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Florida Senate - 2002 SB 1400
By Senator Crist

13-1162-02 See HB
Abill to be entitled
An act relating to public enploynent; anending
s. 112.3135, F.S.; prohibiting the enpl oynent
or pronotion of certain persons; providing an
ef fective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Section 112.3135, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

112. 3135 Restriction on enploynent of relatives.--

(1) In this section, unless the context otherw se
requires:

(a) "Agency" neans:

1. A state agency, except an institution under the
jurisdiction of the Division of Universities of the Departnent
of Educati on;

2. An office, agency, or other establishnent in the
| egi sl ative branch

3. An office, agency, or other establishnent in the
judicial branch;

4. A county;

5. Acity; and

6. Any other political subdivision of the state,
except a district school board or comunity college district.

(b) "Collegial body" neans a governnental entity
mar ked by power or authority vested equally in each of a
nunber of col | eagues.

(c) "Public official" nmeans an officer, including a
nmenber of the Legislature, the Governor, and a nenber of the
Cabi net, or an enployee of an agency in whomis vested the
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authority by law, rule, or regulation, or to whomthe
authority has been del egated, to appoint, enploy, pronote, or
advance individuals or to recomrend individuals for
appoi nt nent, enploynent, pronotion, or advancenent in
connection with enploynent in an agency, including the
authority as a nmenber of a collegial body to vote on the
appoi nt nent, enploynment, pronotion, or advancenent of

i ndi vi dual s.

(d) "Relative," for purposes of this section only,
wWith respect to a public official, means an individual who is
related to the public official as father, nother, son
daughter, brother, sister, uncle, aunt, first cousin, nephew,
ni ece, husband, wife, father-in-law, nother-in-I|aw,
son-in-law, daughter-in-law, brother-in-law, sister-in-I|aw,
st epfat her, stepnother, stepson, stepdaughter, stepbrother
stepsister, half brother, or half sister, person who is

engaged to be narried to the public officer or enployee or who

ot herwi se holds hinself or herself out as or is generally

known as the person whomthe public officer or enpl oyee

intends to marry or with whomthe public officer or enpl oyee

intends to forma household, or any other natural person

havi ng the sane | egal residence as the public officer or

enpl oyee.
(2)(a) A public official may not appoint, enpl oy,

pronmote, or advance, or advocate for appoi ntnent, enploynent,
pronotion, or advancenent, in or to a position in the agency
in which the official is serving or over which the official
exercises jurisdiction or control any individual who is a
relative of the public official. An individual may not be
appoi nted, enpl oyed, pronoted, or advanced in or to a position
in an agency if such appointnment, enploynent, pronotion, or
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1 | advancenent has been advocated by a public official, serving
2]in or exercising jurisdiction or control over the agency, who
3|lis arelative of the individual or if such appointnent,

4 | enpl oynent, pronotion, or advancenent is made by a coll egial

5| body of which a relative of the individual is a nenber

6 | However, this subsection shall not apply to appointnents to

7 | boards other than those with | and-pl anning or zoning

8| responsibilities in those nmunicipalities with | ess than 35,000
9 | popul ation. This subsection does not apply to persons serving
10 ] in a volunteer capacity who provi de energency nedi cal

11| firefighting, or police services. Such persons may receive,

12 | without losing their volunteer status, reinbursenents for the
13 | costs of any training they get relating to the provision of

14 | volunteer energency nedical, firefighting, or police services
15| and paynent for any incidental expenses relating to those

16 | services that they provide.

17 (b) Mere approval of budgets shall not be sufficient
18 | to constitute "jurisdiction or control"” for the purposes of

19 | this section.
20 (3) An agency mmy prescribe regul ations authorizing
21| the tenporary enploynent, in the event of an energency as
22 | defined in s. 252.34(3), of individuals whose enpl oynent woul d
23 | be otherwi se prohibited by this section
24 (4) Legislators' relatives may be enpl oyed as pages or
25 | nessengers during |egislative sessions.
26 Section 2. This act shall take effect July 1, 2002.
27
28
29
30
31
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HOUSE SUMVARY

Adds a person who is engaged to be married to the public
of ficer or enployee or who ot herw se holds hinself or
hersel f out as or is generally known as the person whom
the public officer or enployee intends to marry or with
whom t he public officer enpl oyee intends to forma
househol d, or any ot her natur al erson haV|n t he sane

| egal residence as the public officer oyee to the
1St of relatives subject to the antlnepotlsn1 awns.
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