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Fl ori da House of Representatives - 2002 HB 1773
By Representative Arza

A bill to be entitled
An act relating to requirenents for high schoo
graduation; anmending s. 232.246, F.S.
aut hori zing participation in specified
activities as a neans to satisfy the physical
education credit requirenent; providing an
ef fective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Paragraph (j) of subsection (1) of section
232.246, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

232.246 Ceneral requirenents for high schoo
graduation. - -

(1) G aduation requires successful conpletion of
either a mninmumof 24 academic credits in grades 9 through 12
or an International Baccal aureate curriculum The 24 credits
shall be distributed as foll ows:

(j) ©One credit in physical education to include
assessnent, inmprovenent, and mmi nt enance of personal fitness.
Participation in an interscholastic sport at the junior
varsity or varsity level, for two full seasons, or
participation for 1 school year in cheerl eadi ng, marching

band, auxiliary, flag corps, or dance teamshall satisfy the

one-credit requirenent in physical education if the student
passes a conpetency test on personal fitness with a score of
"C' or better. The conpetency test on personal fitness nust be
devel oped by the Departnent of Education. A school board may
not require that the one credit in physical education be taken
during the 9th grade year
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School boards nmay award a maxi num of one-half credit in social
studi es and one-half elective credit for student conpletion of
nonpai d voluntary community or school service work. Students
choosing this option nust conplete a mni numof 75 hours of
service in order to earn the one-half credit in either
category of instruction. Credit nmay not be earned for service
provided as a result of court action. School boards that
approve the award of credit for student vol unteer service
shal | devel op guidelines regarding the award of the credit,
and school principals are responsible for approving specific
vol unteer activities. A course designated in the Course Code
Directory as grade 9 through grade 12 which is taken bel ow the
9th grade may be used to satisfy high school graduation
requi rements or Florida Academ ¢ Schol ars award requirenents
as specified in a district's pupil progression plan. A student
shall be granted credit toward neeting the requirenents of
this subsection for equival ent courses, as identified pursuant
to s. 229.551(1)(f)6., taken through dual enroll nent.

Section 2. This act shall take effect July 1, 2002.

R S R R R bk kO R Rk S b O S Rk S

HOUSE SUMVARY

Wth respect to credit requirenents for h schoo
graduation, provides that a student % isfy the
physi cal education credit reqU|renent y art|C|pat|on in
cheerl eadi ng, nmarchi ng band, ‘auxiliary, ag corps, or
dance team
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