CS/HB 1839, First Engrossed

1 Abill to be entitled
2 An act relating to transportation; creating s.
3 339.141, F.S.; creating the Regiona
4 Transportation Act; providing program purpose;
5 creating the Regional Transportation Advisory
6 Council; providing for nenbership, neetings,
7 and staff support of the council; providing
8 duties; requiring reconmendati on of regiona
9 transportation projects; providing criteria and
10 procedures for approval of Regiona
11 Transportation Act grant projects; providing
12 for approval by the departnent secretary, who
13 then subnmits the list to the Legi sl ature;
14 providing for funding; providing for allocation
15 of funds fromthe State Transportation Trust
16 Fund; limting application of certain
17 requirements; creating s. 339.142, F. S
18 providing for designation as a regiona
19 transportation corridor; providing a
20 definition; designating certain infrastructure
21 as such corridors; authorizing the council to
22 desi gnate such corridors; creating s. 339.143,
23 F.S.; creating Regional Transportation Act
24 grants; providing |egislative findings and
25 purpose; providing criteria for program
26 eligibility; providing for recommendati on by
27 the council and approval by the Legislature;
28 providing for funding; anmending s. 339.2817,
29 F.S.; adding new criteria to the CQunty
30 I ncentive Grant Program anending s. 339.08
31 F.S.; revising provisions relating to use of
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noneys in the State Transportation Trust Fund;
correcting references; anending s. 339.1371
F.S.; deleting provisions for funding the
Transportation Qutreach Program anending s.
215.211, F.S.; clarifying intent to use certain
| ocal -option fuel tax revenues; specifying
funding for the County Incentive Grant Program
and the Small County Qutreach Program
repealing s. 339.137, F.S., relating to the
Transportation Qutreach Program providing
funds for certain county incentive prograns;
providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
Section 1. Section 339.141, Florida Statutes, is

created to read
339. 141 Regional Transportation Act; short title;

pur pose; Regi onal Transportation Advisory Council; creation

nenber shi p; transportation grants; criteria; applications;

approval ; project lists; funding.--
(1) Sections 339.141-339.143 shall be known as the

"Regi onal Transportation Act," dedicated to identifying and

funding high-priority regional transportation projects that

create internodal transportation |inkages for passengers and

freight, thus increasing cost-conpetitive travel choices for

Fl ori da residents, visitors, and busi nesses.

(2) The underlying purposes of the Regi ona

Transportation Act are to identify projects throughout the

state that will provide nore efficient novenent of travelers,

goods, and services; assist |ocal governnents in devel opi ng
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i nternodal |inkages; promote |ogical |inkages between

di fferent nodes of transportation; and attract federal, state,

| ocal, and private-sector funds to nake these inprovenents.

(3) The Regional Transportation Advisory Council is

created to make reconmendations annually to the Legi sl ature on

the selection of projects as provided in this section.

Recomendati ons shall be nmade for projects seeki ng Regi onal

Transportation Act grants pursuant to s. 339. 143.

(4) The council shall consist of:

(a) The secretary of the Departnent of Transportation,

or his or her designee.

(b) Two nenbers of the Senate appointed by the

Presi dent of the Senate.

(c) Two nenbers of the House of Representatives

appoi nted by the Speaker of the House of Representatives.

Terns for council nmenbers fromthe Legislature shall be 2

years, provided that a legislative nmenber's termshall not

exceed the termof the presiding officer naking that nenber's

appoi ntnent to the council. Initial appointnents nmust be made

no later than 30 days after the effective date of this act.

Vacanci es on the council shall be filled in the sane manner as

the initial appointnments.

(5) Each nenber of the council shall be all owed one

vote. The council shall select a chair fromanong its

nenber shi p. Meetings shall be held at the call of the chair

but not |less frequently than quarterly. The nenbers of the

council shall be reinbursed for per diemand travel expenses
as provided in s. 112.061
(6) The Departnent of Transportation shall provide

adm nistrative staff support and shall ensure that counci

3
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neetings are electronically recorded. Such recordi ngs and al

docunents received, prepared for, or used by the council in

conducting its business shall be preserved pursuant to
chapters 119 and 257.
(7) Applications for Regional Transportation Act

funding shall be subnmitted to the departnent no later than

Cctober 1 of each year, beginning in 2002, along with

docunentation that the proposed project neets the criteria

listed in s. 339.143. Regional Transportation Act projects nmay

be proposed by any | ocal governnent, regional organi zation

econom ¢ devel opnent board, public or private partnership,

netropolitan pl anni ng organi zati on, state agency, or other

entity engaged in econonic devel opnent activities.

(8) The departnent shall review all of the

applications subnitted to deternine which ones neet the basic
criteria listed in s. 339.143(3). By Decenber 1 of each year
begi nning in 2002, the departnent shall subnmit to the counci

all of the Regional Transportation Act grant applications that

conply. Included in the departnent's submittal shall be a

summary of each eligible grant application, including summary

information indicating how the project neets the criteria in
s. 339.143(5).
(9)(a) The council shall evaluate all of the

applications it receives fromthe departnent and shal

annual ly develop a list of recommended projects for Regiona

Transportation Act grants. The council shall then subnit its

reconmrended project list to the Secretary of the Departnment of

Transportation for review and inclusion of any additiona

conpi |l ati on of supporting docunentation. The Secretary shal

then subnit the approved list to the Legislature for its

4
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consideration in tinme for inclusion in the Genera

Appr opri ations Act.

(b) In selecting projects for inclusion on its

reconmended projects list, the council shall consider the
additional criteria in s. 339.143(5).
(10) The council is encouraged to seek input from

transportati on or econom ¢ devel opnent entities and to

consider the reports and recommendati ons of task forces, study

conmi ssions, or sinlar entities charged with revi ewi ng i ssues

rel evant to the council's m ssion

(11) The council's recomended projects list shall not

be ranked. The list shall total an amount that is no nore than

1.5 tines the anount of state funding available for the total

regional transportation programthat fiscal year

(12) The Legislature shall consider the council's

reconmended projects list and shall include approved projects

in the General Appropriations Act. Projects approved by the

Legi sl ature nmust be included in the departnent's adopted work

program
(13) For fiscal years 2003-2004 and 2004- 2005, the
departnent shall allocate a minimumof $62 nmillion fromthe

State Transportation Trust Fund in its program and resource
plan to fund the prograns in ss. 339.141-339.143. For fisca
year 2005-2006, the departnent shall allocate a mni numof $96

mllion for the programin ss. 339.141-339.143. Beginning in

fiscal year 2006-2007 and for each year thereafter, the

nmi ni mum anmount al l ocated shall be $100 nmillion for projects

seeki ng Regi onal Transportation Grants. This allocation of

funds is in addition to any funding provided to this program

by any other provision of |aw. Notw thstandi ng any ot her |aws

to the contrary, the requirenents of ss. 339.135(1)-(5),

5
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339. 155, and 339.175 shall not apply to these funds and
pr ogr ans.

Section 2. Section 339.142, Florida Statutes, is
created to read

339. 142 Regional transportation corridors.--

(1) A "regional transportation corridor" is defined as

a regional systemof transportation infrastructure that

collectively provides for the efficient novenent of

si gni fi cant nunbers of persons and significant vol unes of

intrastate, interstate, and international conmerce hy

seam essly linking multiple nbdes of travel.

(2) Florida's initial regional transportation

corridors are:

(a) The Interstate 10 Corridor, from Pensacola to

Jacksonvil |l e.

(b) The @ulf Coast Corridor, from Pensacola to St
Petersburg and to Tanpa along U.S. 98 and U. S. 19/ State Road
27.

(c) The Interstate 95-Atlantic Coast Corridor, from
Jacksonville to Manmi .

(d) The Central Florida/North-South Corridor, fromthe
Fl ori da- Georgi a border to Naples and Fort Lauderdal e/M am,

along Interstate 75.
(e) The Central FloridalEast-Wst Corridor, fromSt.
Petersburg to Tanpa and to Titusville, along Interstate 4 and

t he Beel i ne Expressway.

(f) The Jacksonville to Tanpa Corridor, along U S.

301.
(g) The Jacksonville to Olando Corridor, along U S.

17.

6
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1 (h) The Sout heastern Evergl ades Corridor, |inking
2| WIldwod, Wnter Garden, Ol ando, and West Pal m Beach via the
3| Florida Turnpike.
4
5| For the purposes of this subsection, the term"corridor"
6 | includes the roadways |inking seaports, conmercial service and
7 | general aviation airports, rail yards, transportation
8| ternmnals, and internodal service centers to the nmjor
9] highways listed in this subsection to designate regi ona
10 | corridors.
11 (3) The Regional Transportation Advisory Council is
12 | authori zed to make additions to, deletions from or
13| nodifications to the initially designated corridors listed in
14 | subsection (2). These changes shall be acconpli shed through
15| adoption of a resolution by majority vote of the counci
16 | indicating the changes to the corridors. The departnment nay
17 | provide input to the council regardi ng proposed changes to the
18 | corridors, including the results of any consensus-buil di ng
19 | process undertaken by the departnent to better define regiona
20| transportation corridors. In addition, any of the entities
21 | eligible to subnmit an application for a Regiona
22 | Transportation Act grant pursuant to s. 339.141(7)(a) may
23 | propose corridor changes to the council. The council shal
24 | provi de any such adopted resolutions to the Governor, the
25| President of the Senate, and the Speaker of the House of
26 | Representati ves.
27 Section 3. Section 339.143, Florida Statutes, is
28 | created to read:
29 339. 143 Regional Transportation Act grants.--
30 (1) The Legislature finds that Florida's future
31| regional investnents in transportation should be targeted
7
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toward a regional transportation systemthat integrates key

conponents of the Florida Intrastate H ghway System seaports,

spaceports, aviation facilities, and rail facilities within

desi gnated corridors. The Legislature further finds that

Florida's future econonic health depends on a systemthat can

successfully nmove growi ng nunbers of residents and tourists

and transport goods and services within Florida, as well as to

and from national and international narkets. Therefore, the

Legi sl ature creates Regional Transportation Act grants to

address these needs and to suppl enent existing rel ated

transportation prograns.

(2) Projects eligible to receive Regi ona

Transportation Act grants include, but are not linited to, the

fol | owi ng:
(a) Seaport projects that inprove cargo and passenger

novenents or connect the seaports to other npdes of

transportati on.

(b) Aviation projects that increase passenger

enpl anenents and cargo activity or connect airports to other

nodes of transportation.

(c) Transit projects that inprove nobility on

i nterstate hi ghways, inprove regional or localized travel, or

connect to other nodes of transportation

(d) Rail projects that facilitate the novenent of

passengers and cargo, including ancillary pedestrian

facilities, or connect rail facilities to other nodes of

transportati on.

(e) Road or highway inprovenents that inprove access

to another node of transportation

8
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(f) Roadway relocation projects or other projects that

address vehicle user conflicts, access issues, or safety

concerns with rail |ines.

(3) The basic criteria for receipt of a Regiona

Transportation Act grant are as follows:

(a) The project nust be able to be nmade production

ready within a 5-year period following the end of the current

fiscal year.

(b) The project nust be consistent with a current

transportati on systemplan, including, but not linited to, the

Florida Intrastate H ghway System aviation, internodal/rail

seaport, spaceport, or transit system pl ans.

(c) The project nust not be inconsistent with an

approved | ocal conprehensive plan of any | ocal governnent

wi t hin whose boundaries the project is located in whole or in

part, or, if inconsistent, nust be acconpani ed by an

expl anati on of why the project should be undertaken

(d) The project nust be of statewi de or regiona

si gni fi cance.

(e) The project nust facilitate the novenent of

peopl e, goods, and services within a regional transportation

corridor designated pursuant to s. 339. 142,

(f) The project nust encourage, enhance, or create

econom ¢ benefits in urban or rural areas.

(4) Eligible projects that nmeet the basic criteria in

subsection (3) as determined by the departnent shall be

forwarded by the departnent to the Regional Transportation

Counci | for eval uati on.

(5) The council shall use the following criteria for

sel ecting projects for its recommended projects list:

9
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1 (a) \Whether other funds are available to help conplete
2| the project.

3 (b) The anpbunt of local, federal, or private natching
4 | funds avail able for the project.

5 (c) The extent to which the project incorporates

6 | corridor managenent techni ques, including access nmanagenent

7| strategies, right-of-way acquisition or protection neasures,
8 | and appropriate zoni ng and set back controls.

9 (d) The extent to which the project supports a

10 | nultinodal transportation district established pursuant to s.
11| 163.3180(15).

12 (e) The extent to which the project uses new

13 | technologies, including intelligent transportation systens, to
14 | enhance the efficiency of the transportati on system

15 (6) Pursuant to s. 339.141, the Regiona

16 | Transportati on Advisory Council shall develop a list of

17 | reconmended regi onal transportation projects and subnit it to
18 | the Secretary of the Departnent of Transportation, who, after
19| reviewing it and its supporting docunentation, shall forward
20| it to the Legislature. The Legislature shall consider the
21| council's reconmended projects list and shall include approved
22 | projects in the General Appropriations Act.
23 Section 4. Subsections (2), (3) and (6) of section
24 | 339.2817, Florida Statutes, are anended to read:
25 339.2817 County Incentive Grant Program --
26 (2) To be eligible for consideration, projects nust be
27 | consistent with applicable | ocal governnent conprehensive
28 | pl ans and, to the naxi numextent feasible, with |oca
29 | netropolitan planning organi zati on pl ans ant—tecal—governrent
30 | eonprehensi-ve—ptans.
31
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(3) The departnent nust consider, but is not linmted
to, the following criteria for evaluation of projects for
County Incentive Grant Program assi stance

(a) The extent to which the project will encourage,
enhance, or create econonic benefits;

(b) The likelihood that assistance woul d enabl e the
project to proceed at an earlier date than the project could
ot herwi se proceed;

(c) The extent to which assistance would foster
i nnovative public-private partnerships and attract private
debt or equity investnent;

(d) The extent to which the project uses new
technol ogies, including intelligent transportation systens,
whi ch enhance the efficiency of the project;

(e) The extent to which the project hel ps to nmaintain
or protect the environnent; and

(f) The extent to which the project includes
transportation benefits for inproving internodalismand
safety; —

(g) The extent to which the county has enacted

| ocal -option fuel taxes and ot her dedicated | ocal revenue

sources or adopted the 1-percent infrastructure sales surtax

or the small county surtax, with priority spendi ng dedi cat ed

to transportation i nprovenents; and

(h) The extent to which the project incorporates

corridor managenent techni ques, including access nmanagenent

strategies, right-of-way acquisition or protection neasures,

and appropriate zoning and setback controls.

(6) A nmunicipality may apply to the county in which
the nmunicipality is |located for consideration by the county
for funding under this section of any project or project phase

11
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of a transportation facility which is located on the State

H ghway System or which is denpnstrated to relieve congestion
on the State Hi ghway System The county nust eval uate al
nmuni ci pal applications as provided in subsection (3). If the
proposed project is deternined by the county to neet the

criteria in subsection (3), the county shall send the

application to the departnent on behalf of the nunicipality.

If the proposed project is approved by the departnment, the

county may retain project oversight authority and

responsibility for the project on behalf of the nmunicipality.

If a municipality's proposed project is rejected by the county
for funding under this section, or if the county's proposed
proj ect adversely affects a nmunicipality within the county,
the nmunicipality may request nediation to resolve any concerns
of the nmunicipality and the county.

Section 5. Subsections (1) and (2) of section 339. 08,
Fl ori da Statutes, are anended to read

339.08 Use of noneys in State Transportation Trust
Fund. - -

(1) The departnent shall expend by—rute—provide—for
the—expenditure—of—the noneys in the State Transportation

Trust Fund accruing to the departnment, in accordance with its
annual budget.

(2) Fhese+ules—nust—rest+iet The use of such npneys
is restricted to the follow ng purposes:

(1) To fund the Regional Transportation G ant
projects selected pursuant to s. 339. 143 Fransportation
&atreach—Program—ecreatetd—n—s—339-13%.

Section 6. Section 339.1371, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

12
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339. 1371 Mobility 2000; Fransportation—Catreach
Program-f undi ng. - -

(1) Beginning in fiscal year 2000-2001 the
Departnent of Transportation shall allocate sufficient funds
to inplenent the Mbility 2000 (Buil ding Roads for the 21st
Century) initiative. The departnent shall develop a plan to
expend these revenues and anend the current tentative work
program for the tine period 2000-2001 through 2004-2005 prior
to adoption to include Mbility 2000 projects. In addition
prior to work program adoption, the departnent shall subnit a
budget anendnent pursuant to s. 339.135(7), requesting budget
authority needed to inplenent the Mbility 2000 initiative.
Funds will be used for corridors that Iink Florida' s economc
regions to seaports, international airports, and nmarkets to
provi de connections through major gateways, inproved nmobility
in maj or urbani zed areas, and access routes for energency
evacuation to coastal conmunities based on anal ysis of current
and projected traffic conditions.

(2) Notwithstandi ng any other provision of law, in
fiscal year 2001-2002 and each year thereafter, the increase
in revenue to the State Transportation Trust Fund derived from
ss. 1, 2, 3, 7, 9, and 10, ch. 2000-257, Laws of Flori da,
shal | be fH+st used by the Departnent of Transportation to
fund the Mobility 2000 initiative ant—anry—+ermanrng—funds
shatH—be—used—tofund—the—TFransportation—Cutreach—Program
createdpurstant—to—s—339-137. Notw t hstandi ng any ot her |aw

to the contrary, the requirenents of ss. 206.46(3) and
206.606(2) shall not apply to the Mbility 2000 initiative.

Section 7. Subsection (3) of section 215.211, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

13
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215.211 Service charge; elimnation or reduction for
speci fi ed proceeds. --

(3) Notwithstanding the provisions of s. 215.20(1),
the service charge provided in s. 215.20(1), which is deducted
fromthe proceeds of the local option fuel tax distributed
under s. 336. 025, shall be reduced as foll ows:

(a) For the period July 1, 2005, through June 30,

2006, the rate of the service charge shall be 3.5 percent.

(b) Beginning July 1, 2006, and thereafter, no service
charge shall be deducted fromthe proceeds of the |ocal option
fuel tax distributed under s. 336.025.

An anobunt equal to the reduction in the service charge FThe
rereaset—+evenuves—derved—fromthi-s—subsection shall be
deposited in the State Transportation Trust Fund and used to

fund the County Incentive Gant Program and the Small County
Qutreach Program Up to 20 percent of such funds shall be used
for the purpose of inplenenting the Small County Qutreach
Program as provided in this act. Notw thstandi ng any ot her
laws to the contrary, the requirenents of ss. 206.46(3),
206. 606(2), 339.135(1)-(5), 339.155, and 339.175 shall not
apply to these funds and prograns.

Section 8. For fiscal years 2003-2004 and 2004- 2005,
t he departnent shall allocate a maxi numof $30 nmillion to

proj ects seeking County Incentive Grant Program grants and

Smal | County Qutreach Programgrants. Up to 20 percent of such

funds shall be used for the purpose of inplenenting the Snal
County Qutreach Program For fiscal year 2005-2006, the
departnent shall allocate a maximumof $4 mllion to projects

seeki ng County I ncentive Programgrants and Small County

Qutreach Programgrants. Up to 20 percent of such funds shal

14

CODING:Words st+ieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




CS/HB 1839, First Engrossed

be used for the purpose of inplenmenting the Small County

Qutreach Program
Section 9. Section 339.137, Florida Statutes, is
r epeal ed
Section 10. This act shall take effect July 1, 2002.
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