Florida Senate - 2002 CS for SB 1844

By the Committee on Comrerce and Econonic Opportunities; and
Senators King and Klein

310-2204-02
1 Abill to be entitled
2 An act relating to technol ogy devel opnent;
3 creating s. 240.72, F.S.; creating the "Florida
4 Technol ogy Devel opnent Act"; defining terns;
5 creating the Energi ng Technol ogy Conmi ssion
6 provi di ng for nenbership, powers, and duties of
7 the comi ssion; providing for Florida Research
8 Consortium Inc., to report to the conm ssion
9 regarding factors contributing to the success
10 of the creation of a center of excell ence;
11 requiring the conm ssion to devel op and approve
12 criteria for evaluating proposals related to
13 the creation of centers of excellence;
14 requiring the conmission to solicit such
15 proposals fromstate universities; requiring
16 the comission to submit recomended plans to
17 the State Board of Education for establishing
18 centers of excellence in the state; providing
19 for the State Board of Education to devel op and
20 approve a final plan for establishing centers
21 of excellence in the state and authorize
22 expenditures for plan inplenentation; providing
23 conm ssion reporting requirenents; providing an
24 expiration date; providing an appropriation for
25 conmi ssion staff support and certain
26 admi ni strative expenses; providing an effective
27 dat e.
28
29 WHEREAS, the conmmercialization of technol ogies
30 | devel oped in acadenic | aboratories and research centers
31
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t hrough the application of new innovations is critical for
Florida to maintain a conpetitive econony, and

WHEREAS, the devel opnent of high-technol ogy industries
in Florida, including artificial intelligence/human-centered
conmputing, information technol ogy and comruni cati ons,
bi ot echnol ogy, bioinformatics, bionedical, electro-optics,
life science, nanotechnol ogy, and conputer sinmulation, is
critical to the long-termecononmic vitality of this state, and

WHEREAS, hi gh-technol ogy industries will further
di versify and strengthen the Florida econony and conpl enent
i ndustries al ready recogni zed as being critical to Florida's
econoni ¢ heal th, and

WHEREAS, attracting |leading scholars and researchers in
advanced and energi ng technol ogy disciplines to Florida's
universities is critical to building Florida's know edge base,
and

WHEREAS, pronoting collaboration anong acadeni ¢ and
i ndustrial researchers, scientists, and engineers is essenti al
to the process of commercializing know edge gai ned t hrough
appl i ed research, and

VWHEREAS, centers of excellence within, and in
col l aboration with, the State University System would provide
an infrastructure for recruiting and retaining world-class
faculty, increasing the nunber of graduates in advanced and
ener gi ng technol ogy prograns, increasing the anount of base
and applied research conducted in Florida, incubating new
conpani es, devel opi ng new educational and industri al
applications for such research, helping Florida's businesses
adopt energi ng technol ogi es, and devel oping a highly skilled,
hi gh-wage wor kf orce, NOW THEREFORE,
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Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
Section 1. Section 240.72, Florida Statutes, is

created to read
240.72 Florida Technol ogy Devel opnent Act. --

(1) This section may be cited as the "Florida

Technol ogy Devel opnent Act."

(2) As used in this section, the term

(a) "Center of excellence" nmeans a programthat, anong

its functions:

1. Facilitates the identification of collaborative

research opportunities between universities and busi nesses.

2. Facilitates the acquisition of public and private

funding for coll aborative research opportunities and naxinizes

the | everagi ng of such funds.

3. Creates partnershi ps between industrial and

governnental entities to advance knowl edge and research and to

nove technol ogi es from academ ¢ | aboratories and research

centers to commerci al sectors.

4, Stinulates and supports new venture creation

t hrough partnerships with venture capital firns and ot her

busi ness, governnental, and educational entities.

5. Assists in the enhancenent of advanced academ c

curricula through i nproved communi cati on bet ween acadeni a and

busi nesses.
6. Increases the nunber of graduates and faculty

researchers in advanced technol ogy prograns whil e ensuring

that a | arger percentage of such graduates pursue careers in

Fl ori da i ndustries.

7. Recruits and retains em nent scholars in advanced

t echnol ogy di sci pli nes.
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1 8. Provides capital facilities necessary to support

2 | research and devel opnent.

3 (b) "Conmission" neans the Energing Technol ogy

4 | Commi ssi on.

5 (3) Subject to legislative appropriation, the Energing
6 | Technol ogy Conmission is created within the Executive Ofice
7| of the Governor to guide the establishnent of centers of

8 | excellence within, and in collaboration with, the State

9] University System

10 (a) The commission shall consist of five regul ar

11 | nenbers appoi nted by the Governor, one of whomthe Governor
12 | shall appoint as chair of the commission; two regul ar nenbers
13 | appoi nted by the President of the Senate; two regul ar nenbers
14 | appoi nted by the Speaker of the House of Representatives;

15| before January 7, 2003, the Secretary of Education as an ex
16 | officio nonvoting nenber; effective January 7, 2003, the

17 | Conmi ssi oner of Education as an ex officio nonvoting nenber;
18 | and, as ex officio nonvoting nenbers, the nenber of the Senate
19 | and the nenber of the House of Representatives who serve as
20 | nenbers of the Florida Research Consortium |Inc. The regul ar
21 | nenbers shall be busi ness | eaders, industrial researchers,
22 | academ c researchers, scientists, or engi neers who have been
23 | recogni zed as leaders in the state's energi ng and advanced
24 | technol ogy sectors. Regul ar nenbers nmust be appointed on or
25| before July 1, 2002.
26 (b) Menbers of the conmi ssion shall serve without
27 | conpensation but shall be entitled to receive per diemand
28 | travel expenses in accordance with s. 112.061 while in
29 | performance of their duties.
30
31
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(c) The Executive Ofice of the Governor shall provide

staff support for the activities of the commi ssion and per

diem and travel expenses for conm ssion nenbers.
(4) By August 1, 2002, Florida Research Consortium
Inc., shall provide a report to the conm ssion which describes

in detail and prioritizes factors that contribute to the

success of the creation of centers of excellence. At a

m ni nrum the report should describe and prioritize the

following factors:

(a) Maturity of existing university prograns relating

to a proposed center of excellence.

(b) Existing anount of university resources dedicated

to activities relating to a proposed center of excellence.

(c) Conprehensiveness and effectiveness of site plans

relating to a proposed center of excell ence.

(d) Regional econonic structure and clinmate.

(e) The degree to which a university proposed to house

a center of excellence identifies and seizes opportunities to

col |l aborate with other public or private entities for research

pur poses.
(f) The presence of a conprehensive perfornmance and

accountability neasurenent system

(g) The use of an integrated research and devel opnent

strategy utilizing multiple levels of the educational system

(h) The ability of a university proposed to house a

center of excellence to raise research funds and | everage

public and private investnent dollars to support advanced and

ener gi ng technol ogi cal research and devel opnent projects.

(i) The degree to which a university proposed to house

a center of excellence transfers advanced and energi ng

technologies fromits | aboratories to the comercial sector
5
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(j) The degree to which a university proposed to house

a center of excellence stinulates and supports new venture

creation.
(k) The existence of a plan to enhance academ c

curricula by inproving communi cati on between acadeni a and

i ndustry.
(1) The existence of a plan to increase the nunber

guality, and retention rate of faculty, graduate students, and

em nent scholars in advanced and energi ng technol ogy- based

di sci pl i nes.

(m The existence of a plan to increase the likelihood

of faculty, graduate students, and em nent schol ars pursuing

private-sector careers in the state.

(n) Ability to provide capital facilities necessary to

support research and devel opnent.
(5) By Septenber 15, 2002, the comni ssi on shal
devel op and approve criteria for eval uating proposal s

subm tted under subsection (6). Wen devel opi ng such criteria,

the commi ssion shall consider the report provided by Florida

Research Consortium Inc., under subsection (4) and hold at

| east two public hearings, at tines and | ocations desi gnated

by the chair of the conmi ssion, for the purpose of soliciting

expert testinony. By COctober 1, 2002, the comni ssi on shal

provide a |list of such criteria to each university in the

State University Systemand to the State Technol ogy Ofice for

publishing on the Internet within 24 hours after the office's

receipt of the list.

(6) Concurrent with the provision of the |list of

Criteria to the universities, the comr ssion shall notify each

university, in witing, of the opportunity to submt to the

conmi ssion witten proposals for establishing one or nore
6
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1| centers of excellence. Proposals nust specifically address the
2| evaluation criteria devel oped by the comr ssion and del i neate
3 | how fundi ng woul d be used to devel op one or nore centers of

4 | excel l ence. Proposals must be subnmitted to the comi ssion by
5| Decenber 1, 2002. Notwithstanding this deadline, the

6 | commi ssion, upon an affirmative vote of a majority of its

7 | nenbers, nmay accept a proposal subnitted after the deadline.
8 (7) By February 1, 2003, the commission shall subnt

9| to the State Board of Education a mni numof two, but no nore
10| than five, recommended plans for the establishnent of one or
11| nore centers of excellence in the state. Recomended pl ans

12 | nust specifically address the eval uation criteria devel oped by
13 | the conmission and delineate how fundi ng woul d be used to

14 | devel op one or nore centers of excell ence. When devel opi ng

15| such recommended pl ans, the comi ssion shall consider the

16 | university proposals submitted under subsection (6) and hold
17 | at least three public hearings, at tines and | ocations

18 | designated by the chair of the conmission, for the purpose of
19| soliciting expert testinony including, but not limted to,
20 | viewi ng presentations of university proposals.
21 (8) By March 15, 2003, the State Board of Education
22 | shall devel op and approve a final plan for the establishnent
23| of one or nore centers of excellence in the state and
24 | authori ze expenditures for inplenentation of the plan. The
25| final plan nmust allocate at least $25 nillion to each center
26 | of excellence established by the plan. Wen devel oping this
27 | final plan, the board shall consider the conmission's
28 | recommended pl ans subnitted under subsection (7) and hold at
29 | | east one public hearing for the purpose of soliciting expert
30| testinony. The final plan nust include performance and
31| accountability neasures that can be used to assess the
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progress of plan inplenentation and the success of the centers

of excell ence established under the final plan. By March 22,

2003, the board shall provide a copy of the final plan to the

Governor, the President of the Senate, and the Speaker of the

House of Representatives.

(9) Beginning June 30, 2003, the comi ssi on shal

report quarterly, in witing, to the Comni ssioner of Education

on the progress of the inplenentation of the final plan

approved under subsection (8) and the success of the centers

of excell ence established under that plan

(10) This section expires July 1, 2004.
Section 2. The sum of $50,000 is appropriated fromthe

CGeneral Revenue Fund to the Executive Ofice of the Governor

for the 2002-2003 fiscal year for the purpose of providing

staff support to the Energi ng Technol ogy Conmi ssion and per

diem and travel expenses for conm ssion nenbers.

Section 3. This act shall take effect upon becoming a
| aw.

STATEMENT OF SUBSTANTI AL CHANGES CONTAI NED | N
COW TTEE SUBSTI TUTE FOR
Senate Bill 1844

The comittee substitute replaces the original bill. This
conmmttee substitute creates the "Florida Technolo?K
Devel opnment Act,"” which establishes a process for e State
Board of Education (board) to deve!oB, approve, and authorize
expenditures for a plan for establishing one or nore centers
of excellence wwthin, and in collaboration with, the State
University System The process includes, subject to .
| egi sl ative appropriation, the creation of the Enmergin
Technol ogy Conm ssion (comm ssion) wthin the Goverhor"™s

fice for the purpose of reconmending prelimnary plans to
the board for consideration. When devél opi hg _t hese plans, the
conmm ssion nust consider certain input fromFlorida Research
Consortium Inc., and individual experts in relevant fields.
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