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1 A bill to be entitled

2 An act relating to education; creating s.

3 228.2005, F.S.; creating the Florida Dignity

4 for Al Students Act; providing |egislative

5 findings with respect to harassnent,

6 di scrimnation, and violence in Florida

7 school s; prohibiting specified conduct and

8 providing for punitive neasures; defining the

9 term "harassnment"”; providing duties of

10 educational institutions; requiring the

11 adoption of rules; providing for technica

12 assi stance to educational institutions;

13 anending s. 233.061, F.S., relating to required

14 instruction in the public schools; requiring

15 t he character-devel opnent programto incl ude

16 information relating to harassnent,

17 di scrimnation, and violence; providing an

18 ef fective date.

19

20| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
21

22 Section 1. Section 228.2005, Florida Statutes, is
23 | created to read:

24 228.2005 Florida Dignity for All Students Act. --
25 (1) This act may be cited as the "Florida Dignity for
26 | All Students Act."

27 (2) The Legislature finds that:

28 (a) Ensuring the safety of all Florida students is a
29 | conpelling state interest.

30 (b) Harassnent, discrinmnation, and viol ence are not
31| conducive to a learning environnent and are sonetines a
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threat, and a reality, for Florida students. Wen they occur

all Florida students are adversely affected.

(c) Recent citizen reports and studies, including

ext ensi ve professional studies conducted by the Anerican

Associ ation of University Wnen Educati onal Foundation and

Human Ri ghts Watch, denonstrate that there is a nationw de

problemwi th harassnent of and discrimnation and viol ence

agai nst students in schools.

(d) Miintaining safety and discipline in schools is

essential for the welfare of all students and to acconplish

t he educati onal m ssion of schools. Harassment,

discrimnation, and violence interfere with efforts to ensure

t hat school environnents are conducive to the safety and

learning of all students. In this regard, the Legislature

recogni zes its responsibilities:

1. To enable all students to learn in a safe and

heal t hy school environnent.

2. To use resources to ensure that every student is

provided with a safe, dignified, and wel coni ng educati ona

environnent in which to grow, develop, and nmature into a

productive and healthy adult.

3. To use resources to ensure that all students |earn

that harassnent, discrimnation, and violence are socially

unaccept abl e net hods of addressing differences.

4. To uphold both federal civil rights and

constitutional equal protection and due process rights of al

school students to reasonable safety at school facilities.

(3)(a) Harassnent of and discrimnation and vi ol ence

agai nst students on the basis of real or perceived identity or

expression of race, color, religion, national origin, nmarita

status, sex or gender, handicap, or sexual orientation, on the
2
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basis of stereotypes of persons identified by these

categories, or on the basis of association with others

identified by these categories are prohibited by any student

or school enpl oyee during the conduct of any education program

or activity by an educational institution which receives or

benefits fromstate or federal financial assistance, as well

as on any school bus traveling to or froma school or a

school -rel ated or school -sponsored program or activity.

(b) Retaliation against a student by another student

or school enployee for asserting or alleging a violation of

this act is prohibited.

(c) This act is not intended to limt rights or

responsibilities provided under any ot her provision of |aw.

(d) "Harassnent" as used in this act neans verbal or

physi cal conduct directed at a student based on that student's

real or perceived identity or expression of race, color

religion, national origin, nmarital status, sex or gender

handi cap, or sexual orientation, that:

1. Substantially disrupts or is reasonably expected to

substantially di srupt educational operations, or substantially

di srupts an individual student's educational benefits,

opportunities, or perfornmance or an individual student's

physi cal or psychol ogi cal well -being; or

2. Creates an intimdating or hostile environnment for

one or nore students that is sufficiently severe, pervasive,

or objectively offensive that it underm nes and detracts from

t he educational experience of the student or students.

(4) Educational institutions covered under this act

shal | devel op and i npl enent nethods and strategies for the

fol | owi ng:
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(a) Providing procedures for the filing and the pronpt

processi ng, hearing, and adjudication of clains of violations

of this act, as well as inposition of punitive and renedi al

neasur es.
(b) Providing instruction to teachers, schoo

adm ni strators, and counseling staff on identifying,

preventing, and responding to all forns of harassnent,

di scrimnation, and viol ence that are unl awful under this act.

(c) Providing specific and continuing steps to

annually notify students, parents, and enpl oyees of

harassnent, discrimnation, and vi ol ence unl awful under this

act, and the procedures for reporting violations. This

requi rement nmay be satisfied by including this information in

bul |l eti ns, handbooks, or other such materials which publish at

| east annually policies governing student and enpl oyee

conduct.
(d) Pronoting school environnents which are free of

harassnent, discrimnation, and vi ol ence unl awful under this

act .

(e) Incorporating into civility, citizenship, and

character education curricula awareness and sensitivity to the

prohi bition under this act of harassnent, discrimnination, and

vi ol ence.
(f) Reporting to the Florida Board of Education al

i nci dents of harassnent, discrimnmnation, and violence in

violation of this act.

(g) Providing for annual confidential surveys of

students as to the hospitability of school atnbspheres towards

students on the basis of real or perceived identity or

expression of race, color, religion, national origin, nmarita

status, sex or gender, handi cap, and sexual orientation
4
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1 (h) Providing guidance and counseling services to

2 | students affected by harassnent, discrimnation, or violence
3|in violation of this act.

4 (i) Providing specified sanctions for students or

5| enpl oyees found to have perpetrated harassnent of or

6| discrimnation or violence agai nst students in violation of

7| this act.

8 (5) The Florida Board of Education shall adopt rul es

9| pursuant to ss. 120.536(1) and 120.54 to i npl enent and nonitor
10| conpliance with this act.

11 (6) The Equal Educational Qpportunity Program Ofice
12 | of the Departnent of Education shall provide technica

13 | assistance to educational institutions covered under this act
14 ) in identifying harassnent, discrinination, and viol ence

15| unl awful under this act and instructing them on possible

16 | renedies for correction and prevention of such harassnent,

17 | di scrim nati on, and vi ol ence.

18 Section 2. Paragraph (g) of subsection (2) of section
19| 233.061, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:
20 233.061 Required instruction.--
21 (2) Menbers of the instructional staff of the public
22 | school s, subject to the rules and regul ations of the
23 | comm ssioner, the state board, and the school board, shal
24 | teach efficiently and faithfully, using the books and
25| materials required, follow ng the prescribed courses of study,
26 | and enpl oyi ng approved nethods of instruction, the foll ow ng:
27 (q) A character-devel opnent programin the el enentary
28 | schools, simlar to Character First or Character Counts. Such
29 | a program nust be secular in nature and nust stress such
30| character qualities as attentiveness, patience, and
3l|initiative. The program nust al so stress state policies and
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1| laws agai nst harassnent of and discrimnation and vi ol ence
2 | agai nst students in schools on the basis of real or perceived
3lidentity or expression of race, color, religion, nationa
4| origin, marital status, sex or gender, handi cap, or sexua
5] orientation.
6 Section 3. This act shall take effect July 1, 2002.
7
8 EE IR I b I b b I S I b S S S b b S S I b S b
9 HOUSE SUMMARY
10 . o
Creates the Florida Dignity for Al Students Act to
11 revent harassnent, diScrimnation, and violence in
| orida schools. Prohibits harassnent of and ]
12 di scrimnation and vi ol ence agai nst students on the basis
of real or_ perceived identity or expression of race,
13 color, religion, national origin, narital status, sex or
gender, handi cap, or sexual ofientation, Provides duties
14 of educational Institutions. Requires the adoption of
rul es and technical assistance, Requires the
15 char act er - devel oprent Progran1|n the public schools to
include information relating to the prohibition of
16 harassnent, discrimnation, "and vi ol ence.
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
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