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By Representative Grcia

1 A bill to be entitled

2 An act relating to the care of children

3 anending s. 39.5085, F.S., relating to the

4 Rel ati ve Caregiver Program revising

5 eligibility guidelines; anending s. 239.117,

6 F.S., relating to workforce devel opnent

7 post secondary student fees; exenpting fromthe

8 payrment of specified fees otherwi se eligible

9 students for whomthe state is paying a

10 relative caregi ver paynent; revising

11 eligibility requirenents for such students and

12 for certain other students who are eligible to

13 receive this exenption; anmending s. 240. 35,

14 F.S.; exenpting certain children in the custody
15 of arelative at the tinme of reaching age 18

16 from paynent of all undergraduate student fees;

17 anending s. 411.01, F.S.; providing eligibility
18 under the school readiness programfor certain

19 children for whomthe state is paying a
20 relative caregiver paynent; requiring the
21 Departnent of Children and Family Services to
22 contract for a study of relative caregivers in
23 the state; providing an effective date.
24
25| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
26
27 Section 1. Paragraph (a) of subsection (2) of section
28| 39.5085, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:
29 39.5085 Relative Caregiver Program --
30 (2)(a) The Departnent of Children and Fam |y Services
31| shall establish and operate the Relative Caregiver Program
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pursuant to eligibility guidelines established in this section
as further inplenented by rule of the departnment. The Rel ative
Caregiver Programshall, within the limts of available

fundi ng, provide financial assistance to relatives who are
within the fifth degree by blood or marriage to the parent or
stepparent of a child and who are caring full-tinme for that
child, or for a half-brother or a half-sister of that child,

in the role of substitute parent as a result of a court's
determ nation of child abuse, neglect, or abandonnent and
subsequent placenent with the relative pursuant to this
chapter. Such placenent nay be either court-ordered tenporary
| egal custody to the relative under protective supervision of
t he departnent pursuant to s. 39.521(1)(b)3., or court-ordered
pl acement in the hone of a relative as a pernmanency option
pursuant to s. 39.622. The Relative Caregiver Program shal
of fer financial assistance to caregivers who are relatives and
who woul d be unable to serve in that capacity w thout the
rel ative caregi ver paynent because of financial burden, thus
exposing the child to the trauma of placenent in a shelter or
in foster care.

Section 2. Paragraph (c) of subsection (4) of section
239.117, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

239. 117 Workforce devel opnent postsecondary student
fees.--

(4) The followi ng students are exenpt fromthe paynent
of registration, matriculation, and | aboratory fees:

(c) A student for whomthe state is paying a foster
care board paynent pursuant to s. 409.145(3) or purstant—to
parts—tH—and—++—of chapter 39 or is paying a relative

caregi ver paynment under s. 39.5085, for whomthe pernmanency

pl anni ng goal pursuant to part—+H+—of chapter 39 is for the
2
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student to be in long-termfoster care, in the pernmanent

custody of a foster parent or |legal custodian, in long-term

pl acement with a relative, under guardianship, in the
per manent custody of a relative, or independent |iving
i ndependently, or who is adopted fromthe Departnent of
Children and Family Services after May 5, 1997. Such an
exenption includes fees associated with enrollnent in

vocational -preparatory instruction and conpl etion of the
col | ege-1 evel conmunication and conputation skills testing
program Such an exenption is shatHt—be avail able to any
student adopted fromthe Departnent of Children and Family
Services after May 5, 1997; however, the exenption renains
shatHH—be valid for no nore than 4 years after the date of
graduation from hi gh school

Section 3. Paragraph (a) of subsection (2) of section
240.35, Florida Statutes, is anmended to read:

240.35 Student fees.--Unless otherw se provided, the
provisions of this section apply only to fees charged for
college credit instruction leading to an associate in arts
degree, an associate in applied science degree, or an
associate in science degree and noncol |l ege credit
col | ege-preparatory courses defined in s. 239.105.

(2)(a) Any student for whomthe state is paying a
foster care board paynent pursuant to s. 409. 145(3) er—parts
H—and—+H+—of chapter 39, for whomthe pernanency planning

goal pursuant to part—++H—of chapter 39 is long-termfoster
care or independent living, who is or was at the tine he or

she reached 18 years of age in the custody of a relative under
s. 39.5085,or who is adopted fromthe Departnent of Children
and Famly Services after May 5, 1997, shall be exenpt from

t he paynent of all undergraduate fees, including fees
3
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associated with enrollnent in college-preparatory instruction
or conpletion of the college-level comunication and
conputation skills testing program Before a fee exenption can
be given, the student shall have applied for and been denied
financial aid, pursuant to s. 240.404, which would have
provided, at a mininmm paynent of all student fees. Such
exenption shall be available to any student who was in the

custody of a relative under s. 39.5085 at the tine he or she

reached 18 years of age or was adopted fromthe Departnent of

Children and Family Services after May 5, 1997; however, the
exenption shall be valid for no nore than 4 years after the
date of graduation from hi gh school

Section 4. Paragraph (a) of subsection (6) of section
411.01, Florida Statutes, is anended to read

411.01 Florida Partnership for School Readi ness;
school readiness coalitions.--

(6) PROGRAM ELIABILITY.--The school readi ness program
shal | be established for children under the age of
ki ndergarten eligibility. Priority for participation in the
school readi ness program shall be given to children who neet
one or nore of the following criteria:

(a) Children under the age of kindergarten eligibility
who are:

1. Children determned to be at risk of abuse,
negl ect, or exploitation and who are currently clients of the
Fam |y Safety Program Office of the Departnent of Children and
Fam |y Servi ces.

2. Children at risk of welfare dependency, including
econom cal |l y di sadvantaged children, children of participants
in the welfare transition program children of m grant
farmworkers, and children of teen parents.
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3. Children of working famlies whose fanily incone
does not exceed 150 percent of the federal poverty |evel.
4, Children for whomthe state is paying a relative

caregi ver payment under s. 39.5085.

An "economi cal |l y di sadvantaged" child neans a child whose
fam ly incone is below 150 percent of the federal poverty
| evel. Notwithstandi ng any change in a famly's econom ¢
status, but subject to additional famly contributions in
accordance with the sliding fee scale, a child who neets the
eligibility requirenents upon initial registration for the
program shall be considered eligible until the child reaches
ki ndergarten age.

Section 5. The Departnent of Children and Fanily

Services shall contract for a study of fanmlies headed by

grandparents rai sing grandchildren and of other relative

caregivers in the state. This study shall be subnitted to the

departnent, the President of the Senate, and the Speaker of

t he House of Representatives by February 1, 2003. The study

shall include the best information avail able on the nunber and

needs of such fam lies, including the nunbers who have | ega

custody, the source of the court order granting custody, and

the reasons for which the relatives took or accepted custody,

such as death, illness, or protection of the children from

abuse, abandonnent, or negl ect.
Section 6. This act shall take effect July 1, 2002.
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2 HOUSE SUMVARY

3
Revises eligibility guidelines for the Relative Caregiver

4 Program Provides that children for whomthe state i§
paying a relative caregiver paynent are eligible for

5 exenption from payi ng postsecondary registration
matricul ation, |aboratory, and other undergraduate

6 student fees, if the children are otherw sé e|lﬂlb|e
Revises eligibility requirenents for certain _other

7 students who are exenpt under s. 239,117, F.S., from
payi ng. such postsecondary fees. Provides certaln priority

8 particCipation in the school readi ness programfor .
preki ndergarten children for whomthe state is paying a

9 relative careglver payrment. Requires the Departnment of
Children and Family Services to contract for a study of

10 relative caregivers in the state.
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