Florida Senate - 2002 CS for SB 1590

By the Committee on Education; and Senator Vill al obos

304-1882-02
1 Abill to be entitled
2 An act relating to education; reenacting and
3 anending s. 230.64, F.S.; elimnating obsolete
4 references to "area" with respect to technica
5 centers operated by school districts;
6 reenacting and anending s. 241.002, Florida
7 Statutes, changing the term"di stance | earning"
8 to "distance education"; elininating obsolete
9 references to the State Board of Community
10 Col | eges and the Board of Regents; requiring
11 certain allocations to the Division of
12 Community Coll eges and the Division of Colleges
13 and Universities; reenacting and amendi ng ss.
14 241.003, 241.004, F.S.; conforming ternms to
15 changes nmade by the act; reenacting s. 244.01
16 F.S.; revising provisions governing state
17 policy for regional education; reenacting s.
18 244,02, F.S.; revising provisions governing the
19 sout hern regi onal conpact; repealing s. 244.03,
20 F.S., relating to distribution anong certain
21 states of copies of a 1948 |law, providing an
22 ef fective date.
23
24| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
25
26 Section 1. Notwithstanding subsection (7) of section 3
27 | of chapter 2000-321, Laws of Florida, section 230.64, Florida
28 | Statutes, shall not stand repeal ed January 7, 2003, but that
29 | section is reenacted and anended to read:
30 230.64 Area Technical center part of district schoo
31 system mini num standards. --
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(1) AREA TECHNI CAL CENTER PART OF DI STRI CT SCHOOL
SYSTEM DI RECTED BY A DI RECTOR. -- A Ar—area technical center
establ i shed or acquired under provisions of law, is shat-
conprise a part of the district school systemof the state
whi ch of f er s and—shatH—rean—an—educational—institution
offer+ng term nal courses of a technical and vocationa

nature, and courses for out-of-school youth and adults, shal
be subject to the general school |aws of the state insofar as
such | aws are applicable, shall be under the control of the
school board of the district in which it is |ocated and shal
be directed by a director, who shall be responsible through

t he superintendent to the school board of the district in

whi ch the center is |ocated.

(2) COW SSI ONER SHALL PRESCRI BE M NI MUM
STANDARDS. - - The conmi ssi oner shall prescribe mni num standards
that nust be net before an area technical center is organized
acquired or operated, and that will assure that the purposes
of the center are attained.

Section 2. Notwithstanding subsection (7) of section 3
of chapter 2000-321, Laws of Florida, section 241.002, Florida
Statutes, shall not stand repeal ed January 7, 2003, but that
section is reenacted and anended to read:

241.002 Duties of the Departnent of Education.--The
duties of the Departnent of Education concerning distance
educati on tearning include, but are not limted to, the duty
to:

(1) Facilitate the inplenentation of a statew de
coordi nated system and resource system for cost-efficient
advanced tel ecomuni cations services and di stance education
which will increase overall student access to education
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(2) Coordinate the use of existing resources,
including, but not limted to, the state's satellite
transponders on the education satellites, the SUNCOM Net worKk,
the Florida Informati on Resource Network (FIRN), the
Departnent of Managenent Services, the Departnment of
Corrections, and the Departnment of Children and Famly
Services' satellite conmunication facilities to support a
st at ewi de advanced tel econmuni cati ons services and di stance
educati on tearning network.

(3) Assist in the coordination of the utilization of
the production and uplink capabilities avail able through
Florida's public television stations, eligible facilities,

i ndependent col |l eges and universities, private firns, and
ot hers as needed.

(4) Seek the assistance and cooperation of Florida's
cable television providers in the inplenentation of the
st at ewi de advanced tel econmuni cati ons services and di stance
educati on tearning network.

(5) Seek the assistance and cooperation of Florida's
tel ecommuni cations carriers to provide affordabl e student
access to advanced tel econmuni cations services and to di stance
educati on tearning.

(6) Coordinate partnerships for devel opnent,
acqui sition, use, and distribution of distance education
Fearning.

(7) Secure and adm nister funding for progranms and
activities for distance education tearning from federal
state, local, and private sources and fromfees derived from
services and material s.

(8) Manage the state's satellite transponder resources
and enter into | ease agreenents to nmaxinize the use of
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avail abl e transponder tine. Al net revenue realized through
the |l easing of available transponder tine, after deducting the
costs of performng the nanagenent function, shall be recycled
to support the public education distance education tearning in
this state based upon an allocation fornmula of one-third to
t he Departnent of Education, one-third to the Division of
Communi ty Col | eges StateBoard—of—Comrunity—CotHeges, and
one-third to the Division of Colleges and Universities State
Yri-versi-ty—System

(9) Hire appropriate staff which may include a

position that shall be exenpt frompart |l of chapter 110 and
is included in the Senior Managenent Service in accordance
with s. 110. 205.

Not hing in ss. 241.001-241.004 shall be construed to abrogate,
supersede, alter, or anend the powers and duties of any state
agency, district school board, community college board of
trustees, college board of trustees, university board of

trust ees the—StateBoard—of—Comunity—Cotteges, or the State
Board of Educati on Beard—oef—Regents.

Section 3. Notwithstanding subsection (7) of section 3
of chapter 2000-321, Laws of Florida, section 241.003, Florida
Statutes, shall not stand repeal ed January 7, 2003, but that

section is reenacted.
241.003 The Florida D stance Educati on teatning

Net wor k Advi sory Council; creation; nenbership; organization
neeti ngs. - -

(1) The Florida Distance Educati on teatrning Network
Advi sory Council is created in the Departnment of Education to

advi se and assist the departnent in carrying out its duties
relating to distance educati on tearning.
4
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(a) Conposition.--The advisory council, to be
appoi nted by and serve at the pleasure of the Commi ssi oner of
Educati on, shall not exceed 13 nenbers, selected fromthe
various entities who have interests in distance education
Fearning, and who are, when possible, |eading nenbers of
statewi de or regional organizations representing institutiona
consuners and providers so as to establish a broadly based and
representative di stance educati on tearning advi sory council .

(b) Representation.--The organi zations represented on
t he advisory council may include, but are not limted to,
public and private el enentary and secondary schools; public
and private postsecondary institutions, including vocationa
and technical centers; state agencies; libraries; the health
care community, including urban, rural, and teaching
hospitals; the cable tel ecommunications industry; the | oca
exchange tel ecomuni cations industry; and the interexchange
i ndustry. Two nenbers shall be the director or director's

desi gnee of the Division of Colleges and Universities and of
the Division of Community Col | eges €hanceHor—of—the—State
. . I I Lo e ey
. . ey L orid . "
the—executive—di+reector-—s—designee. One nenber nmay be a | ay

citizen.

(c) Organization, procedure, and conpensation. --

1. The advisory council shall neet at |east annually.

2. The advisory council shall elect a chair, a vice
chair, and a secretary fromits nenbership for 1l-year terns.
O ficers may be reel ected.

3. The advisory council shall neet at the call of its
chair, at the request of the mpjority of its nenbership, the
conm ssioner, or at such tines as its nmenbership prescribes.
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(2) The advisory council may study and recommend to
t he depart nment concer ni ng:

(a) A marketing program statew de, nationally, and
internationally, as deened appropriate.

(b) The recipients of the Educational Technol ogy G ant
Program provided in s. 241.004.

(c) Suggested |egislation concerning distance
educati on tearning.

(d) Any other issue regarding distance education
Fearning that the council deens appropriate.

(3) The departnent shall provide administrative and
support services to the advisory council.

Section 4. Notwithstanding subsection (7) of section 3
of chapter 2000-321, Laws of Florida, section 241.004, Florida
Statutes, shall not stand repeal ed January 7, 2003, but that
section is reenacted to read:

241.004 Educational Technol ogy Grant Program - -

(1) The Departnent of Education shall annually award
grants to school districts, area technical centers, comunity
col l eges, state universities, and independent institutions
eligible to participate in state student assistance prograns
established in part |V of chapter 240. The departnent shal
give priority to cooperative proposals subnmitted by two or
nore institutions or delivery systens. The proposal s shal
i ncl ude:

(a) Information which describes the educationa
signi ficance of the program or service in addressing state
educational priorities.

(b) The target popul ation for the program

(c) The programcontent to be transmitted.

(d) The support services to be provided.
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(e) Provisions to use at |east 20 percent of any funds
awarded for training both faculty and student learners in the
use and application of the products devel oped.

(2) Progranms and courses devel oped through the grant
program shall be marketed statew de and nationwide with a
portion of any profits fromthe sale or use of such prograns
retained by the developing institutions or systens and a
portion reinvested in the grant programfor further program
devel opnent. The distribution of any revenues received shal
be deternined by formal agreenent between the departnent and
t he devel opi ng systemor institution

(3) The departnent shall identify state educationa
priorities and i ssue a request for proposals by June 1 in
every year in which funds are available for grants. The
departnent shall ensure the quality of the prograns and
courses produced through the grants and produce an annua
status report by March 1 describing the projects funded and
accounting for any proceeds.

Section 5. Notwithstandi ng subsection (7) of section 3
of chapter 2000-321, Laws of Florida, section 244.01, Florida
Statutes, shall not stand repeal ed January 7, 2003, but that
section is reenacted to read:

244,01 Regional education; state policy.--1t is hereby
declared to be the policy of the state to pronbte the
devel opnent and nmi nt enance of regional education services and
facilities in the Southern States in the professional
technol ogical, scientific, literary and other fields so as to
provi de greater educational advantages for the citizens of the
state and the citizens in the several states in said region
and it is found and determined by the Legislature of the state
that greater educational advantages and facilities for the
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citizens of the state in certain phases of the professional
technol ogical, scientific, literary and other fields in
educati on can best be acconplished by the devel opnent and
mai nt enance of regional educational services and facilities,
under the plan enbodied in "The Regional Pact" hereinafter
adopted; and this law shall be liberally construed to
acconpl i sh such purposes.

Section 6. Notwithstanding subsection (7) of section 3
of chapter 2000-321, Laws of Florida, section 244.02, Florida
Statutes, shall not stand repeal ed January 7, 2003, but that
section is reenacted to read:

244,02 Regional conpact.--The conpact entered into by
the state and other Southern States by and through their
respective governors on February 8, 1948, as anended, relative
to the devel opnent and mai ntenance of regi onal education
services and schools in the Southern States in the
prof essi onal, technol ogical, scientific, literary and other
fields so as to pronote greater educational facilities for the
citizens of the several states who reside in said region, a
copy of said conpact, as anended, being as follows:

THE REQ ONAL COWVPACT
(as anended)

WHEREAS, The States who are parties hereto have during
t he past several years conducted careful investigation |Iooking
toward t he establishnment and mai ntenance of jointly owned and
operated regi onal educational institutions in the Southern
States in the professional, technological, scientific,
literary, and other fields, so as to provide greater
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educati onal advantages and facilities for the citizens of the
several states who reside within such region; and

WHEREAS, Meharry Medical Coll ege of Nashville,
Tennessee, has proposed that its |ands, buildings, equipnent,
and the net incone fromits endownent be turned over to the
Southern States, or to an agency acting in their behalf, to be
operated as a regional institution for nedical, dental and
nursi ng education upon terms and conditions to be hereafter
agreed upon between the Southern States and Meharry Medica
Col | ege, which proposal, because of the present financi al
condition of the institution, has been approved by the said
states who are parties hereto; and

WHEREAS, the said states desire to enter into a conpact
wi th each other providing for the planning and establi shnment
of regional educational facilities;

NOW THEREFORE, in consideration of the nutua
agreenents, covenants and obligations assuned by the
respective states who are parties hereto (hereinafter referred
to as "states"), the said several states do hereby forma
geographi cal district or region consisting of the areas |ying
wi thin the boundaries of the contracting states which, for the
pur poses of this conpact, shall constitute an area for
regi onal education supported by public funds derived from
taxation by the constituent states and derived from ot her
sources for the establishnment, acquisition, operation and
mai nt enance of regional educational schools and institutions
for the benefit of citizens of the respective states residing
within the region so established as may be deternined from
time to tinme in accordance with the terns and provisions of
this conpact.
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The states do further hereby establish and create a
j oint agency which shall be known as the Board of Control for
Sout hern Regi onal Education (hereinafter referred to as the
"board"), the nenbers of which board shall consist of the
governor of each state, ex officio, and four additiona
citizens of each state to be appointed by the governor
t hereof, at |east one of whom shall be selected fromthe field
of education, and at | east one of whom shall be a nenber of
the legislature of that state. The governor shall continue as
a nmenber of the board during his or her tenure of office as
governor of the state, but the nenbers of the board appointed
by the governor shall hold office for a period of four years
except that in the original appointnents one board nenber so
appoi nted by the governor shall be designated at the tine of
his or her appointnent to serve an initial termof two years,
one board nmenber to serve an initial termof three years, and
the remai ning board nenber to serve the full termof four
years, but thereafter the successor of each appoi nted board
nmenber shall serve the full termof four years. Vacancies on
t he board caused by death, resignation, refusal or inability
to serve, shall be filled by appointnent by the governor for
the unexpired portion of the term The officers of the board
shall be a chair, a vice chair, a secretary, a treasurer, and
such additional officers as may be created by the board from
time to tinme. The board shall neet annually and officers
shall be elected to hold office until the next annual neeting.
The board shall have the right to fornmulate and establish
byl aws not inconsistent with the provisions of this conpact to
govern its own actions in the performance of the duties
del egated to it including the right to create and appoi nt an
executive conmmittee and a finance comiittee with such powers
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and authority as the board nmay delegate to themfromtine to
time. The board may, within its discretion, elect as its
chair a person who is not a nenber of the board, provided such
person resides within a signatory state, and upon such

el ection such person shall becone a nenber of the board with
all the rights and privil eges of such nmenbership. This

par agraph as anended in 1957 shall be effective when eight or
nore of the states party to the conpact have given |legislative
approval to the anmendnent.

It shall be the duty of the board to subnmit plans and
recomendations to the states fromtinme to tine for their
approval and adoption by appropriate |egislative action for
t he devel opnent, establishnent, acquisition, operation and
mai nt enance of educational schools and institutions within the
geographical limts of the regional area of the states, of
such character and type and for such educational purposes,
prof essi onal, technol ogical, scientific, literary, or
ot herwi se, as they may deem and determnine to be proper
necessary or advisable. Title to all such educationa
institutions when so established by appropriate |egislative
actions of the states and to all properties and facilities
used in connection therewith shall be vested in said board as
the agency of and for the use and benefit of the said states
and the citizens thereof, and all such educati ona
institutions shall be operated, maintained and financed in the
manner herein set out, subject to any provisions or
limtations which may be contained in the | egislative acts of
the states authorizing the creation, establishnment and
operation of such educational institutions.

In addition to the power and authority heretofore
granted, the board shall have the power to enter into such
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agreenents or arrangenents with any of the states and with
educational institutions or agencies, as nmay be required in
the judgnent of the board, to provide adequate services and
facilities for the graduate, professional, and technica
education for the benefit of the citizens of the respective
states residing within the region, and such additional and
general power and authority as may be vested in the board from
time to tine by legislative enactnent of the said states.

Any two or nore states who are parties of this conpact
shal |l have the right to enter into suppl enental agreenents
providing for the establishnent, financing and operation of
regi onal educational institutions for the benefit of citizens
residing within an area which constitutes a portion of the
general region herein created, such institutions to be
financed exclusively by such states and to be controlled
excl usively by the nenbers of the board representing such
states provided such agreenent is submtted to and approved by
the board prior to the establishnent of such institutions.

Each state agrees that, when authorized by the
legislature, it will fromtinme to tinme nake avail abl e and pay
over to said board such funds as may be required for the
establ i shnent, acquisition, operation and mai ntenance of such
regi onal educational institutions as nay be authorized by the
states under the terns of this conpact, the contribution of
each state at all tines to be in the proportion that its
popul ation bears to the total conbi ned popul ati on of the
states who are parties hereto as shown fromtine to tine by
the nost recent official published report of the bureau of the
census of the United States of Anerica; or upon such other
basis as may be agreed upon
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This conpact shall not take effect or be binding upon
any state unless and until it shall be approved by proper
| egislative action of as many as six or nore of the states
whose governors have subscribed hereto within a period of
ei ghteen nonths fromthe date hereof. Wen and if six or nore
states shall have given | egislative approval to this conpact
within said eighteen nonths period, it shall be and becone
bi ndi ng upon such six or nore states sixty days after the date
of legislative approval by the sixth state and the governors
of such six or nore states shall forthwith name the nmenbers of
the board fromtheir states as herei nabove set out, and the
board shall then neet on call of the governor of any state
approving this conpact, at which tinme the board shall el ect
of ficers, adopt bylaws, appoint comrmttees and otherw se fully
organi ze. O her states whose nanes are subscribed hereto
shal | thereafter becone parties hereto upon approval of this
conpact by legislative action within two years fromthe date
hereof, upon such conditions as may be agreed upon at the
time. Provided, however, that with respect to any state whose
constitution may require anendnent in order to pernmt
| egi sl ative approval of the conpact, such state or states
shal | becone parties hereto upon approval of this conpact by
| egislative action within seven years fromthe date hereof,
upon such conditions as may be agreed upon at the tine.

After becoming effective this conpact shall thereafter
continue without limtation of tinme; provided, however, that
it my be ternminated at any tinme by unani nbus action of the
states and provided further that any state nay wi thdraw from
this conpact if such withdrawal is approved by its
| egi slature, such withdrawal to becone effective two years
after witten notice thereof to the board acconpani ed by a
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certified copy of the requisite legislative action, but such
wi thdrawal shall not relieve the withdrawing state fromits
obl i gati ons hereunder accruing up to the effective date of
such withdrawal. Any state so withdrawi ng shall ipso facto
cease to have any claimto or ownership of any of the property
held or vested in the board or to any of the funds of the
board held under the terns of this conpact.

If any state shall at any tine becone in default in the
perfornmance of any of its obligations assuned herein or with
respect to any obligation inposed upon said state as
aut hori zed by and in conpliance with the ternms and provisions
of this conpact, all rights, privileges and benefits of such
defaulting state, its nenbers on the board and its citizens
shal|l ipso facto be and becone suspended fromand after the
date of such default. Unless such default shall be renedi ed
and made good within a period of one year inmediately
following the date of such default this conpact may be
terminated with respect to such defaulting state by an
affirmati ve vote of three-fourths of the nenbers of the board
(exclusive of the nenbers representing the state in default),
fromand after which tine such state shall cease to be a party
to this conpact and shall have no further claimto or
ownership of any of the property held by or vested in the
board or to any of the funds of the board held under the terns
of this conpact, but such termination shall in no manner
rel ease such defaulting state fromany accrued obligation or
ot herwi se affect this conpact or the rights, duties,
privileges or obligations of the renaining states thereunder

I N WTNESS WHERECF t his conpact has been approved and
si gned by governors of the several states, subject to the
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approval of their respective |legislatures in the manner

her ei nabove set out, as of the 8th day of February, 1948.
STATE OF FLORIDA BY MIlard F. Cal dwell, Governor

STATE OF MARYLAND BY Wn Preston Lane, Jr., Governor. STATE

OF GEORA@ A BY M E. Thonpson, Governor. STATE OF LOUI SI ANA

BY J. H Davis, Covernor. STATE OF ALABANA BY Janes E.

Fol som Governor. STATE OF M SSISSIPPI BY F. L. Wight,

Governor. STATE OF TENNESSEE BY Ji m McCord, Governor. STATE

OF ARKANSAS BY Ben Laney, Governor. COWONWEALTH OF VIRG NI A

BY Wn M Tuck, Governor. STATE OF NORTH CAROLI NA BY R &G egg

Cherry, Governor. STATE OF SOUTH CARCLI NA BY J. Strom

Thur nond, Governor. STATE OF TEXAS BY Beauford H Jester

Gover nor . STATE OF OKLAHOVA BY Roy J. Turner, Governor. STATE

OF WEST VIRA NI A BY d arence W Meadows, Gover nor

be and the sane is hereby approved and the State of Florida is
hereby declared to be a party to said conpact and the
agreenents, covenants and obligations contained therein are
hereby declared to be binding upon the State of Florida.
Section 7. Section 244.03, Florida Statutes, is
r epeal ed
Section 8. This act shall take effect January 7, 2003.
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STATEMENT OF SUBSTANTI AL CHANGES CONTAI NED | N
COW TTEE SUBSTI TUTE FOR
Senate Bill 1590

The bill reenacts certain statutes with technical anendnents

changi ng the nanmes to conformw th educati on governance

reorganlzatlon enacted in 1998, 2000, and 2 The nanes

changed are:

Area Technical Center to Technical Center

Di stance learning to di stance education

Board of Regents to Division of Colleges and Universities
Chancellor to Director

State Bo?rd of Community Colleges to Division of Community
eges

Executive Director to D rector
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