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Fl ori da House of Representatives - 2002 HB 1517
By Representative Sorensen

Abill to be entitled
An act relating to | and acqui sition; anending
s. 212.055, F.S.; redefining the term
"infrastructure"; anmending s. 336.025, F.S.
revising provisions prescribing the use of
proceeds from |l ocal option fuel taxes; anending
s. 259.105, F.S.; providing for an annua
al l ocation of funds under the Florida Forever
Act for the purchase of land within the Florida
Keys or Key West Areas of critical state
concern; providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Paragraph (d) of subsection (2) of section
212.055, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

212.055 Discretionary sal es surtaxes; |egislative
intent; authorization and use of proceeds.--1t is the
| egislative intent that any authorization for inposition of a
di scretionary sales surtax shall be published in the Florida
Statutes as a subsection of this section, irrespective of the
duration of the levy. Each enactnent shall specify the types
of counties authorized to levy; the rate or rates which nmay be
i nposed; the maximumlength of tine the surtax may be i nposed,
if any; the procedure which nmust be followed to secure voter
approval, if required; the purpose for which the proceeds may
be expended; and such other requirenents as the Legislature
may provide. Taxable transactions and adm nistrative
procedures shall be as provided in s. 212.054.

(2) LOCAL GOVERNMENT | NFRASTRUCTURE SURTAX. - -
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(d)1. The proceeds of the surtax authorized by this
subsection and any interest accrued thereto shall be expended
by the school district or within the county and nmunicipalities
within the county, or, in the case of a negotiated joint
county agreenent, wthin another county, to finance, plan, and
construct infrastructure and to acquire land for public
recreation or conservation or protection of natural resources
and to finance the closure of county-owned or nunicipally
owned solid waste landfills that are already closed or are
required to close by order of the Departnent of Environnental
Protection. Any use of such proceeds or interest for purposes
of landfill closure prior to July 1, 1993, is ratified.

Nei t her the proceeds nor any interest accrued thereto shall be
used for operational expenses of any infrastructure, except
that any county with a population of less than 75,000 that is
required to close a landfill by order of the Departnent of

Envi ronnental Protection nay use the proceeds or any interest
accrued thereto for |ong-term mai ntenance costs associ at ed
with landfill closure. Counties, as defined in s. 125.011(1),
and charter counties may, in addition, use the proceeds and
any interest accrued thereto to retire or service indebtedness
incurred for bonds issued prior to July 1, 1987, for

i nfrastructure purposes, and for bonds subsequently issued to
refund such bonds. Any use of such proceeds or interest for
purposes of retiring or servicing indebtedness incurred for
such refundi ng bonds prior to July 1, 1999, is ratifi ed.

2. For the purposes of this paragraph,

"infrastructure" means:

a. Any fixed capital expenditure or fixed capita
outl ay associated with the construction, reconstruction, or
i mprovenent of public facilities which have a |ife expectancy
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1| of 5 or nore years and any | and acquisition, |and inprovenent,
2 | design, and engineering costs related thereto. In any county
3| located within a designated area of critical state concern

4 | under s. 380.0552, the term"infrastructure" also includes

5| expenditures for the acquisition of |and when the land is

6 | acquired for the purpose of conpliance with an approved

7 | conprehensi ve pl an.

8 b. Afire departnent vehicle, an energency nedica

9| service vehicle, a sheriff's office vehicle, a police

10 | departnent vehicle, or any other vehicle, and such equi pnent
11 | necessary to outfit the vehicle for its official use or

12 | equi prent that has a |ife expectancy of at |east 5 years.

13 3. Notwithstandi ng any other provision of this

14 | subsection, a discretionary sales surtax inposed or extended
15| after the effective date of this act may provide for an anount
16 | not to exceed 15 percent of the |local option sales surtax

17 | proceeds to be allocated for deposit to a trust fund within
18 | the county's accounts created for the purpose of funding

19 | economi c devel opnent projects of a general public purpose

20| targeted to i nmprove | ocal econom es, including the funding of
21 | operational costs and incentives related to such econonic

22 | devel opnent. The ballot statenent nust indicate the intention
23| to nmake an allocation under the authority of this

24 | subpar agr aph.

25 Section 2. Subsection (8) of section 336.025, Florida
26 | Statutes, is anended to read:

27 336.025 County transportation system |evy of |oca

28 | option fuel tax on notor fuel and diesel fuel.--

29 (8) In addition to the uses specified in subsection
30| (7), the governing body of a county with a popul ation of

31| 50,000 or less on April 1, 1992, or any county located within
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1| a designated area of critical state concern under s. 380.0552
2| may use the proceeds of the tax |evied pursuant to paragraph
3] (1)(a) in any fiscal year to fund infrastructure projects, if
4 | such projects are consistent with the |ocal governnent's

5 | approved conprehensive plan or, if the approval or denial of

6 | the plan has not becone final, consistent with the plan |ast

7| subnmitted to the state | and pl anning agency. |In addition, no
8 | nore than an anmount equal to the proceeds from4 cents per

9] gallon of the tax inposed pursuant to paragraph (1)(a) may be
10 | used by such county for the express and linited purpose of

11 | paying for a court-ordered refund of special assessnents.

12 | Except as provided in subsection (7), such funds shall not be
13 | used for the operational expenses of any infrastructure. Such
14 | funds nay be used for infrastructure projects under this

15 | subsection only after the |local governnment, prior to the

16 | fiscal year in which the funds are proposed to be used, or if
17 | pl edged for bonded i ndebtedness, prior to the fiscal year in
18 | which the bonds will be issued, has held a duly noticed public
19 | hearing on the proposed use of the funds and has adopted a
20 | resolution certifying that the | ocal governnent has net all of
21| the transportation needs identified in its approved
22 | conprehensive plan or, if the approval or denial of the plan
23 | has not becone final, consistent with the plan |ast submitted
24| to the state |l and planning agency. The proceeds shall not be
25 | pl edged for bonded i ndebtedness for a period exceedi ng 10
26 | years, except that, for the express and |limted purpose of
27 | using such proceeds in any fiscal year to pay a court-ordered
28 | refund of special assessnents, the proceeds may be pl edged for
29 | bonded i ndebt edness not exceeding 15 years. For the purposes
30| of this subsection, "infrastructure" has the sane neani ng as
31| provided in s. 212.055.
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Section 3. Paragraph (c) of subsection (3) of section
259.105, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

259.105 The Florida Forever Act.--

(3) Less the costs of issuing and the costs of funding
reserve accounts and ot her costs associated with bonds, the
proceeds of bonds issued pursuant to this section shall be
deposited into the Florida Forever Trust Fund created by s.
259. 1051. The proceeds shall be distributed by the Departnent
of Environnental Protection in the follow ng manner

(c) Twenty-two percent to the Departnent of Community
Affairs for use by the Florida Communities Trust for the
purposes of part IIl of chapter 380, as described and linited
by this subsection, and grants to |ocal governnments or
nonprofit environnmental organizations that are tax exenpt
under s. 501(c)(3) of the United States Internal Revenue Code
for the acquisition of comunity-based projects, urban open
spaces, parks, and greenways to inplenent |ocal governnent
conpr ehensi ve plans. From funds available to the trust and
used for land acquisition, 75 percent shall be matched by
| ocal governnents on a dollar-for-dollar basis. The
Legislature intends that the Florida Comrunities Trust
enphasi ze funding projects in |owincone or otherw se
di sadvant aged conmmunities. At |east 30 percent of the total
al l ocation provided to the trust shall be used in Standard
Metropolitan Statistical Areas, but one-half of that anopunt
shall be used in localities in which the project site is
located in built-up comrercial, industrial, or m xed-use areas
and functions to intersperse open spaces w thin congested
urban core areas. Fromfunds all ocated to the trust, no | ess
than 5 percent shall be used to acquire lands for recreationa
trail systens, provided that in the event these funds are not
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1| needed for such projects, they will be available for other
2| trust projects. Local governnents may use federal grants or
3| loans, private donations, or environnental mitigation funds,
4 ] including environnental mtigation funds required pursuant to
5] s. 338.250, for any part or all of any local match required
6| for acquisitions funded through the Florida Communities Trust.
7 | Any | ands purchased by nonprofit organizations using funds
8 | al l ocated under this paragraph nust provide for such lands to
9| remain permanently in public use through a reversion of title
10| to local or state government, conservation easenent, or other
11 | appropriate nechanism Projects funded with funds all ocated
12| to the Trust shall be selected in a conpetitive process
13 | neasured against criteria adopted in rule by the Trust. From
14 | funds allocated to the trust, $5 nillion annually shall be
15| used by the Mnroe County Conprehensive Plan Land Authority
16 | specifically for the purchase of any real property interest in
17 | either those |l ands subject to the Rate of Growth O dinances
18 | adopted by | ocal governnents in Monroe County or those | ands
19 | within the boundary of an approved Conservati on and Recreation
20| Lands project located within the Florida Keys or Key Wst
21| Areas of critical state concern.
22 Section 4. This act shall take effect July 1, 2002.
23
24 KA KKK KA KK F KR AR K A AR KR A KKK KA KA A KKK A KKK
25 SENATE SUMVARY
26 Redefines the term"infrastructure" for purposes of the

| ocal governnent infrastructure surtax. Authorizes the
27 use of "l ocal option fuel taxes for specified purposes in
28 | tor an%hl fachtlon bf fands’ under. the Frorr0a: For ever Act:

to purchase land within the Florida Keys or Key Wst
29 Areas of critical state concern.
30
31
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