc.; Wrkforce Florida

Inc.; the Digital Media Education Coordinati on Goup of the

State University System and a not-for-profit corporation that

represents information technol ogy busi nesses throughout the

state.
(3) The purposes of a joint-use advanced digital -nedia

research and production facility include:

(a) Creating opportunities for industry, academ a, and

governnent to benefit from student and researcher invol venent

in applied research and devel opnent projects and ot her

projects related to digital nedia.

(b) Pronoting paths to future enploynent for students

participating in the activities of the facility.

(c) Contributing to the devel opment of a skilled

wor kforce to support the needs of the digital-nedia industry.

(d) Facilitating the transfer of research results to

commerci al and governnment applicati ons.

(e) Integrating the efforts and activities of the

di verse, high-technology industries in the state which are

critical to the economic future of the state.

(f) Assisting producers, suppliers, and distributors

in making the transition fromwell-established passive nedia

infrastructure to a highly interactive and i nmersive nedia

i nfrastructure.

(g) Performng other functions or activities designed

to contribute to the success of the state in beconi ng a | eader

in the digital-nedia industry, as approved by the Ofice of

Tourism Trade, and Economic Devel opnent.
18
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1 (4) In carrying out its responsibilities under this

2| section, the Ofice of Tourism Trade, and Econom c

3 | Devel opnent :

4 (a) Shall develop a strategic plan for how joi nt-use

5| advanced digital -nedia research and production facilities wll
6 | be governed and for how those facilities will be funded in the
7] 1long term The office may contract for the preparation of the
8| strategic plan required by this paragraph

9 (b) May contract for the establishnent of joint-use

10 | advanced digital -nedia research and production facilities. In
11 | identifying, approving, and executing contracts, the office
12 | shall attenpt to nmaxinm ze the use and integration of existing
13| facilities and prograns in the state which are suitable for
14 | application as joint-use advanced digital-nedia facilities.
15 | Funds awarded under the contracts nmay be used to | ease or

16 | refurbish existing facilities to create state-of-the-art

17 | digital -nedi a design, production, and research | aboratories
18 | that are shared by public and private educational institutions
19 | and i ndustry partners.
20 (c) Shall ensure that funds appropriated for the
21 | programauthorized in this section are expended in a nmanner
22 | consistent with the priority needs for devel oping the
23| digital-nedia industry in this state, as identified by the
24 | organi zations listed in subsection (2).
25 (d) Shall require any entity or organi zation receivVving
26 | state funding under this section to match that funding with
27 | nonstate sources.
28 (e) Shall require any joint-use advanced digital -nedia
29 | research and production facility receiving state funds to
30| submit for approval by the office a detailed plan for the
31| operation of the facility. The operating plan nust, at a

19
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m ni nrum include provisions for the establishnment of a tenant

association, with representation by each tenant using the

facility, and for the collection of annual dues fromtenants

to support the operation and mai ntenance of the facility.

(f) Shall require any joint-use advanced digital -nedia

research and production facility receiving state funding to

submt an annual report to the office by a date established by

the office. Upon receipt of the annual reports, the office

shal | provide copies to the Governor, the President of the

Senate, and the Speaker of the House of Representatives.

(g) Shall establish guidelines and criteria governing

the application for and recei pt of funds under this section

(h) May, as part of the annual report on the business

climate of the state required under section 14.2015, Florida

Statutes, reconmend to the Legislature policies designed to

enhance the effectiveness of the programfor joint-use

advanced digital -nedia research and production facilities or

policies designed to otherwi se pronote the devel opnent of the

digital-nedia industry in the state.

(5) For the purposes of this section, the term

digital nedia" is defined as a discipline based on the

creative convergence of art, science, and technol ogy for human

expressi on, conmunication, and social interaction. The Ofice

of Tourism Trade, and Economi ¢ Devel opnent, in cooperation

and consultation with the organi zations identified in

subsection (2), shall identify specific types of businesses or

types of business activity to be included within the term

digital nedia."

Section 11. The Ofice of Tourism Trade, and Econonic

Devel opnent, the Ofice of Filmand Entertai nment, and the

Di gital Media Education Coordination Goup shall jointly
20
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report to the President of the Senate and the Speaker of the

House of Representatives by February 1, 2002, on recomended

funding levels for the programto facilitate establishnment and

nmai nt enance of joint-use advanced digital -nedia research and

production facilities as authorized by this act. The report

nmust include options based on different funding | evels and

i nformati on on the nunber and types of facilities that the

organi zations estinate could be established under each fundi ng

option. The report also nust include an assessment of the

| ong-termcosts associated with operating the facilities and

an assessnent of nonstate funding sources that could be

accessed to support establishnent and mai ntenance of the

facilities.
Section 12. This act shall take effect upon beconming a
| aw.

Rk S R R Rk Ik b S S IR Ik S kI R S I

SENATE SUMVARY

Creates the "Florida Energi ng and Strategi c. Technol ogi es
Act" to stinulate businesS activity, d!verS|fK t he
state's econony, and further devel op hi gh-technol ogy
i ndustries. (See bill for details.)

21
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