Fl ori da House of Representatives - 2002 HB 1611
By Representative Brunmrer

1 Abill to be entitled

2 An act relating to tourist recruitnent

3 facilities; creating s. 288.1175, F. S

4 providing that the Departnent of Agriculture

5 and Consuner Services shall be the state agency

6 for screening applicants for state funding and

7 certification as a tourist recruitnment

8 facility; providing for rules; providing

9 definitions; providing criteria for applicants;

10 providing for evaluation by the departnent;

11 providing criteria; prohibiting the expenditure

12 of funds to subsidize privately owned or

13 mai ntained facilities; providing lintations on

14 certification by the departnent; providing an

15 ef fective date.

16

17 | Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
18

19 Section 1. Section 288.1175, Florida Statutes, is
20| created to read:
21 288.1175 Tourist recruitnment facilities.--
22 (1) The Departnent of Agriculture and Consuner
23| Services shall serve as the state agency for screening
24 | applicants for state funding pursuant to this section and for
25| certifying an applicant as a qualified "tourist recruitnment
26 | facility."
27 (2) The departnent shall develop rules for the receipt
28 | and processing of applications for funding of projects
29 | pursuant to this section
30 (3) As used in this section, the term
31
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(a) "Tourist recruitnment facility" nmeans a convention

center, exposition hall, or other capital project which can be

used for concerts, conventions, agricultural events, or

exhibitions primarily by nonresidents of the applying unit of

| ocal governnent.

(b) "Unit of local governnment," as defined in s.

218. 369, neans the unit of | ocal governnent that is

responsi ble for the construction, nmanagenent, or operation of

the tourist recruitnent facility or that holds title to the

property on which the tourist recruitnent facility is | ocated.

(4) In order to qualify for funding as an applicant

pursuant to this section

(a) The applicant has projections, verified by the

departnent, which denonstrate that the tourist recruitnent

facility will attract nore than 50,000 nonresi dents annual ly.

(b) The applicant has an i ndependent anal ysis or

study, verified by the departnent, which denpnstrates that the

anount of the revenues generated by the taxes inposed under

chapter 212, with respect to the use and operation of the

tourist recruitnment facility, will equal or exceed $1 mllion

annual | y.
(c) The municipality in which the facility is |ocated,

or the county if the facility is located in an unincor porated

area, has certified by resolution after a public hearing that

the application serves a public purpose.

(d) The applicant has denpnstrated that it has

provided, is capable of providing, or has financial or other

commtnents to provide nore than one-half of the costs

incurred or related to the acquisition, construction, or

renovation of the facility.
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(e) The facility is located in a county that is

| evying a tourist devel opnent tax pursuant to s. 125.0104.

(5) No applicant who has been previously certified

under the provisions of this section and who has recei ved

fundi ng under such certification shall be eligible for an

addi ti onal certification.

(6) The departnent shall evaluate applications on a

conpetitive basis for funding of tourist recruitnent

facilities. Applications nmust be subnitted for consideration

by COctober 1, 2002, and certifications shall be nade by

January 1, 2003. |If the nunber of applications exceeds five

and the aggregate fundi ng request of all applications exceeds

$1 million, the departnment shall rank the applications

according to selection criteria adopted by departnent rule and

shal|l certify the highest ranked proposals. The sel ection

criteria shall include, with priority given in descendi ng

order, the foll ow ng:

(a) The intended use of the funds by the applicant,

with priority given to the construction of a new facility.

(b) The anpbunt of local nmatch, with priority given to

the | argest percentage of | ocal natch proposed.

(c) The net increase of total avail able convention or

exhi bition space within the applying unit of |ocal governnent

following construction of the facility, with priority given to

the | argest percentage increase of total convention or

exhi bition space.

(d) The location of the facility in a browmnfield, an

enterprise zone, a comunity redevel opment area, or other area

of targeted devel opnent or revitalization included in an U ban

Infill Redevel opnment Plan, or a farmbuy-out area, with

priority given to facilities located in these areas.
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(e) The projection on attendance attracted by the

facility and the proposed effect on the econony of the |l oca

community, with priority given to the highest projected paid

at t endance.
(7) Funds may not be expended pursuant to this section

to subsidize privately owned and maintained facilities.

(8) An applicant certified as a tourist recruitnent

facility may use funds provided pursuant to this section only

for the public purpose of paying for the acquisition,

construction, reconstruction, or renovation of a touri st

recruitnment facility or to pay or pledge for the paynent of

debt service on, or to fund debt service reserve funds,

arbitrate rebate obligations, or other anpbunts payable with

respect to bonds issued for the acquisition, construction

reconstruction, or renovation of such facility or for

rei mbursenent of such costs or refinancing of bonds issued for

such purposes.

(9) The departnent shall make no nore than one

certification for any facility. The departnent shall not

certify funding for less than the requested anobunt to any

applicant certified as a facility.

Section 2. This act shall take effect upon becoming a
| aw.
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HOUSE SUMVARY

Provi des that the Departnent of Agriculture and Consuner
Services is the state agency for Screening applicants for
funding and certification as a tourist recrultment
facility. Provides a procedure. See bill for details.
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