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1 Abill to be entitled

2 An act relating to student financial

3 assi stance; anmending s. 240.4015, F.S.

4 relating to the Florida Bright Futures

5 Schol arship Testing Program redesignating the
6 Florida Merit Scholarship as the Florida

7 Medal | i on Schol arshi p; anmendi ng s. 240. 40201

8 F.S.; revising the eligibility period for the
9 Fl orida Bright Futures Schol arshi p Program

10 elimnating provisions relating to naxi num

11 awards; providing for transition fromcertain
12 schol arshi ps; anmendi ng s. 240.40202, F.S.

13 defining the term"public service assignment";
14 revising application dates; providing for

15 initial acceptance of a scholarship, to

16 conform anmending s. 240.40203, F.S.; defining
17 renewal , reinstatenent, and restoration and

18 revising conditions for eligibility; providing
19 conditions for awards to students in prograns
20 t hat confer postbaccal aureate degrees;
21 conform ng provisions; anending s. 240. 40204,
22 F.S.; revising provisions and elimnating
23 obsol ete provisions relating to eligible
24 post secondary education institutions; anending
25 s. 240.40205, F.S.; elimnating obsol ete
26 provi sions; designating an award |l evel for a
27 Fl ori da Acadeni ¢ Schol arshi p; anending s
28 240. 40206, F.S.; confornming provisions and
29 el i m nati ng obsol ete provisions; designating
30 award levels for a Florida Medallion
31 Schol arship; revising eligibility requirenents;
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anendi ng s. 240. 40207, F.S.; designating award
| evels for a Gold Seal Vocational Schol arship;
revising eligibility requirenents; providing
for transfer to the Florida Medallion

Schol arshi p; anendi ng s. 240.40209, F.S.
providing for the cal cul ati on of awards;
anmendi ng s. 240.404, F.S.; revising genera
requirenents for eligibility for state
financial aid; elinmnating obsolete provisions;
providing certain limtations on eligibility
for various state schol arshi ps and grants;
repealing s. 240.40208, F.S., relating to a
transition fromcertain scholarships to the

Fl orida Bright Futures Schol arshi p Program
providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Subsections (3), (4), and (8) of section
240. 4015, Florida Statutes, are anended to read:

240. 4015 Florida Bright Futures Schol arship Testing
Program - -

(3) Beginning with initial award recipients for the
2002- 2003 academ ¢ year and continuing thereafter, students
eligible for a Florida Academ ¢ Scholars award or a Florida
Medal i on Merit Schol ars award who are admitted to and enrol
in a community college or state university shall, prior to
regi stering for courses that nay be earned through a CLEP
exam nation and no later than registration for their second
term conplete at |east five exaninations fromthose specified
in subsection (1) in the follow ng areas: English; humanities;
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mat henati cs; natural sciences; and social sciences. Successfu
conpl etion of dual enroll nment courses, Advanced Pl acenent
exam nations, and |International Baccal aureate exam nati ons
taken prior to high school graduation satisfy this
requirenment. The Articulation Coordinating Comrittee shal
identify the exam nations that satisfy each conponent of this
requirenent.

(4) Initial award recipients for the 2001-2002
academ c year who are eligible for a Florida Acadenic Schol ars
award or a Florida Medallion Merit Scholars award and who are
admtted to and enroll in a community college or state
university may choose, prior to registering for courses that
may be earned through CLEP exami nation, to conplete up to five
CLEP exami nations, one in each of the follow ng areas:

English; humanities; nathematics; natural sciences; and soci al
sci ences.

(8) Beginning with the 2002-2003 award recipients, the
Departnent of Education shall track and annually report on the
ef fectiveness of the program and include infornation on the
nunber of students participating in the program the CLEP
exam nations taken and the passage rate of Florida Acadenic
Schol ars and Fl ori da Medal i on Merit Schol ars award
reci pients; the use of Advanced Placenent and |nternationa
Baccal aureat e exam nations and dual enrollnment courses to
satisfy the requirenents of the program and the course credit
provi ded.

Section 2. Subsections (1), (2), (5), and (7) of
section 240.40201, Florida Statutes, are anended, and
subsection (11) is added to that section, to read:

240. 40201 Florida Bright Futures Schol arship
Program - -
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(1) The Florida Bright Futures Scholarship Programis
created to establish a lottery-funded schol arship programto
reward any Florida high school graduate who nerits recognition
of hi gh academ ¢ achi evenent and who enrolls in a degree
program certificate program or applied technol ogy di pl oma

programat an eligible Florida public or private postsecondary
education institution within 7 3 years after ef graduation
from high school. An award may not be provided to a student

beyond 7 years after high school graduation, regardl ess of the

year in which the student first receives schol arshi p fundi ng.

(2) The Bright Futures Schol arship Program consi sts of
three types of awards, the Florida Acadenic Schol arship, the
Fl orida Medal lion Mer+t+ Schol arship, and the Florida
Vecati+onat Gold Seal Vocational Schol arship.

(5) The departnent shall issue awards fromthe

schol arshi p program annual | y. Arndat—awards—ay—be—for—up—to
45—serester—credi-t—hours—or—the—eguivatent—Before the

regi stration period each senester, the departnent shal
transnit paynent for each award to the president or director
of the postsecondary education institution, or his or her
representative, except that the departnent may withhold
payrment if the receiving institution fails to report or to
make refunds to the department as required in this act.

(a) Wthin 30 days after the end of regul ar
regi stration each senester, the educational institution shal
certify to the departnent the eligibility status of each
student who receives an award. After the end of the drop and
add period, an institution is not required to reeval uate or
revise a student's eligibility status, but nust nmake a refund
to the departnent if a student who receives an award
di sbursenent terninates enrollnment for any reason during an

4
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1| acadenic termand a refund is pernmitted by the institution's

2| refund policy.

3 (b) An institution that receives funds fromthe

4 | programshall certify to the departnent the anmount of funds

5| di sbursed to each student and shall renmt to the departnent

6 | any undi sbursed advances within 60 days after the end of

7 | regular registration.

8 (c) Each institution that receives noneys through this
9| program shall prepare an annual report that includes an

10 | i ndependent external audit or an audit prepared by the Ofice
11| of the Auditor General. The report shall include an audit of
12 | the institution's adm nistration of the programand a conplete
13 | accounting of the noneys for the program This report nust be
14 | subnmitted to the departnent annually by March 1. The

15 | departnent nmay conduct its own annual audit of an

16 | institution's adm nistration of the program The depart nment

17 | may request a refund of any noneys overpaid to the institution
18 | for the program The departnent nmay suspend or revoke an

19 | institution's eligibility to receive future noneys for the

20| programif the departnent finds that an institution has not

21| complied with this section. The institution nust remt within
22 | 60 days any refund requested in accordance with this

23 | subsecti on.

24 (7) A student nmmy receive only one type of award from
25| the Florida Bright Futures Schol arship Programat a tine, but
26 | may transfer fromone type of award to another through the

27 | renewal application process, if the student's eligibility

28 | status changes. However, a student is not eligible to transfer
29 | froma Florida Medallion Merit Schol arship or a Florida

30 | VYeeat+ona Gold Seal Vocational Scholarship to a Florida

31 | Academi ¢ Schol arship. A student who receives an award fromthe
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1| program nmay al so receive a federal family education loan or a
2| federal direct |oan, and the value of the award nust be

3| considered in the certification or calculation of the

4| student's loan eligibility.

5 (11) A student who graduated from hi gh school in 1997

6| or earlier and who is eligible for the Florida Undergraduate

7 | Schol ars' Program award pursuant to s. 240.402, Florida

8| Statutes, 1995, is eligible for the Florida Acadenic Schol ars
9| anard as provided in this chapter. A student who graduated

10| from high school in 1997 or earlier and who is eligible for

11| the Vocational Gold Seal Endorsenent Schol arship Program award
12 | pursuant to s. 240.4021, Florida Statutes, 1995, is eligible
13| for the Florida Gold Seal Vocational Schol arship award as

14 | provided in this chapter. Award eligibility ends 7 years after
15| hi gh school graduation

16 Section 3. Paragraphs (b) and (f) of subsection (1)

17 | and subsection (2) of section 240.40202, Florida Statutes, are
18 | anended to read:

19 240. 40202 Florida Bright Futures Schol arship Program
20 | student eligibility requirenents for initial awards.--
21 (1) To be eligible for an initial award from any of
22 | the three types of schol arships under the Florida Bright
23 | Futures Schol arship Program a student nust:
24 (b) Earn a standard Florida high school diploma or its
25| equi val ent as described in s. 232.246 or s. 229.814 unl ess:
26 1. The student is enrolled full tine in the early
27 | admi ssion program of an eligible postsecondary education
28 | institution or conpletes a hone education program according to
29| s. 232.0201; or
30 2. The student earns a high school diploma froma
31| non-Florida school while living with a parent or guardi an who
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is onnnlitary or public service assignnment away from Fl ori da.

The term"public service assignnent,"” as used in this

subpar agr aph, neans the occupati onal assignnent outside this

state of a person who is a permanent resident of this state

and who is enployed by the United States Governnent or the

State of Florida conditioned upon assignment outside this

state.
(f) Apply for a scholarship fromthe programwithin 2

years after by—Aprit—t-of—thetast—senester—before hi gh school

gr aduat i on.

(2) I Lo ebiaibl Lo o I
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13 erevwal—award—fo v-ea oH-owrng—high hoot—graduat+on—A
14 | student who applies for an award by—Apri+—% and who neets al
15| ether eligibility requirenents, but who does not accept his or
16 | her award during the first year of eligibility after high

17 | school graduation, may apply for reinstatenent of the award
18 | for use within 7 reappty—during—stubseguent—apptcation—periods
19 | up—t6—3 years after high school graduation. Reinstatenent

20 | applications nmust be received by the deadline established by
21| the Departnent of Educati on.

22 Section 4. Section 240.40203, Florida Statutes, is

23 | anended to read:

24 240. 40203 Florida Bright Futures Schol arship Program
25 | student eligibility requirenents for renewal, reinstatenent,
26 | and restoration awards. --

27 (1) After the first year of eligibility, if a student
28 | wi shes to receive fo—be—eHgibteto—+enew a scholarship from
29 | any of the three types of schol arships under the Florida

30 | Bright Futures Schol arship Program the a student nust neet
31
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the following requirenents for either renewal, reinstatenent,

or restoration:

(a) Renewal applies to a student who received an award

for at |east one termduring the previ ous acadeni c year. For

renewal, a student nust conplete at |east 12 senester credit

hours or the equivalent in the |ast academ c year in which the
student earned a schol arship and—

tb)y maintain the cunul ati ve grade poi nt average
required by the schol arship program except that:

1. If arecipient's grades fall beneath the average
required to renew a Fl orida Acadenic Schol arshi p, but are
sufficient to renew a Florida Medallion Meti+ Schol arship er—a
Forda—VYocational—GCot-d—Seal—Sehotarship, the Departnent of
Education may grant a renewal fromthe Florida Medallion
Schol ar shi p Progr am ene—ef—thoese—other—schotarship—prograns—
e oy I I | el it . . or

2. If, upon renewal eval uation at—any—tire—during—the

eH-gibiHty—period, a student's grades or hours, or both,are
not sufficient rasuffHHeient to renew t he schol arship, the

student may use the cunul ative grades or hours, or both,

earned during the follow ng sumer to renew the schol arship

bt v . I I .
I . L " I . L eribletf I
reinstaterent—onty—once—The Legi sl ature encourages educati on

institutions to assist students to cal cul ate whether or not it

is possible to raise the grade point average during the sumrer

term e . . . | . | . . bie- |

reserve—the—student—s—award—+f—Funds—are—avai-table—The

renewal , however, nust not be granted until the student

achi eves the required cunul ati ve grade point average and earns
8
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the required nunber of credit hours. |If during the sunmrer term

t he student does not earn +s—et sufficient hours or te raise

the grade point average to the required renewal |evel, the
student is not eligible for an award student—s—rnext

opportunity—for—r+enewal—+s—the—fa-—sermester—of the foll owi ng

academ c year.

(b) Reinstatenent applies to a student who was

eligible for, but did not receive, an award during the

previ ous acadenic year or years and who may apply to

reestablish use of the scholarship. For reinstatenent, a

student nust have been eligible at the tine of the student's

nost recent Bright Futures eligibility deternmination. The

student nust apply for reinstatenent by subnitting a

reinstatenent application by the deadline established by the

Depart nent of Educti on.

(c) Restoration applies to a student who did not neet

renewal grade-point-average or hours-earned requirenents at a

prior evaluation period. A student nay restore eligibility by

neeting the required renewal grade-point average at a

subsequent renewal eval uation period. A student is eligible

for restoration only once. The student nust subnit a

restoration application by the deadline established by the

Depart nent of Educati on.

(2) A student who is enrolled in a programthat
ternmnates in an associ ate degree or a baccal aureate degree
may receive an award for a nmaxi num of 110 percent of the
nunber of credit hours required to conplete the program A
student who is enrolled in a programthat terninates in a
technical certificate may receive an award for a nmaxi num of
110 percent of the credit hours or clock hours required to
conplete the programup to 90 credit hours. A student who

9
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transfers fromone of these program|evels to another becones
eligible for the higher of the two credit hour limts.

(3) A Florida Academ c Scholar or a Florida Medallion
Scholar who is enrolled in a conbi ned under graduate and

graduate programthat ternminates in the award of a

post baccal aureate degree or the sinultaneous award of

baccal aureate and post baccal aureate degrees nmy receive an

award for a nmaxi nrum of 110 percent of the nunber of credit

hours required to conplete a standard under graduate program at

the institution attended, at the undergraduate rate.

Section 5. Section 240.40204, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

240. 40204 Florida Bright Futures Schol arship Program
el i gi bl e postsecondary education institutions.--A student is

eligible for an award or the renewal of an award fromthe
Florida Bright Futures Schol arship Programif the student
neets the requirenents for the program as described in this
act and is enrolled in a postsecondary education institution
that neets the description in any one of the follow ng
subsecti ons:

(1) A Florida public university, community college, or
techni cal center.

(2) An independent Florida college or university that
is accredited by an accrediting agency that is recogni zed by
the United States Departnent of Educati on a—+wernber—oef—the

. L F I r . and
t hat whiefr has operated in the state for at |east 3 years.

(3) An independent Florida postsecondary education
institution that is licensed pursuant to the provisions of

chapter 246 by—the—State Board—oftndependent—CoHeges—and
bri-versi-t+es and that whieh

10
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(a) |Is authorized to grant degrees;

(b) tay Shows evidence of sound financial condition
and

(c){tb)y Has operated in the state for at l|east 3 years
wi thout having its approval, accreditation, or license placed
on probation.

(4) A Florida independent postsecondary education
institution that offers a nursing diplona approved by the
Board of Nursi ng.

(5) A Florida i ndependent postsecondary education
institution that is licensed pursuant to the provisions of
chapt er 246 by—the—State Board—ofNonpubHc—Career—Education
and that whieh

(a) |s authorized to award certificates or credentials

ot her than degrees;

(b) tay Has a program conpl eti on and pl acement rate of
at least the rate required by the current Florida Statutes,
the Florida Adnministrative Code, or the Departnent of
Education for an institution at its |evel; and

(c) tb)y Shows evidence of sound financial condition
and either:

1. Is accredited at the institutional |evel by an
accrediting agency recogni zed by the United States Departnent
of Education and has operated in the state for at |least 3
years during which there has been no conplaint for which
probabl e cause has been found; or

2. Has operated in Florida for 5 years during which
t here has been no conplaint for which probable cause has been
f ound.

Section 6. Section 240.40205, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

11
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240. 40205 Florida Acadeni ¢ Schol ars award. - -

(1) A student is eligible for a Florida Acadenic
Scholars award if the student neets the general eligibility
requirenents for the Florida Bright Futures Schol arship
Program and t he student:

(a) Has achieved a 3.5 weighted grade point average as
cal cul ated pursuant to s. 240.40202, or its equivalent, in
hi gh school courses that are designated by the Departnment of

Educati on

as col | ege-preparatory

academn ¢ cour ses=and

tb)y has attained at |east the score identified by
rul es of the Departnent of Education on the conbi ned verba
and quantitative parts of the Scholastic Aptitude Test, the
Schol astic Assessnent Test, or the recentered Schol astic
Assessnent Test of the Col |l ege Entrance Exam nation, or an
equi val ent score on the Anerican Coll ege Testing Program or

(b) te) Has attended a home education program accordi ng
to s. 232.0201 during grades 11 and 12 or has conpleted the
International Baccal aureate curriculumbut failed to earn the
I nternational Baccal aureate Di pl oma-and has attai ned at | east
the score identified by rules of the Departnent of Education
on the conbined verbal and quantitative parts of the
Schol astic Aptitude Test, the Schol astic Assessnent Test, or
the recentered Schol astic Assessnent Test of the College
Entrance Exami nation, or an equival ent score on the Anerican
Col | ege Testing Program or

(c) td)y Has been awarded an International Baccal aureate
Di ploma fromthe International Baccal aureate Office; or

12
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1 (d) fe) Has been recogni zed by the nmerit or achi evenent

2| prograns of the National Merit Schol arship Corporation as a

3| scholar or finalist; or

4 (e) tH)> Has been recogni zed by the National H spanic

5| Recognition Program as a schol ar recipient.

6

7 | EHeetive—wi-th—the—1998-1999——school—year-A st udent nust

8 | conplete a program of community service work, as approved by
9| the district school board or the admi nistrators of a nonpublic
10 | school, which shall include a mninumof 75 hours of service
11 | work and require the student to identify a social problemthat
12 | interests himor her, develop a plan for his or her personal
13 | invol venent in addressing the problem and, through papers or
14 | other presentations, evaluate and reflect upon his or her

15 | experi ence.

16 (2) Until July 1, 2006,a Florida Academ c Schol ar who
17 ) is enrolled in a public postsecondary education institution is
18 | eligible for an award equal to the anount required to pay

19 | matricul ation, fees, and $600 for coll ege-rel ated expenses

20| annually. Until July 1, 2006,a student who is enrolled in a
21 | nonpublic postsecondary education institution is eligible for
22 | an award equal to the anmpbunt that would be required to pay for
23| the average matriculation and fees of a public postsecondary
24 | education institution at the conparable level, plus the annua
25| $600. Effective July 1, 2006, a student is eligible to receive
26 | a maxi mum annual award of $3,200 or the anpunt established in
27 | the General Appropriations Act.

28 (3) To be eligible for a renewal award as a Fl orida
29 | Academi ¢ Scholar, a student nust nmintain the equivalent of a
30 | grade point average of 3.0 on a 4.0 scale for al

31 | postsecondary education work attenpted, with an opportunity

13
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for one restoration reirnstaterent as provided in this chapter
act.

(4) In each school district, the Florida Academ c
Scholar with the highest academ ¢ ranking shall be designated

as an Academ c Top Scholar and shall be entitled to receive an

addi ti onal award of $1,500 for college-rel ated expenses. This
award nmust be funded fromthe Florida Bright Futures
Schol ar shi p Program

Section 7. Section 240.40206, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

240. 40206 Florida Medallion Mrit Schol ars award. - -

(1) A student is eligible for a Florida Mdallion
Meri+t Scholars award if the student neets the genera
eligibility requirenents for the Florida Bright Futures
Schol arshi p Program and the student:

(a) Has achieved a weighted grade point average of 3.0
as cal cul ated pursuant to s. 240.40202, or the equivalent, in
hi gh school courses that are designated by the Departnment of

Educati on

as col | ege-preparatory

academnm ¢ cour ses=and
tb)y has attained at |east the score identified by
rul es of the Departnent of Education on the conbi ned verba
and quantitative parts of the Scholastic Aptitude Test, the
Schol astic Assessnent Test, or the recentered Schol astic
Assessnent Test of the Col |l ege Entrance Exam nation, or an
equi val ent score on the Anerican Coll ege Testing Program or
(b) te) Has attended a home education program accordi ng
to s. 232.0201 during grades 11 and 12 or has conpleted the
International Baccal aureate curriculumbut failed to earn the
I nternational Baccal aureate Di pl oma-and has attai ned at | east
14
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the score identified by rules of the Departnent of Education
on the conbined verbal and quantitative parts of the
Schol astic Aptitude Test, the Schol astic Assessnent Test, or
the recentered Schol astic Assessnent Test of the Coll ege
Entrance Exami nation, or an equival ent score on the Anerican
Col | ege Testing Program or-—

(c) Has been recognized by the nerit or achi evenent

prograns of the National Merit Schol arship Corporation as a

scholar or finalist but has not conpleted a program of

community service as provided in s. 240.40205; or

(d) Has been recogni zed by the National Hispanic

Recogni tion Program as a schol ar reci pient, but has not

conpl eted a program of community service as provided in s.
240. 40205.

(2) Until July 1, 2006,a Florida Medallion Merit
Scholar is eligible for an award equal to the anobunt required

to pay 75 percent of matriculation and fees, if the student is
enrolled in a public postsecondary education institution
Until July 1, 2006,a student who is enrolled in a nonpublic

post secondary education institution is eligible for an award
equal to the anpunt that would be required to pay 75 percent
of the matriculation and fees of a public postsecondary
education institution at the conparable level. Effective July

1, 2006, a student is eligible to receive a nmaxi rum annua

award of $2,000 or the anobunt established in the Genera

Appropriations Act, if the student is enrolled in a public

university or other eligible 4-year college or university that

grants baccal aureate degrees or higher. Effective July 1,

2006, a student who is enrolled in a public comunity coll ege,

a nonpublic 2-year college, or a public technical center or

eligible nonpublic school is eligible to receive a maxi mum
15
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annual award of $1,500 or the anpbunt established in the

Ceneral Appropriations Act.

(3) To be eligible for a renewal award as a Florida
Medal | i on Mer++ Schol ar, a student nust nmaintain the
equi val ent of a grade point average of 2.75 on a 4.0 scale for
al | postsecondary education work attenpted, with an
opportunity for restorati on reinstaterent one tine as provi ded
in this chapter aet.

Section 8. Section 240.40207, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

240. 40207 Florida Gold Seal Vocational Schol ars
award. --The Florida Gold Seal Vocational Scholars award is
created within the Florida Bright Futures Schol arshi p Program
to recogni ze and reward academi ¢ achi evenent and vocationa
preparation by high school students who wish to continue their
educat i on.

(1) A student is eligible for a Florida Gold Seal
Vocational Scholars award if the student neets the genera
eligibility requirenents for the Florida Bright Futures
Schol arshi p Program and the student:

(a) Conpl etes the—secondary—schoot——portion—of—a
seguenti-a—programof—studi-es—that—r+equires at | east three

consecutive secondary school vocational credits. taken—-oever—at

16
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epportunities—On-the-job training may not be substituted for
any of the three required vocational credits.

(b) Denonstrates readi ness for postsecondary education
by earning a passing score on the Florida College Entry Level
Pl acenent Test or its equivalent as identified by the
Depart nent of Educati on.

(c) Earns a mninmum cunul ati ve wei ghted grade point
average of 3.0, as calculated pursuant to s. 240.40202, on al
subj ects required for a standard hi gh school diplong,
excl udi ng el ective courses.

(d) Earns a mini mum unwei ghted grade poi nt average of
3.5 on a 4.0 scale for secondary vocational courses conprising
t he vocati onal program

Education—
(2) Until July 1, 2006,a Florida Gold Seal Vocationa

Scholar is eligible for an award equal to the anpbunt required
to pay 75 percent of matriculation and fees, if the student is
enrolled in a public postsecondary education institution

Until July 1, 2006, a student who is enrolled in a nonpublic

post secondary education institution is eligible for an award
equal to the anmpunt that would be required to pay 75 percent
of the matriculation and nmandatory fees of a public

post secondary education institution at the conparable |evel.
Effective July 1, 2006, a student is eligible to receive a

maxi nrum annual award of $2,000 or the anount established in

the General Appropriations Act, if the student is enrolled in

a public university or other eligible 4-year college or

university that grants baccal aureate degrees or higher

Ef fective July 1, 2006, a student who is enrolled in a public
17
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community college, a nonpublic 2-year college, or a public

technical center or eligible nonpublic school is eligible to

recei ve a maxi num annual award of $1,500 or the anpunt

established in the General Appropriations Act.

(3) To be eligible for a renewal award as a Fl orida
Gol d Seal Vocational Scholar, a student nust nmaintain the
equi val ent of a grade point average of 2.75 on a 4.0 scale for
al | postsecondary education work attenpted, with an
opportunity for restorati on reinstaterent one tine as provi ded
in this chapter aet.

(4) A student may earn a Florida Gold Seal Vocationa
Schol arship for 110 percent of the nunber of credit hours
required to conplete the program up to 90 credit hours or the
equivalent. A Florida Gold Seal Vocational Scholar who neets
all renewal requirenents for a Florida Medallion Schol ars
awar d has—a—cumative—gradepoint—average—of2—+5+n—-att+
postsecondary—edducat-on—work—attenpted may apply for a Florida

Medal | i on Meri+ Scholars award at any renewal period, or the

departnment may transfer the student to the Florida Medallion

Schol ars award during any renewal period. Al other provisions

of that program apply, and the credit-hour linitation nust be
cal cul ated by subtracting fromthe student's total eligibility
t he nunber of credit hours the student attenpted while earning
the Gold Seal Vocational Schol arship.

Section 9. Section 240.40209, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

240. 40209 Bright Futures Schol arship recipients
attendi ng nonpublic institutions; calculation of
awar ds. -- Not wi t hst andi ng ss. 240. 40201, 240.40205, 240. 40206,
and 240. 40207, a student who receives any award under the
Florida Bright Futures Schol arship Program who is enrolled in

18
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a nonpublic postsecondary education institution, and who is
assessed tuition and fees that are the sane as those of a
full-tinme student at that institution, shall receive a fixed
award cal cul ated by using the average matricul ati on and fee
cal cul ation as prescribed by the Departnent of Education for

full-tine attendance at a public postsecondary education
institution at the conparable level. If the student is
enrolled part-tine and is assessed tuition and fees at a
reduced |l evel, the award shall be either one-half of the
maxi nrum award or three-fourths of the nmaxi num award, depending
on the |l evel of fees assessed.

Section 10. Paragraph (a) of subsection (1) and
subsection (4) of section 240.404, Florida Statutes, are
amended to read:

240. 404 Ceneral requirenents for student eligibility
for state financial aid.--

(1)(a) The general requirenents for eligibility of
students for state financial aid awards consist of the
fol |l owi ng:

1. Achievenent of the academnic requirenents of and
acceptance at a state university or community college; a
nursi ng di pl oma school approved by the Florida Board of
Nursing; a Florida college, university, or community coll ege
which is accredited by an accrediting agency recogni zed by the
United States Departnent of Educati on a—rnerber—of—the

. L F I r or: any

Florida institution the credits of which are acceptable for

transfer to state universities; any area technical center; or
any private vocational -technical institution accredited by an
accrediting agency recogni zed by the United States Departnent

19
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of Educati on a—+nerber—of—the—Comri-sston—on—Recogrition—of
Poestsecondary—Aceredi-tation.

2. Residency in this state for no less than 1 year
preceding the award of aid for a program established pursuant
to s. 240.409, s. 240.4095, s. 240.4097, s. 240.412, s.

240. 4125, s. 240.413, s. 240.4987, s. 240.605, or s. 240.606.
Residency in this state nust be for purposes other than to
obtai n an education. Resident status for purposes of receiving
state financial aid awards shall be determined in the sane
manner as resident status for tuition purposes pursuant to s.
240. 1201 and rules of the State Board of Education. A person
who has been properly classified as a resident by a

post secondary education institution for initial receipt of

st at e-funded student financial assistance and found to be

eligible to participate in a financial assistance program nay

continue to qualify as a resident for state-funded fi nancial

aid prograns if the student maintains continuous enrol |l nent at

t he postsecondary education institution, with no break in

enrol |l ment greater than 12 consecutive nonths.

3. Submission of certification attesting to the
accuracy, conpleteness, and correctness of information
provided to denpnstrate a student's eligibility to receive
state financial aid awards. Fal sification of such information
shall result in the denial of any pending application and
revocation of any award currently held to the extent that no
further paynents shall be nade. Additionally, students who
knowi ngly nake fal se statenents in order to receive state
financial aid awards shall be guilty of a m sdeneanor of the
second degree subject to the provisions of s. 837.06 and shal
be required to return all state financial aid awards
wrongful | y obt ai ned.

20
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1 4, Conpletion of the Free Application for Federa

2| Student Aid provided by the United States Departnent of

3 | Education and subnitted as required by the Florida Departnent
4 | of Educati on.

5 (4) Effective July 1, 2006, a student is not eligible
6| to receive nore than one state scholarship or state grant in
7| the sane term except that a student who qualifies for both a
8 | nerit-based schol arship and a need-based grant nmy receive

9| both types of awards. A Ne student is not shaH—be eligible to
10 | receive nore than one state scholarship that is based on

11 | acadenic nerit. Students who qualify for nore than one such
12 | scholarship shall be notified of all awards for which they

13 | qualify and shall be provided the opportunity to accept one of
14 | their choosi ng.

15 Section 11. Section 240.40208, Florida Statutes, is
16 | repeal ed

17 Section 12. This act shall take effect July 1, 2002.
18
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2 LEGQ SLATI VE SUWMARY

3 Revi ses the eligibility period for the Florida Bright
Futures Schol arShip Program Redesignates the Florida

4 Merit Scholarship as the Florida Medallion Schol arship.
Del etes provisions relating to maxi num awards. Defines.

5 the term"public service aSsignment." Revises application
dates and provides for initial acceptance of a

6 schol ar shi p. fines renewal, reinstatenent, and
restoration and revises conditions for eligibility.

7 Provi des conditions for awards to students’ in prograns
that confer postbaccal aureate degrees. Revi ses provisions

8 relatln?_to eligible Postsecondary educati on ]
institufions. Designates award | evels for a Florida

9 Academ ¢ _Schol arshi'p, Florida Medallion Schol arship, and
Florida Gold Seal Vocational Scholarship. Revises certain

10 eligibility requirenents for receipt of awards and
provides for transfer of certain awards. Provides for the

11 cal cul ation _of certain awards by the Departnent of .
Education. Revises general requirenents for eligibility

12 for state financial "aid. Provides certain limtations on
eligibility for various state schol arships and grants.

13 El i m nat es 0bSO|ete_P[0VISIOnS and updat es provisions
relating to a transition fromcertain scholarships to the

14 Florida ™ Bright Futures Schol arshi p Program
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