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1 Abill to be entitled

2 An act relating to education; reenacting and

3 anending s. 230.64, F.S.; elimnating obsolete
4 references to "area" with respect to technica
5 centers operated by school districts;

6 reenacting and anending s. 241.002, Florida

7 Statutes, changing the term"di stance | earning"
8 to "distance education"; elininating obsolete
9 references to the State Board of Community

10 Col | eges and the Board of Regents; requiring
11 certain allocations to the Division of

12 Community Coll eges and the Division of Colleges
13 and Universities; reenacting and amendi ng ss.
14 241.003, 241.004, F.S.; conforming ternms to

15 changes nmade by the act; reenacting s. 244.01
16 F.S.; revising provisions governing state

17 policy for regional education; reenacting s.

18 244,02, F.S.; revising provisions governing the
19 sout hern regi onal conpact; authorizing a

20 denonstration programto be called Learning

21 Gateway; creating a steering committee

22 provi di ng for nenbershi p and appoi nt nent of

23 steering commttee nenbers; establishing duties
24 of the steering conmittee; authorizing

25 denonstration projects in specified counties;
26 aut hori zi ng desi gnated agenci es to provide

27 confidential information to such program

28 providing for funding; repealing s. 244.03,

29 F.S., relating to distribution anong certain
30 states of copies of a 1948 |law, providing an
31 ef fective date.
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Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Notwithstanding subsection (7) of section 3
of chapter 2000-321, Laws of Florida, section 230.64, Florida
Statutes, shall not stand repeal ed January 7, 2003, but that
section is reenacted and anended to read:

230.64 Area Technical center part of district schoo
system mini mrum st andards. - -

(1) AREA TECHNI CAL CENTER PART OF DI STRI CT SCHOOL
SYSTEM DI RECTED BY A DI RECTOR. - - A Ar—area technical center
establ i shed or acquired under provisions of law, is shatH
conprise a part of the district school systemof the state
whi ch of f er s and—shatH—rean—an—educational—institution
offer+ng term nal courses of a technical and vocationa

nature, and courses for out-of-school youth and adults, shal
be subject to the general school |aws of the state insofar as
such |l aws are applicable, shall be under the control of the
school board of the district in which it is |ocated and shal
be directed by a director, who shall be responsible through

t he superintendent to the school board of the district in

whi ch the center is |ocated.

(2) COW SSI ONER SHALL PRESCRI BE M NI MUM
STANDARDS. - - The conmi ssi oner shall prescribe mni mum standards
that nust be net before an area technical center is organized
acquired or operated, and that will assure that the purposes
of the center are attained.

Section 2. Notwithstanding subsection (7) of section 3
of chapter 2000-321, Laws of Florida, section 241.002, Florida
Statutes, shall not stand repeal ed January 7, 2003, but that
section is reenacted and anended to read:

2
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1 241.002 Duties of the Departnent of Education.--The
2| duties of the Departnent of Education concerning distance
3 | educati on tearntng i nclude, but are not linmted to, the duty
41| to:
5 (1) Facilitate the inplenentation of a statew de
6 | coordi nated system and resource systemfor cost-efficient
7 | advanced tel ecomuni cations services and di stance education
8| which will increase overall student access to education
9 (2) Coordinate the use of existing resources,
10| including, but not linmted to, the state's satellite
11 | transponders on the education satellites, the SUNCOM Net worKk,
12 | the Florida Informati on Resource Network (FIRN), the
13 | Departnent of Managenent Services, the Departnment of
14 | Corrections, and the Departnent of Children and Family
15| Services' satellite communication facilities to support a
16 | statewi de advanced tel ecomruni cati ons services and di stance
17 | educati on tearttng net worKk.
18 (3) Assist in the coordination of the utilization of
19 | the production and uplink capabilities available through
20| Florida's public television stations, eligible facilities,
21 | i ndependent coll eges and universities, private firnms, and
22 | others as needed.
23 (4) Seek the assistance and cooperation of Florida's
24 | cable television providers in the inplenentation of the
25| statew de advanced tel ecommuni cati ons services and distance
26 | educati on tearntg net worKk.
27 (5) Seek the assistance and cooperation of Florida's
28 | tel ecommunications carriers to provide affordabl e student
29 | access to advanced tel ecomuni cati ons services and to distance
30 | educati on tearning.
31
3

CODING:Words st+ieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




© 00 N O O W DN P

W WNNNNMNNMNNNMNNNNRRRERRPRPEPR R PR R
P O © 0 N O 00~ WNIRPLO O ®~NOOUu D WNPRER O

CS for SB 1590 First Engrossed

(6) Coordinate partnerships for devel opnent,
acqui sition, use, and distribution of distance education
Fearning.

(7 Secure and admi ni ster funding for progranms and
activities for distance education tearning from federal
state, local, and private sources and fromfees derived from
services and material s.

(8) Manage the state's satellite transponder resources
and enter into | ease agreenents to nmaxinize the use of
avail abl e transponder tine. Al net revenue realized through
the |l easing of available transponder tine, after deducting the
costs of perform ng the nanagenent function, shall be recycled
to support the public education distance education tearning in
this state based upon an allocation fornmula of one-third to
t he Departnent of Education, one-third to the Division of
Communi ty Col | eges StateBoard—of—Community—CotHeges, and
one-third to the Division of Colleges and Universities State
Yri-versi-ty—System

(9) Hire appropriate staff which may include a

position that shall be exenpt frompart |l of chapter 110 and
is included in the Senior Managenent Service in accordance
with s. 110. 205.

Not hing in ss. 241.001-241.004 shall be construed to abrogate,
supersede, alter, or anend the powers and duties of any state
agency, district school board, community college board of
trustees, college board of trustees, university board of

trust ees the—StateBoard—of—Comunity—Cotteges, or the State
Board of Educati on Beard—oef—Regents.

Section 3. Notwithstanding subsection (7) of section 3
of chapter 2000-321, Laws of Florida, section 241.003, Florida

4
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Statutes, shall not stand repeal ed January 7, 2003, but that
section i s reenact ed.
241.003 The Florida D stance Educati on teatning

Net wor k Advi sory Council; creation; nenbership; organization
neeti ngs. - -

(1) The Florida Distance Educati on teatrning Network
Advi sory Council is created in the Departnment of Education to

advi se and assist the departnent in carrying out its duties
relating to distance educati on tearning.

(a) Conposition.--The advisory council, to be
appoi nted by and serve at the pleasure of the Commi ssi oner of
Educati on, shall not exceed 13 nenbers, selected fromthe
various entities who have interests in distance education
Fearning, and who are, when possible, |eading nenbers of
statew de or regional organizations representing institutiona
consuners and providers so as to establish a broadly based and
representative di stance educati on tearning advi sory council .

(b) Representation.--The organi zations represented on
t he advisory council may include, but are not limted to,
public and private el enentary and secondary schools; public
and private postsecondary institutions, including vocationa
and technical centers; state agencies; libraries; the health
care community, including urban, rural, and teaching
hospitals; the cable tel econmunications industry; the | oca
exchange tel ecomuni cations industry; and the interexchange
i ndustry. Two nenbers shall be the director or director's

desi gnee of the Division of Colleges and Universities and of
the Division of Community Col | eges ChanceHor—of—the—State
. . I I Lo e ey
. . ey L orid . "

5
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1 | the—executive—director—s—destgnee. One nenber nay be a |ay
2| citizen.
3 (c) Organization, procedure, and conpensation. --
4 1. The advisory council shall neet at |east annually.
5 2. The advisory council shall elect a chair, a vice
6| chair, and a secretary fromits nenbership for 1-year terns.
7| Oficers may be reel ected.
8 3. The advisory council shall neet at the call of its
9| chair, at the request of the majority of its nenbership, the
10 | conmissioner, or at such tines as its nenbership prescribes.
11 (2) The advisory council may study and recommend to
12 | the departnent concerning:
13 (a) A marketing program statew de, nationally, and
14 | internationally, as deened appropriate.
15 (b) The recipients of the Educational Technol ogy G ant
16 | Program provided in s. 241.004.
17 (c) Suggested |egislation concerning distance
18 | educati on tearning.
19 (d) Any other issue regarding distance education
20 | tearning that the council deens appropriate.
21 (3) The departnent shall provide administrative and
22 | support services to the advisory council
23 Section 4. Notwithstandi ng subsection (7) of section 3
24 | of chapter 2000-321, Laws of Florida, section 241.004, Florida
25| Statutes, shall not stand repeal ed January 7, 2003, but that
26 | section is reenacted to read:
27 241.004 Educational Technol ogy Grant Program - -
28 (1) The Departnent of Education shall annually award
29 | grants to school districts, area technical centers, community
30| colleges, state universities, and i ndependent institutions
3l | eligible to participate in state student assistance prograns
6
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established in part IV of chapter 240. The departnent shal
give priority to cooperative proposals subnmitted by two or
nore institutions or delivery systens. The proposal s shal
i ncl ude:

(a) Information which describes the educationa
signi fi cance of the program or service in addressing state
educational priorities.

(b) The target popul ation for the program

(c) The programcontent to be transmtted.

(d) The support services to be provided.

(e) Provisions to use at |east 20 percent of any funds
awarded for training both faculty and student learners in the
use and application of the products devel oped.

(2) Prograns and courses devel oped through the grant
program shall be marketed statew de and nationwide with a
portion of any profits fromthe sale or use of such prograns
retained by the developing institutions or systens and a
portion reinvested in the grant programfor further program
devel opnent. The distribution of any revenues received shal
be deternined by formal agreenent between the departnent and
t he devel opi ng systemor institution

(3) The departnent shall identify state educationa
priorities and issue a request for proposals by June 1 in
every year in which funds are available for grants. The
departnent shall ensure the quality of the prograns and
courses produced through the grants and produce an annua
status report by March 1 describing the projects funded and
accounting for any proceeds.

Section 5. Notwithstandi ng subsection (7) of section 3
of chapter 2000-321, Laws of Florida, section 244.01, Florida

7
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Statutes, shall not stand repeal ed January 7, 2003, but that
section is reenacted to read:

244,01 Regional education; state policy.--1t is hereby
declared to be the policy of the state to pronbte the
devel opnent and nmi nt enance of regional education services and
facilities in the Southern States in the professional
technol ogical, scientific, literary and other fields so as to
provi de greater educational advantages for the citizens of the
state and the citizens in the several states in said region
and it is found and deternmined by the Legislature of the state
that greater educational advantages and facilities for the
citizens of the state in certain phases of the professional
technol ogical, scientific, literary and other fields in
educati on can best be acconplished by the devel opnent and
mai nt enance of regional educational services and facilities,
under the plan enbodied in "The Regional Pact" hereinafter
adopted; and this law shall be liberally construed to
acconpl i sh such purposes.

Section 6. Notwithstanding subsection (7) of section 3
of chapter 2000-321, Laws of Florida, section 244.02, Florida
Statutes, shall not stand repeal ed January 7, 2003, but that
section is reenacted to read:

244,02 Regional conpact.--The conpact entered into by
the state and other Southern States by and through their
respective governors on February 8, 1948, as anended, relative
to the devel opnent and mai ntenance of regi onal education
services and schools in the Southern States in the
prof essi onal, technol ogical, scientific, literary and other
fields so as to pronpte greater educational facilities for the
citizens of the several states who reside in said region, a
copy of said conpact, as anended, being as follows:

8
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1
2 THE REQ ONAL COWVPACT
3 (as anended)
4
5 WHEREAS, The States who are parties hereto have during
6 | the past several years conducted careful investigation |Iooking
7 | toward the establishnment and mai ntenance of jointly owned and
8 | operated regional educational institutions in the Southern
9| States in the professional, technol ogical, scientific,
10| literary, and other fields, so as to provide greater
11 | educational advantages and facilities for the citizens of the
12 | several states who reside within such region; and
13 WHEREAS, Meharry Medical Coll ege of Nashville,
14 | Tennessee, has proposed that its |ands, buildings, equipnent,
15| and the net incone fromits endownent be turned over to the
16 | Southern States, or to an agency acting in their behalf, to be
17 | operated as a regional institution for nedical, dental and
18 | nursing education upon ternms and conditions to be hereafter
19 | agreed upon between the Southern States and Meharry Medica
20 | Col | ege, which proposal, because of the present financial
21| condition of the institution, has been approved by the said
22 | states who are parties hereto; and
23 WHEREAS, the said states desire to enter into a conpact
24 | with each other providing for the planning and establishnent
25| of regional educational facilities;
26 NOW THEREFORE, in consideration of the nutua
27 | agreenents, covenants and obligations assuned by the
28 | respective states who are parties hereto (hereinafter referred
29| to as "states"), the said several states do hereby forma
30 | geographical district or region consisting of the areas |ying
31| within the boundaries of the contracting states which, for the
9
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pur poses of this conpact, shall constitute an area for
regi onal education supported by public funds derived from
taxation by the constituent states and derived from ot her
sources for the establishnment, acquisition, operation and
mai nt enance of regional educational schools and institutions
for the benefit of citizens of the respective states residing
within the region so established as may be deternined from
time to tine in accordance with the terns and provisions of
this conpact.

The states do further hereby establish and create a
j oint agency which shall be known as the Board of Control for
Sout hern Regi onal Education (hereinafter referred to as the
"board"), the nenbers of which board shall consist of the
governor of each state, ex officio, and four additiona
citizens of each state to be appointed by the governor
t hereof, at |east one of whom shall be selected fromthe field
of education, and at | east one of whom shall be a nenber of
the legislature of that state. The governor shall continue as
a nmenber of the board during his or her tenure of office as
governor of the state, but the nenbers of the board appointed
by the governor shall hold office for a period of four years
except that in the original appointnents one board nenber so
appoi nted by the governor shall be designated at the tine of
his or her appointnent to serve an initial termof two years,
one board nmenber to serve an initial termof three years, and
the remai ning board nenber to serve the full term of four
years, but thereafter the successor of each appoi nted board
nmenber shall serve the full termof four years. Vacancies on
t he board caused by death, resignation, refusal or inability
to serve, shall be filled by appointnent by the governor for
the unexpired portion of the term The officers of the board

10
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shall be a chair, a vice chair, a secretary, a treasurer, and
such additional officers as may be created by the board from
time to tine. The board shall neet annually and officers
shall be elected to hold office until the next annual neeting.
The board shall have the right to fornmulate and establish

byl aws not inconsistent with the provisions of this conpact to
govern its own actions in the performance of the duties

del egated to it including the right to create and appoi nt an
executive committee and a finance comittee with such powers
and authority as the board nmay delegate to themfromtine to
time. The board may, within its discretion, elect as its
chair a person who is not a nenber of the board, provided such
person resides within a signatory state, and upon such

el ection such person shall becone a nenber of the board with
all the rights and privil eges of such nmenbership. This

par agraph as anended in 1957 shall be effective when eight or
nore of the states party to the conpact have given |legislative
approval to the anmendnent.

It shall be the duty of the board to subnmit plans and
recomendations to the states fromtinme to tine for their
approval and adoption by appropriate |egislative action for
t he devel opnent, establishnent, acquisition, operation and
mai nt enance of educational schools and institutions within the
geographical limts of the regional area of the states, of
such character and type and for such educational purposes,
prof essi onal, technol ogical, scientific, literary, or
ot herwi se, as they may deem and determnine to be proper
necessary or advisable. Title to all such educationa
institutions when so established by appropriate |egislative
actions of the states and to all properties and facilities
used in connection therewith shall be vested in said board as

11
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the agency of and for the use and benefit of the said states
and the citizens thereof, and all such educati ona

institutions shall be operated, maintained and financed in the
manner herein set out, subject to any provisions or
limtations which may be contained in the | egislative acts of
the states authorizing the creation, establishnment and
operation of such educational institutions.

In addition to the power and authority heretofore
granted, the board shall have the power to enter into such
agreenents or arrangenents with any of the states and with
educational institutions or agencies, as nmay be required in
the judgnent of the board, to provide adequate services and
facilities for the graduate, professional, and technica
education for the benefit of the citizens of the respective
states residing within the region, and such additional and
general power and authority as may be vested in the board from
time to tine by legislative enactnent of the said states.

Any two or nore states who are parties of this conpact
shal |l have the right to enter into suppl enental agreenents
providing for the establishnent, financing and operation of
regi onal educational institutions for the benefit of citizens
residing within an area which constitutes a portion of the
general region herein created, such institutions to be
financed exclusively by such states and to be controlled
excl usively by the nenbers of the board representing such
states provided such agreenent is submtted to and approved by
the board prior to the establishnent of such institutions.

Each state agrees that, when authorized by the
legislature, it will fromtinme to tinme nake avail abl e and pay
over to said board such funds as may be required for the
establ i shnent, acquisition, operation and mai ntenance of such

12
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regi onal educational institutions as nay be authorized by the
states under the terns of this conpact, the contribution of
each state at all tines to be in the proportion that its
popul ation bears to the total conbi ned popul ati on of the
states who are parties hereto as shown fromtine to tine by
the nost recent official published report of the bureau of the
census of the United States of Anerica; or upon such other
basis as may be agreed upon

This conpact shall not take effect or be binding upon
any state unless and until it shall be approved by proper
| egislative action of as many as six or nore of the states
whose governors have subscribed hereto within a period of
ei ghteen nonths fromthe date hereof. Wen and if six or nore
states shall have given | egislative approval to this conpact
within said eighteen nonths period, it shall be and becone
bi ndi ng upon such six or nore states sixty days after the date
of legislative approval by the sixth state and the governors
of such six or nore states shall forthwith name the nmenbers of
the board fromtheir states as herei nabove set out, and the
board shall then neet on call of the governor of any state
approving this conpact, at which tine the board shall elect
of ficers, adopt bylaws, appoint commttees and otherw se fully
organi ze. (O her states whose nanes are subscribed hereto
shal | thereafter becone parties hereto upon approval of this
conpact by legislative action within two years fromthe date
hereof, upon such conditions as may be agreed upon at the
time. Provided, however, that with respect to any state whose
constitution may require anendnent in order to pernmt
| egi sl ative approval of the conpact, such state or states
shal | becone parties hereto upon approval of this conpact by

13
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| egislative action within seven years fromthe date hereof,
upon such conditions as may be agreed upon at the tine.

After becoming effective this conpact shall thereafter
continue without limtation of tinme; provided, however, that
it my be ternminated at any time by unani nbus action of the
states and provided further that any state nay wi thdraw from
this conpact if such withdrawal is approved by its
| egi slature, such withdrawal to becone effective two years
after witten notice thereof to the board acconpani ed by a
certified copy of the requisite legislative action, but such
wi thdrawal shall not relieve the withdrawing state fromits
obl i gati ons hereunder accruing up to the effective date of
such withdrawal. Any state so withdrawi ng shall ipso facto
cease to have any claimto or ownership of any of the property
held or vested in the board or to any of the funds of the
board held under the terns of this conpact.

If any state shall at any tine becone in default in the
perfornmance of any of its obligations assuned herein or with
respect to any obligation inposed upon said state as
aut hori zed by and in conpliance with the ternms and provisions
of this conmpact, all rights, privileges and benefits of such
defaulting state, its nenbers on the board and its citizens
shal|l ipso facto be and becone suspended fromand after the
date of such default. Unless such default shall be renedi ed
and made good within a period of one year inmediately
following the date of such default this conpact may be
terminated with respect to such defaulting state by an
affirmati ve vote of three-fourths of the nenbers of the board
(exclusive of the nenbers representing the state in default),
fromand after which tine such state shall cease to be a party
to this conpact and shall have no further claimto or

14
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ownership of any of the property held by or vested in the
board or to any of the funds of the board held under the terns
of this conpact, but such termination shall in no manner
rel ease such defaulting state fromany accrued obligation or
ot herwi se affect this conpact or the rights, duties,
privileges or obligations of the renaining states thereunder
I N WTNESS WHERECF t his conpact has been approved and
si gned by governors of the several states, subject to the
approval of their respective |legislatures in the manner
her ei nabove set out, as of the 8th day of February, 1948.
STATE OF FLORIDA BY MIlard F. Cal dwell, Governor
STATE OF MARYLAND BY Wn Preston Lane, Jr., Governor. STATE
OF GEORA@ A BY M E. Thonpson, Governor. STATE OF LOUI SI ANA
BY J. H Davis, Covernor. STATE OF ALABANA BY Janes E.
Fol som Governor. STATE OF M SSISSIPPI BY F. L. Wight,
Governor. STATE OF TENNESSEE BY Ji m McCord, Governor. STATE
OF ARKANSAS BY Ben Laney, Governor. COWONWEALTH OF VIRG NI A
BY Wn M Tuck, Governor. STATE OF NORTH CAROLI NA BY R &G egg
Cherry, Governor. STATE OF SOUTH CARCLI NA BY J. Strom
Thur nond, Governor. STATE OF TEXAS BY Beauford H Jester
Gover nor . STATE OF OKLAHOVA BY Roy J. Turner, Governor. STATE
OF WEST VIRA NI A BY d arence W Meadows, Gover nor

be and the sane is hereby approved and the State of Florida is
hereby declared to be a party to said conpact and the
agreenents, covenants and obligations contained therein are
hereby declared to be binding upon the State of Florida.
Section 7. Learning Gateway. - -
(1) PROGRAM GOALS. --The Legislature authorizes a
3-year denonstration program to be called the Learning

Gateway, the purpose of which is to provide parents access to

15
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1| information, referral, and services to | essen the effects of
2| learning disabilities in children frombirth to age 9.
3| Parental consent shall be required for initial contact and
4 | referral for evaluation and services provided through the
5] Learning Gateway. Each pil ot program nust design and test an
6| integrated, comunity-based systemto help parents identify
7 | |l earni ng problens and access early-education and intervention
8| services in order to nininm ze or prevent |earning
9| disabilities. The Learning Gateway nmust be available to
10 | parents in the settings where they and their children live,
11 | work, seek care, or study. The goals of the Learni ng Gat eway
12 | are to:
13 (a) |Inprove community awareness and education of
14 | parents and practitioners about the warni ng signs or
15| precursors of |learning problens and | earning disabilities,
16 | i ncl udi ng di sorders or del ayed devel opnent in | anguage,
17 | attention, behavior, and social-enptional functioning,
18 | including dyslexia and attention deficit hyperactivity
19 | disorder, in children frombirth through age 9.
20 (b) Inprove access for children who are experiencing
21| early learning problens and their fanmilies to appropriate
22 | prograns, services, and supports through inproved outreach and
23 | referral processes anbng providers.
24 (c) |Inprove devel opnental nonitoring and the
25| availability to parents of appropriate screening resources,
26 | with enphasis on children frombirth through age 9 who are at
27 | high risk of having | earni ng probl ens.
28 (d) Inprove the availability to parents of appropriate
29 | education and intervention prograns, services, and supports to
30 | address |l earning problens and | earning disabilities.
31

16
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1 (e) ldentify gaps in the array of services and
2 | supports so that an appropriate child-centered and
3| famly-centered conti nuum of educati on and support woul d be
4 | readily available in each comunity.
5 (f) |Inprove accountability of the systemthrough
6 | i nproved planning, integration, and collaborati on anpong
7 | providers and through outcone neasurenent in coll aboration
8| with parents.
9 (2) LEARNI NG GATEWAY STEERI NG COW TTEE. - -
10 (a) To ensure that parents of children with potenti al
11| learning problens and learning disabilities have access to the
12 | appropriate necessary services and supports, an 18-nenber
13| steering conmittee is created. The steering conmittee is
14 | assigned to the Departnment of Education for admnistrative
15 | pur poses.
16 (b) The duties of the Learning Gateway Steering
17 | Conmittee are to provide policy devel opnent, consultation
18 | oversight, and support for the inplenentation of three
19 | denonstration progranms and to advi se the agencies, the
20 | Legislature, and the Governor on statew de inpl enentation of
21 | system conponents and i ssues and on strategies for continuing
22 | i nprovenent to the system
23 (c) The steering conmmittee shall direct the
24 | adni ni stering agency of the Learning Gateway programto expend
25| the funds appropriated for the steering committee's use to
26 | procure the products delineated in section 8 of this act
27 | through contracts or other neans. The steering comittee and
28 | the Learning Gateway pilot prograns will provide infornmation
29| and referral for services but will not provide direct services
30| to parents or children
31
17
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(d) The steering commttee nust include parents,

service providers, and representatives of the disciplines

relevant to diagnosis of and intervention in early |earning

probl ens. The Governor shall appoint one nenber fromthe

private sector who has expertise in communi cati ons, nmnagenent

or service provision, one nenber who has expertise in

children's vision, one nenber who has expertise in | earning

disabilities, one nenber who has expertise in audiol ogy, one

nenber who is a parent of a child eligible for services by the

Learni ng Gateway, and one provider of related diagnostic and

i ntervention services. The President of the Senate shal

appoi nt one nenber fromthe private sector who has expertise

i n comuni cations, nmanagenent or service provision, one nenber

who has expertise in energent literacy, one nenber who has

expertise in pediatrics, one nenber who has expertise in brain

devel opnent, one nenber who is a parent of a child eligible

for services by the Learning Gateway, and one nmenber who is a

provider of related diagnostic and intervention services. The

Speaker of the House of Representatives shall appoint one

nenber fromthe private sector who has expertise in

communi cati ons, nmnagenent or service provision, one nenber

who has expertise in environnental health and allergies, one

nmenber who has expertise in children's nutrition, one nenber

who has expertise in fanmily nedicine, one parent of a child

eligible for services by the Learni ng Gateway, and one nenber

who is a school psychol ogi st providi ng diagnostic and

i ntervention services.

(e) To support and facilitate systeminprovenents, the

steering comrittee nmust consult with representatives fromthe

Departnent of Education, the Departnent of Health, the Florida

Partnership for School Readi ness, the Departnent of Children

18
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1| and Fanmily Services, the Agency for Health Care

2| Adm nistration, the Departnent of Juvenile Justice, and the

3 | Departnent of Corrections and the director of the Learning

4 | Devel opnment and Eval uation Center of Florida Agricultural and

5| Mechani cal University.

6 (f) Steering committee appoi ntnents nust be nade, and

7| the committee nust hold its first neeting, within 90 days

8| after this act takes effect. Steering conmmttee nenbers shal

9| be appointed to serve a termof 3 years. The Governor shal

10 | designate the chairnman of the steering commttee.

11 (g) Steering comittee nmenbers shall not receive

12 | conpensation for their services, but may receive rei nbursenent

13| for travel expenses incurred under section 112.061, Florida

14 | St at ut es.

15 (3) LEARNI NG GATEWAY DEMONSTRATI ON PRQJECTS. - -

16 (a) Wthin 90 days after its initial neeting, the

17 | Learning Gateway Steering Comittee shall accept proposals

18 | frominteragency consortia in Orange, Manatee, and St. Lucie

19 | counties which conprise public and private providers,

20 | community agenci es, business representatives, and the | oca

21 | school board in each county to serve as denonstration sites

22 | for design and devel opnent of a systemthat addresses the

23 | requirenments in section 8 of this act. If there is no proposa

24 | fromone of the designated counties, the steering conmittee

25| may sel ect another county to serve as a denonstration site by

26 | majority vote.

27 (b) The proposals for denpnstration projects nust

28 | provi de a conprehensive and detail ed description of the system

29 | of care. The description of the proposed system of care nust

30| clearly indicate the point of access for parents, integration

31| of services, linkages of providers, and additional array of
19
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services required to address the needs of children and

fam |i es.
(c) The denonstration projects should ensure that the

system of care appropriately includes existing services to the

full est extent possible and shoul d determ ne additiona

prograns, services, and supports that woul d be necessary to

i npl erent the requirenents of this act.

(d) The projects, in conjunction with the steering

commttee, shall deternine what portion of the systemcan be

funded using existing funds, denonstration funds provi ded by

this act, and other available private and community funds.

(e) The denonstration projects shall reconmend to the

steering comrttee the linking or conbining of sone or all of

the | ocal pl anning bodies, including school readi ness

coalitions, Healthy Start coalitions, Part C advisory

councils, Departnent of Children and Fanily Services community

al liances, and other boards or councils that have a prinmary

focus on services for children frombirth to age 9, to the

extent allowed by federal regulations, if such changes woul d

i mprove coordi nati on and reduce unnecessary duplication of

effort.
(f) Denonstration projects shall use public and

private partnerships, partnerships with faith-based

organi zations, and volunteers, as appropriate, to enhance

acconpl i shnent of the goals of the system

(g) Addressing system conponents delineated in section

8 of this act, each denonstration project proposal nust

i ncl ude, at a m ni mum

1. Protocols for requiring and receiving parental

consent for Learning Gateway services.

20
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2. A nethod for establishing communication with

parents and coordi nati on and pl anning processes within the

conmmuni ty.
3. Action steps for nmaking appropriate |linkages to

existing services within the community.

4. Procedures to determ ne gaps in services and

identify appropriate providers.

5. A lead agency to serve as the system access point,

or gat eway.
(h) As authorized under the budget authority of the
Departnent of Education, denpnstration projects,

representative of the diversity of the conmunities in this

state, shall be established in Manatee, Orange, and St. Lucie

counties as local Learning Gateway sites and shall be

authorized to hire staff, establish office space, and contract

for administrative services as needed to inplenent the project

wi thin the budget designated by the Legislature.

(i) The steering conmittee nust approve, deny, or

conditionally approve a Learning Gateway proposal within 60

days after receipt of the proposal. |If a proposal is

conditionally approved, the steering conmttee nust assist the

Learni ng Gateway applicant to correct deficiencies in the

proposal by Decenber 1, 2002. Funds nust be available to a

pil ot program 15 days after final approval of its proposal by

the steering comittee. Funds nust be available to all pilot

prograns by January 1, 2003.

Section 8. Conponents of the Learning Gateway. --

(1) The Learning Gateway system consists of the

fol |l owi ng conponents:

(a) Comunity education strategies and fanily-oriented

acCcCess. - -

21
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1. Each local denonstration project shall establish

t he system access point, or gateway, by which parents can

receive information about avail abl e appropriate services. An

existing public or private agency or provider or new provider

may serve as the system gateway. The | ocal Learni ng Gat eway

shoul d provide parents and caretakers with a single point of

access for screening, assessnent, and referral for services

for children frombirth through age 9. The denpnstration

projects have the budgetary authority to hire appropriate

personnel to performadm nistrative functions. These staff

nenbers nust be know edgeabl e about child devel opnent, early

identification of |learning problens and | earning disabilities,

fam ly service planning, and services in the |l ocal area. Each

denonstration project nust arrange for the foll owi ng services

to be provided by existing service systens:

a. Conducting intake with famlies.

b. Conducting appropriate screening or referral for

such servi ces.

c. Conducting needs/strengths-based fanily assessnent.

d. Developing famly resource pl ans.

e. Mking referrals for needed services and assisting

famlies in the application process.

f. Providing service coordination as needed by

fam |i es.
g. Assisting fanilies in establishing a nedical hone.

h. Conducting case managenent and transition pl anni ng

as necessary.

i. Monitoring performance of service providers agai nst

appropri ate standards.

2. The Learning Gateway Steering Comittee and

denonstration projects shall designate a central information

22
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and referral access phone nunber for parents in each pilot

community. This centralized phone nunber should be used to

i ncrease public awareness and to i nprove access to |loca

supports and services for children frombirth through age 9

and their famlies. The nunber should be highly publicized as

the prinmary source of information on services for young

children. The tel ephone staff should be trained and supported

to offer accurate and conplete information and to make

appropriate referrals to existing public and private comunity

agenci es.
3. In collaboration with | ocal resources such as

Healthy Start, the denobnstration projects shall devel op

strategies for offering hospital visits or hone visits by

trained staff to new nothers. The Learni ng Gateway Steering

Conmmittee shall provide technical assistance to |loca

denonstration projects in devel opi ng brochures and ot her

materials to be distributed to parents of newborns.

4. |In collaboration with other |ocal resources, the

denonstration projects shall devel op public awareness

strategies to dissenmnate i nformati on about devel opnent al

m | estones, precursors of |earning problens and ot her

devel opnental delays, and the service systemthat is

avail able. The infornmation should target parents of children

frombirth through age 9 and should be distributed to parents,

health care providers, and caregivers of children frombirth

t hrough age 9. A variety of nedia should be used as

appropriate, such as print, television, radio, and a

communi ty-based internet web site, as well as opportunities

such as those presented by parent visits to physicians for

wel | -child check-ups. The Learning Gateway Steering Conmittee

shal | provide technical assistance to the |ocal denpnstration

23

CODING:Words st+ieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




CS for SB 1590 First Engrossed

1| projects in devel oping and distributing educational materials
2| and information.
3 a. Public awareness strategies targeting parents of
4| children frombirth through age 5 shall be designed to provide
5information to public and private preschool prograns,
6 | childcare providers, pediatricians, parents, and | ocal
7 | busi nesses and organi zati ons. These strategi es should include
8| information on the school readi ness perfornance standards for
9 | ki ndergarten adopted by the School Readi ness Partnership
10 | Board.
11 b. Public awareness strategies targeting parents of
12 | children fromages 6 through 9 nust be designed to disseninate
13| training materials and brochures to parents and public and
14 | private school personnel, and nust be coordinated with the
15| l ocal school board and the appropriate school advisory
16 | conmmittees in the denopnstration projects. The materials should
17 | contain information on state and district proficiency |levels
18 | for grades K-3.
19 (b) Screening and devel opnental nonitoring.--
20 1. In coordination with the Partnership for Schoo
21 | Readi ness, the Departnent of Education, and the Florida
22 | Pediatric Society, and using information | earned fromthe
23| l ocal denpnstration projects, the Learning Gateway Steering
24 | Committee shall establish guidelines for screening children
25| frombirth through age 9. The guidelines should incorporate
26 | recent research on the indicators nost likely to predict early
27 | learning problens, nild devel opnental del ays, child-specific
28 | precursors of school failure, and other rel ated devel opnent al
29 | indicators in the donmains of cognition; comunication
30| attention; perception; behavior; and social, enotional
31| sensory, and notor functioning.

24
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2. Based on the guidelines established by the steering

committee and in cooperation with the Florida Pediatric

Society, the steering comittee shall adopt a conprehensive

checklist for child healthcare checkups and a correspondi ng

trai ni ng package for physicians and other nedical personnel in

i npl erenting nore effective screening for precursors of

| earning problens, learning disabilities, and nmld

devel opnent al del ays.

3. Using the screening guidelines devel oped by the

steering comrttee, |local denpbnstration projects shoul d engage

| ocal physicians and ot her nedical professionals in enhancing

the screening opportunities presented by i mmunization visits

and other well-child appointnents, in accordance with the

Aneri can Acadeny of Pediatrics Periodicity Schedul e.

4. Using the screeni ng guidelines devel oped by the

steering comrttee, the denbnstration projects shall devel op

strategies to increase early identification of precursors to

| earning problens and | earning disabilities through providing

parents the option of inproved screening and referra

practices within public and private early care and education

prograns and K-3 public and private school settings.

Strategies may include training and technical assistance teans

to assi st program providers and teachers. The program shal

col | aborate appropriately with the school readi ness

coalitions, local school boards, and other conmunity resources

in arranging training and technical assistance for early

identification and screening with parental consent.

5. The denpnstration project shall work with

appropriate local entities to reduce the duplication of

Cross-agency screening in each denonstration project area.

Denonstration projects shall provide opportunities for public

25
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1| and private providers of screening and assessnent at each age
2] level to neet periodically to identify gaps or duplication of
3| efforts in screening practices.
4 6. Based on technical assistance and support provided
5] by the steering committee and in conjunction with the schoo
6 | readi ness coalitions and other appropriate entities,
7 | denpbnstration projects shall develop a systemto | og the
8 | nunber of children screened, assessed, and referred for
9| services. After devel opnent and testing, tracking should be
10 | supported by a standard el ectronic data systemfor screening
11 | and assessnent information
12 7. |In conjunction with the technical assistance of the
13 | steering conm ttee, denpnstration projects shall develop a
14 | system for targeted screening. The projects should conduct a
15 | needs assessnent of existing services and prograns where
16 | targeted screening prograns should be offered. Based on the
17 | results of the needs assessnent, the project shall devel op
18 | procedures within the denonstrati on community whereby periodic
19 | devel opnental screening could be offered to parents of
20| children frombirth through age 9 who are served by state
21 | intervention prograns or whose parents or caregivers are in
22 | state intervention prograns. Intervention prograns for
23| children, parents, and caregivers include those adninistered
24 | or funded by the:
25 a. Agency for Health Care Adninistration
26 b. Departnent of Children and Fanily Services;
27 c. Departnment of Corrections and other crimnna
28 | justice prograns;
29 d. Departnent of Education
30 e. Departnent of Health; and
31 f. Departnent of Juvenile Justice.

26
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1 8. Wien results of screening suggest devel opnent al
2| probl ens, potential |earning problens, or |earning
3| disabilities, the intervention programshall informthe
4| child' s parent of the results of the screening and shall offer
5|to refer the child to the Learning Gateway for coordination of
6| further assessnent. |f the parent chooses to have further
7 | assessnent, the Learning Gateway shall nmake referrals to the
8 | appropriate entities within the service system
9 9. The local Learning Gateway shall provide for
10| followup contact to all famlies whose chil dren have been
11| found ineligible for services under Part B or Part C of the
12 | IDEA to informthem of other services available in the county.
13 10. Notwithstanding any law to the contrary, each
14 | agency participating in the Learning Gateway is authorized to
15| provide to a Learning Gateway program confidential infornmation
16 | exenpt from di scl osure under chapter 119, Florida Statutes,
17 | regardi ng a devel opnental screening on any child participating
18| in the Learning Gateway who is or has been the subject of a
19 | devel opnental screening within the jurisdiction of each
20 | agency.
21 (c) Early education, services and supports.--
22 1. The denobnstration projects shall develop a
23 | conceptual nodel system of care that builds upon, integrates,
24 | and fills the gaps in existing services. The nodel shal
25| indicate how qualified providers of family-based or
26 | center-based interventions or public and private schoo
27 | personnel may offer services in a manner consistent with the
28 | standards established by their profession and by the standards
29| and criteria adopted by the steering conmittee and consi stent
30| with effective and proven strategies. The specific services
31| and supports may i ncl ude:

27
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a. Hogh-quality early education and care prograns.

b. Assistance to parents and ot her caregivers, such as

hone- based nodeling prograns for parents and play prograns to

provi de peer interactions.

c. Speech and | anguage therapy that is

age- appropri at e.

d. Parent education and training.

e. Conprehensive nedical screening and referral with

bi omedi cal interventions as necessary.

f. Referral as needed for famly therapy, other nental

heal th services, and treatnent prograns.

g. Fanmily support services as necessary.

h. Therapy for learning differences in reading and

mat h, and attention to subject material for children in grades
K- 3.

i. Referral for Part B or Part C services as required.

j. Expanded access to conmunity-based services for

par ents.
k. Parental choice in the provision of services hy

public and private providers.

The nodel shall include a statenent of the cost of

i npl emrenti ng the nodel

2. Denonstration projects shall develop strategies to

i ncrease the use of appropriate intervention practices with

chil dren who have | earning problens and | earning disabilities

within public and private early care and educati on prograns

and K-3 public and private school settings. Strategi es may

include training and technical assistance teans. |Intervention

nust be coordi nated and nust focus on providing effective

supports to children and their fanmlies within their regul ar

28
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educati on and conmunity environnment. These strategi es nust

i ncorporate, as appropriate, school and district activities

related to the student's academ ¢ i nprovenent plan and nust

provide parents with greater access to conmunity-based

services that should be avail abl e beyond the traditiona

school day. Acadeni c expectations for public school students

in grades K-3 nust be based upon the |ocal school board's

adopted proficiency | evels. Wien appropriate, school personne

shall consult with the local Learning Gateway to identify

ot her community resources for supporting the child and the

famly.
3. The steering committee, in cooperation with the

Departnent of Children and Family Services, the Departnent of

Education, and the Florida Partnership for School Readi ness,

shall identify the elenents of an effective research-based

curriculumfor early care and educati on prograns.

4. The steering committee, in conjunction with the

denonstration projects, shall devel op processes for

i dentifying and sharing pronising practices and shall showcase

t hese prograns and practices at a di ssenination conference.

5. The steering committee shall establish processes

for facilitating state and | ocal providers' ready access to

information and trai ning concerning effective instructiona

and behavioral practices and interventions based on advances

in the field and for encouraging researchers to regularly

gui de practitioners in designing and inplenenting

research-based practices. The steering conmittee shall assi st

t he denonstration projects in conducting a conference for

participants in the three denonstration projects for the

di ssem nation of infornmation on best practices and new

i nsights about early identification, education, and

29
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1| intervention for children frombirth through age 9. The
2 | conference should be established so that continuing educati on
3| credits my be awarded to nedi cal professionals, teachers, and
4| others for whomthis is an incentive.
5 6. Denonstration projects shall investigate and nay
6| recomend to the steering conmttee nore effective resource
7] allocation and flexible funding strategies if such strategies
8| are in the best interest of the children and fanmilies in the
9| comunity. The Departnent of Education and ot her rel evant
10 | agencies shall assist the denonstration projects in securing
11| state and federal waivers as appropriate.
12 Section 9. Accountability.--
13 (1) The steering conmttee shall provide informtion
14 | to the School Readi ness Estimating Conference and the
15| Enrol I nent Conference for Public Schools regardi ng estinates
16 | of the population of children frombirth through age 9 who are
17 | at risk of learning problens and | earning disabilities.
18 (2) The steering committee, in conjunction with the
19 | denpnstration projects, shall devel op accountability
20 | nechani sns to ensure that the denopnstration prograns are
21 | effective and that resources are used as efficiently as
22 | possible. Accountability should be addressed through a
23| multilevel evaluation system including nmeasurenent of
24 | outcones and operational indicators. Measurabl e out cones must
25 | be devel oped to address inproved child devel opnent, inproved
26 | child health, and success in school. Indicators of system
27 | i nprovenents nmust be devel oped to address quality of prograns
28 | and integration of services. Agency nonitoring of prograns
29 | shall include a review of child and famly outcones and system
30 | effectiveness indicators with a specific focus on elimnation
31
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of unnecessary duplication of planning, screening, and

servi ces.
(3) The steering committee shall oversee a formative

eval uation of the project during inplenmentation, including

reporting short-termoutconmes and system i nprovenents. By

January 2005, the steering comittee shall nmke

recommendations to the Governor, the President of the Senate,

t he Speaker of the House of Representatives, and the

Conmi ssi oner of Education related to the nerits of expansion

of the denobnstration projects.

(4) By January 1, 2005, the steering conmittee, in

conjunction with the denonstration projects, shall develop a

nodel county-level strategic plan to fornmalize the goals,

obj ectives, strategies, and intended outcones of the

conpr ehensi ve system and to support the integration and

efficient delivery of all services and supports for parents of

children frombirth through age 9 who have | earni ng probl ens

or learning disabilities. The nbdel county-level strategic

pl an nmust include, but need not be linited to, strategies to:

(a) Establish a system whereby parents can access

i nformati on about |earning problens in young children and

recei ve services at their discretion

(b) Inprove early identification of those who are at

risk for learning problenms and | earning disabilities;

(c) Provide access to an appropriate array of services

within the child' s natural environnent or regul ar cl assroom

setting or specialized training in other settings;

(d) Inprove and coordi nate screening for children from

birth through age 9;

(e) Inprove and coordinate services for children from

birth through age 9;

31
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(f) Address training of professionals in effectively

identifying factors, across all domains, which place children

frombirth through age 9 at risk of school failure and in

appropriate interventions for the |learning differences;

(g) Provide appropriate support to fanmlies;

(h) Share bhest practices with caregivers and referra

sour ces;
(i) Address resource needs of the assessnent and

i ntervention system and

(j) Address devel opnent of inplenentation plans to

establish protocols for requiring and receivi ng parental

consent for services; to identify action steps, responsible

parties, and inplenentation schedules; and to ensure

appropriate alignment with agency strategic plans.

Section 10. The Legislature shall appropriate a sum of

noney to fund the denopnstration prograns and shall authorize

sel ected comunities to blend funding fromexisting prograns

to the extent that this is advantageous to the conmunity and

is consistent with federal requirenents.
Section 11. Section 244.03, Florida Statutes, is
r epeal ed

Section 12. This act shall take effect January 7,
2003.
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