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Fl ori da House of Representatives - 2002 HB 1463

. By Representatives Brutus, W/Ison, Rubio, Smith, Meadows,
Prieguez, Arza, Garcia, D az-Bal art and Bet ancourt

Abill to be entitled
An act relating to human i munodefi ci ency
virus; anending s. 381.0046, F.S.; increasing
the nunber of HIV and AIDS mnority
coordinators within the Departnent of Health;
requiring the departnment to expand its H V/ Al DS
prevention efforts in Florida's mnority
communi ti es and establish |inkage prograns for
H V-positive inmates prior to their rel ease
fromjail; deleting obsol ete |anguage;
provi di ng an appropriation; providing an
ef fective date.

VWHEREAS, H V/ AIDS is one of the state's npbst critical
public health challenges, with Florida having the third
hi ghest nunber of AIDS cases in the nation and the second
hi ghest nunber of pediatric Al DS cases, and

WHEREAS, minorities, prinmarily blacks and Hi spanics,
now constitute 61 percent of the nore than 83,000 adult and
pediatric A DS cases reported in Florida since the epidenic
began in 1981, and

WHEREAS, the HI V/ Al DS epi demi ¢ has di sproportionately
affected Florida's mnority communities, and

VWHEREAS, the total nedical and related |ifetinme costs
for a patient infected with HV may reach $175, 000 or nore,
and

WHEREAS, the Legislature finds that sustained,
conpr ehensi ve prevention efforts can have a substantial inpact
on slow ng the course of the H V/ Al DS epidenic, and

WHEREAS, the Legislature intends to decrease the nunber
of deaths of minorities due to H V/ AIDS by increasing public
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1| awareness, increasing early detection and treatnent of

2| HVAIDS in the state's mnority comunities, and increasing

3| the coordination of H V/ AIDS prevention and treatnent efforts
4]1in the state's mnority comunities, and

5 WHEREAS, the prevalence of HV/AIDS in the state's

6| jails exceeds the preval ence of HV/AIDS in the genera

7 | popul ati on, and

8 WHEREAS, recent advances in treatnment for H V/ Al DS can
9| potentially reduce the nunber of opportunistic infections and
10 | associ ated nedi cal costs and delay the onset of death due to
11 | the di sease, and

12 WHEREAS, referral to appropriate nedical and soci al

13 | services upon the release of an inmate can play a crucial role
14| in treatnent, care, and secondary prevention efforts, and

15 WHEREAS, the Legislature authorized the creation of the
16 | Mnority H 'V and AIDS Task Force to provide reconrendations on
17 | strategies to strengthen H V/ AIDS prevention, early

18 | intervention, and treatnent efforts in Florida's mnority

19 | communi ti es, NOW THEREFORE

20

21| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

22

23 Section 1. Section 381.0046, Florida Statutes, is

24 | anended to read:

25 381.0046 Statewide H 'V and Al DS prevention canpaign. --
26 (1) The Departnent of Health shall devel op and

27 | inplenent a statewide H'V and Al DS prevention canpaign that is
28 | directed towards mnorities who are at risk of HV infection
29 | The canpai gn shall include television, radio, and outdoor

30 | advertising; public service announcenents; and peer-to-peer

31 | outreach. Each canpai gn nessage and concept shall be eval uated
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with nmenbers of the target group to ensure its effectiveness.
The canpai gn shall provide information on the risk of HV and
AIDS infection and strategies to follow for prevention, early
detection, and treatnent. The canpai gn shall use culturally
sensitive literature and educational materials and pronote the
devel opnent of individual skills for behavior nodification

The canpai gn shall be expanded to include prevention

information specifically targeted to Florida's Hi spanic and

Hai ti an comuniti es.
(2) The Departnent of Health shall establish eight
foeur positions within the departnment for H 'V and Al DS regi ona

mnority coordinators and one position for a statewi de H V and
AIDS minority coordinator. The coordinators shall facilitate
statewi de efforts to inplenent and coordinate HV and Al DS
prevention and treatnent prograns. The statew de coordi nator
shall report directly to the chief of the Bureau of H 'V and
AIDS within the Departnent of Health.

(3) The Departnent of Health shall provide H V/ Al DS
outreach programs in Florida's mnority communities to

identify persons infected with H V/ AIDS. These prograns shal

address real and perceived barriers to HV testing anong
Florida's mnority popul ati ons. The—bepartrent—of—Healtth
hat—wit] . F I I . I I

(4) The departnent shall provide a programto ensure

that Hl V-positive persons are |inked with prevention, care,
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and support services. This programshall be provided in a

culturally sensitive manner to pronote prevention anong

persons who are HV positive and increase the acceptance and

delivery of care and support services in high-risk

comuni ti es.

(5) The departnent shall expand testing prograns for

H 'V, sexually transnissible diseases, and hepatitis in | oca

county jails. The departnent shall establish prograns for

Hl V- positive inmates to ensure coordi nati on and |inkage to

treat nent and secondary prevention nessages upon their

rel ease.
(6) To pronpte HIV testing anbng nminority persons who

are at risk of infection, the departnment shall expand its HV

counseling, testing, and referral services to include

additional Orasure testing.

(7) These minority programs shall be consistent with

the findings and recomendati ons of the Mnority HV and Al DS

Task Force, the H V/ AIDS Conprehensive Prevention Plan, and

t he recommendati ons of the Centers for Di sease Control and

Preventi on.
Section 2. There is appropriated fromthe Genera

Revenue Fund to the Departnent of Health the sumof $5 mllion

to inplenent the prograns described in this act. The

Departnent of Health is authorized to use 1 percent of this

appropriation for adninistration of these prograns.

Section 3. This act shall take effect upon becoming a
| aw.
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HOUSE SUMVARY

ei ght the nunber of H 'V and Al DS
vvlt in the Departnent of Health.
t to expand its H V/ AIDS preventijon
m orlty communi ti es and establlsh

V-positive inmates prior to thei
€s an appropriation.
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