CS for SB 1844 Second Engr ossed

1 Abill to be entitled

2 An act relating to econonic devel opnent;

3 creating s. 240.72, F.S.; creating the "Florida
4 Technol ogy Devel opnent Act"; providing a

5 definition; providing purposes and objectives

6 of a center of excellence; defining terns;

7 creating the Energi ng Technol ogy Conmi ssion

8 provi di ng for nenbership, powers, and duties of
9 the comi ssion; providing for Florida Research
10 Consortium Inc., to report to the conm ssion
11 regarding factors contributing to the success
12 of the creation of a center of excell ence;

13 requiring the conm ssion to devel op and approve
14 criteria for evaluating proposals related to

15 the creation of centers of excellence;

16 requiring the conmission to solicit such

17 proposals fromstate universities; requiring

18 the comission to submit recomended plans to
19 the State Board of Education for establishing
20 centers of excellence in the state; providing
21 for the State Board of Education to devel op and
22 approve a final plan for establishing centers
23 of excellence in the state and authorize
24 expenditures for plan inplenentation; providing
25 conm ssion reporting requirenents; providing an
26 expiration date; providing an appropriation for
27 conmi ssion staff support and certain
28 admi ni strative expenses; anending s. 159. 705,
29 F.S.; specifying that certain entities may
30 operate a project located in a research and
31 devel opnent park and financed under the Florida
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1 I ndustrial Devel opment Fi nanci ng Act; anendi ng
2 s. 445.045, F.S.; reassigning responsibility
3 for devel opnent and mmi nt enance of an
4 i nformation technol ogy pronotion and workforce
5 recrui tnent website to Workforce Florida, Inc.
6 requiring consistency and conpatibility with
7 other information systens; authorizing
8 Vorkforce Florida, Inc., to secure website
9 services fromoutside entities; requiring
10 coordi nation of the information technol ogy
11 website with other nmarketing, pronotion, and
12 advocacy efforts; authorizing Wrkforce
13 Florida, Inc., to act through the Agency for
14 Workforce Innovation in fulfilling its
15 responsibilities related to the website;
16 directing the agency to provide services to
17 Workforce Florida, Inc.; authorizing a
18 denonstration programto be called Learning
19 Gateway; creating a steering committee;
20 provi di ng for nenbershi p and appoi nt nent of
21 steering committee nenbers; establishing duties
22 of the steering conmittee; authorizing
23 denonstration projects in specified counties;
24 aut hori zi ng desi gnated agenci es to provide
25 confidential information to such program
26 providing for funding; providing a short title;
27 anending s. 125.0104, F. S.; providing that the
28 addi tional tax authorized for bonds for a
29 prof essi onal sports franchise facility, a
30 retained spring training franchise facility, or
31 a convention center, and for operation and
2
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mai nt enance costs of a convention center, and
the additional tax authorized for bonds for
facilities for a new professional sports
franchise or a retained spring training
franchi se, nmay al so be used to pronote and
advertise tourism anending s. 240.2605, F.S.
creating an account within the Trust Fund for
Major Gfts for the deposit of funds
appropriated as state natch for qualified sales
tax exenptions that a certified business

desi gnates for use by state universities and
community colleges to support research and
devel opnent projects requested by the certified
busi ness pursuant to s. 212.08(5)(j), F.S.;

aut hori zing specified criteria to be used in a
presently required | egislative review of
certain technol ogy prograns; providing for the
O fice of Program Policy Analysis and
CGovernnent Accountability to conduct such
review, providing an effective date.

WHEREAS, the conmmercialization of technol ogies
devel oped in acadenic | aboratories and research centers
t hrough the application of new innovations is critical for
Florida to maintain a conpetitive econony, and

WHEREAS, the devel opnent of high-technol ogy industries
in Florida, including artificial intelligence/human-centered
conputing, information technol ogy and comruni cati ons,
bi ot echnol ogy, bioinformatics, bionedical, electro-optics,
life science, nanotechnol ogy, and conputer sinmulation, is
critical to the long-termecononmic vitality of this state, and

3
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WHEREAS, hi gh-technol ogy industries will further
di versify and strengthen the Florida econony and conpl enent
i ndustries al ready recogni zed as being critical to Florida's
econoni ¢ heal th, and

WHEREAS, attracting |leading scholars and researchers in
advanced and energi ng technol ogy disciplines to Florida's
universities is critical to building Florida' s know edge base,
and

WHEREAS, pronoting collaborati on anong acadeni ¢ and
i ndustrial researchers, scientists, and engineers is essenti al
to the process of commercializing know edge gai ned t hrough
appl i ed research, and

VWHEREAS, centers of excellence within, and in
col l aboration with, the State University System woul d provide
an infrastructure for recruiting and retaining world-class
faculty, increasing the nunber of graduates in advanced and
ener gi ng technol ogy prograns, increasing the anount of base
and applied research conducted in Florida, incubating new
conpani es, devel opi ng new educational and industri al
applications for such research, helping Florida's businesses
adopt energi ng technol ogi es, and developing a highly skilled,
hi gh-wage wor kf orce, NOW THEREFORE,

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
Section 1. Section 240.72, Florida Statutes, is

created to read
240.72 Florida Technol ogy Devel opnent Act. --

(1) This section may be cited as the "Florida

Technol ogy Devel opnent Act."

4
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(2) "Center of excellence," as used in this section

neans an organi zation of personnel, facilities, and equi pment

established at or in collaboration with one or nore

universities in Florida to acconplish the purposes and

obj ectives of this section. The purposes and objectives of a

center of excell ence include:

(a) ldentifying and pursuing opportunities for

uni versity scholars, research center scientists and engi neers,

and private businesses to formcollaborative partnerships to

foster and pronote the research required to devel op

commercially pronising, advanced, and innovative technol ogi es

and to transfer those technol ogies to comercial sectors.

(b) Acquiring and | everagi ng public and private-sector

funding to provide the totality of funds, personnel

facilities, equi pnent, and other resources needed to support

the research required to devel op commercially promn sing,

advanced, and innovative technol ogies and to transfer those

technol ogi es to commerci al sectors.

(c) Recruiting and retai ning worl d-cl ass schol ars,

hi gh-perform ng students, and | eading scientists and engi neers

in technology disciplines to engage in research in this state

to devel op comercially prom sing, advanced, and innovative

t echnol ogi es.

(d) Enhancing and expandi ng technol ogy curricul a and

| aboratory resources at universities and research centers in

this state.
(e) Increasing the nunber of high-perform ng students

in technol ogy disciplines who graduate fromuniversities in

this state and pursue careers in this state.

(f) Stinulating and supporting the inception, growh,

and di versification of technol ogy-based busi nesses and

5
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ventures in Florida and i ncreasi ng enpl oynent opportunities

for the workforce needed to support such busi nesses.

(3) Subject to legislative appropriation, the Energing

Technol ogy Conmi ssion, or "comission," is created within the

Executive Ofice of the Governor to guide the establishnent of

centers of excell ence.

(a) The commission shall consist of five regul ar

nenbers appoi nted by the Governor, one of whomthe Governor

shal | appoint as chair of the conmi ssion; two regular nenbers

appoi nted by the President of the Senate; two regul ar nenbers

appoi nted by the Speaker of the House of Representatives;

before January 7, 2003, the Secretary of Education as an ex

of ficio nonvoting nenber; effective January 7, 2003, the

Conmi ssi oner of Education as an ex officio nonvoting nenber;

and, as ex officio nonvoting nenbers, the nmenber of the Senate

and the nenber of the House of Representatives who serve as

nenbers of the Florida Research Consortium |Inc. The regul ar

menbers shall be business | eaders, industrial researchers,

academ c researchers, scientists, or engi neers who have been

recogni zed as |leaders in the state's energi ng and advanced

t echnol ogy sectors. Regul ar nenbers nust be appointed on or
before July 1, 2002.
(b) Menbers of the conmi ssion shall serve without

conpensation but shall be entitled to receive per diemand

travel expenses in accordance with s. 112.061 while in

perfornance of their duties.

(c) The Executive Ofice of the Governor shall provide

staff support for the activities of the commi ssion and per

diem and travel expenses for conm ssion nenbers.
(4) By August 1, 2002, Florida Research Consortium
Inc., shall provide a report to the conm ssion which describes

6
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1|in detail and prioritizes factors that contribute to the
2 | success of the creation of centers of excellence. At a
3| mnimum the report should describe and prioritize the
4| follow ng factors:
5 (a) Maturity of existing university prograns relating
6| to a proposed center of excellence.
7 (b) Existing anount of university resources dedicated
8|to activities relating to a proposed center of excellence.
9 (c) Conprehensiveness and effectiveness of site plans
10| relating to a proposed center of excell ence.
11 (d) Regional econonic structure and clinate.
12 (e) The degree to which a university proposed to house
13| a center of excellence identifies and seizes opportunities to
14 | coll aborate with other public or private entities for research
15 | pur poses.
16 (f) The presence of a conprehensive perfornmance and
17 | accountability neasurenent system
18 (g) The use of an integrated research and devel opnent
19 | strategy utilizing nmultiple levels of the educational system
20 (h) The ability of a university proposed to house a
21| center of excellence to raise research funds and | everage
22 | public and private investnent dollars to support advanced and
23 | energi ng technol ogi cal research and devel opnent projects.
24 (i) The degree to which a university proposed to house
25| a center of excellence transfers advanced and energi ng
26 | technologies fromits | aboratories to the comercial sector
27 (j) The degree to which a university proposed to house
28 | a center of excellence stinmulates and supports new venture
29 | creation.
30
31

7
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(k) The existence of a plan to enhance academ c

curricula by inproving communi cati on bet ween acadeni a and

i ndustry.
(1) The existence of a plan to increase the nunber

guality, and retention rate of faculty, graduate students, and

em nent scholars in advanced and energi ng technol ogy- based

di sci pl i nes.

(m The existence of a plan to increase the likelihood

of faculty, graduate students, and em nent schol ars pursuing

private-sector careers in the state.

(n) Ability to provide capital facilities necessary to

support research and devel opnent.
(5) By Septenber 15, 2002, the comni ssi on shal
devel op and approve criteria for eval uating proposal s

subm tted under subsection (6). Wen devel opi ng such criteria,

the commi ssion shall consider the report provided by Florida

Research Consortium Inc., under subsection (4) and hold at

| east two public hearings, at tines and | ocations desi gnated

by the chair of the conmi ssion, for the purpose of soliciting

expert testinony. By Cctober 1, 2002, the comni ssi on shal

provide a |list of such criteria to each university in the

State University Systemand to the State Technol ogy Ofice for

publishing on the Internet within 24 hours after the office's

receipt of the list.

(6) Concurrent with the provision of the |list of

Criteria to the universities, the comr ssion shall notify each

university, in witing, of the opportunity to submt to the

conmi ssion witten proposals for establishing one or nore

centers of excellence. Proposals nust specifically address the

eval uation criteria devel oped by the conmi ssion and delineate

how fundi ng woul d be used to devel op one or nore centers of

8
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excel |l ence. Proposals nust be subnitted to the conmi ssion by
Decenber 1, 2002. Notwithstanding this deadline, the
conm ssion, upon an affirnmative vote of a majority of its

nenbers, nmay accept a proposal subnitted after the deadline.

(7) By February 1, 2003, the commission shall subnt

to the State Board of Educati on a m ni nrumof two, but no nore

than five, recomended plans for the establishnent of one or

nore centers of excellence in the state. Recomended pl ans

nust specifically address the eval uation criteria devel oped by

the commi ssi on and del i neate how fundi ng woul d be used to

devel op one or nore centers of excellence. Wen devel opi ng

such recomended plans, the conmi ssion shall consider the

uni versity proposals submitted under subsection (6) and hold

at | east three public hearings, at tines and | ocations

desi gnated by the chair of the conmi ssion, for the purpose of

soliciting expert testinony including, but not limted to,

vi ewi ng presentations of university proposals.
(8) By March 15, 2003, the State Board of Education
shal | devel op and approve a final plan for the establishnent

of one or nore centers of excellence in the state and

aut hori ze expenditures for inplenentation of the plan. The

final plan nust allocate at least $10 nmillion to each center

of excell ence established by the plan. Wen devel oping this

final plan, the board shall consider the conm ssion's

reconmrended pl ans subnitted under subsection (7) and hold at

| east one public hearing for the purpose of soliciting expert

testinony. The final plan nust include perfornmance and

accountability nmeasures that can be used to assess the

progress of plan inplenentation and the success of the centers

of excell ence established under the final plan. By March 22,

2003, the board shall provide a copy of the final plan to the

9
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Governor, the President of the Senate, and the Speaker of the

House of Representatives.

(9) Beginning June 30, 2003, the comi ssi on shal

report quarterly, in witing, to the Commni ssioner of Education

on the progress of the inplenentation of the final plan

approved under subsection (8) and the success of the centers

of excell ence established under that plan
(10) This section expires July 1, 2004.
Section 2. The sum of $50,000 is appropriated fromthe

CGeneral Revenue Fund to the Executive Ofice of the Governor

for the 2002-2003 fiscal year for the purpose of providing

staff support to the Energi ng Technol ogy Conmi ssion and per

diem and travel expenses for conm ssion nenbers.

Section 3. Subsection (10) of section 159.705, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

159. 705 Powers of the authority.--The authority is
aut hori zed and enpower ed:

(10) O her provisions of law to the contrary
notwi t hstandi ng, to acquire by |ease, w thout consideration
purchase, or option any |ands owned, admi nistered, managed,
control |l ed, supervised, or otherw se protected by the state or
any of its agencies, departnents, boards, or conmi ssions for
t he purpose of establishing a research and devel opnent park
subj ect to being first designated a research and devel opnent
authority under the provisions of ss. 159.701-159.7095. The
authority may cooperate with state and local politica
subdi visions and with private profit and nonprofit entities to
i mpl erent the public purposes set out ins. 159.701. Such
cooperation may include agreenents for the use of the
resources of state and local political subdivisions, agencies,
or entities on a fee-for-service basis or on a cost-recovery

10
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basis. Notwi t hstandi ng any other provision of this chapter, a

project that is located in a research and devel opment park and

is financed under the provisions of the Florida Industrial

Devel opnent Fi nancing Act nmay be operated by a research and

devel opnent authority, a state university, a Florida community

coll ege, or a governnental agency if the purpose and operation

of the project is consistent with the purposes and policies
specified in ss. 159.701-159. 7095.

Section 4. Section 445.045, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

445, 045 Devel opnent of an Internet-based system for
i nformation technol ogy i ndustry pronotion and workforce
recruitment. --

(1) Workforce Florida, Inc., is responsible for
di recti ng ThePepartrent—of—tabor—and—Enployrent—Seeurity
shaH—faciHtate—efforts—to—ensure the devel opnent and
nmai nt enance of a website that pronotes and markets the

i nformation technology industry in this state. The website
shal | be designed to informthe public concerning the scope of
the information technol ogy industry in the state and shal

al so be designed to address the workforce needs of the

i ndustry. The website shall include, through links or actua
content, information concerning infornmation technol ogy

busi nesses in this state, including links to such businesses;
i nformati on concerni ng enpl oynent avail abl e at these

busi nesses; and the neans by which a jobseeker may post a
resume on the website.

(2) Workforce Florida, |nc., the—bepartrwent—of—tabor
ant—Erptoyrrent—Seeuri+ty shall coordinate with the State

Technol ogy O fice and the Agency for Wrkforce | nnovation

Vorkforee—Dbeveloprent—DBoard—of—EnterpriseFtorida—tne—to

11
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ensure |inks, where feasible and appropriate, to existing job
i nformati on websites mmintained by the state and state
agencies and to ensure that information technol ogy positions
offered by the state and state agencies are posted on the
i nformation technol ogy website.

(3) Workforce Florida, Inc., shall ensure that the

website devel oped and nmi ntai ned under this section is

consi stent, conpatible, and coordinated with the workforce

information systens required under s. 445.011, including, but

not linted to, the automated job-matching i nfornmati on system

for enployers, job seekers, and other users.

(4)(a) Workforce Florida, Inc., shall coordinate

devel opnent and nmi nt enance of the website under this section

with the state's Chief Information Officer in the State

Technol ogy O fice to ensure conpatibility with the state's

informati on system strategy and enterprise architecture.

(b) Workforce Florida, Inc., may enter into an

agreenent with the State Technol ogy Ofice, the Agency for

Workforce | nnovation, or any other public agency with the

requisite information technol ogy expertise for the provision

of design, operating, or other technol ogical services

necessary to devel op and nmintain the website.

(c) Workforce Florida, Inc., may procure services

necessary to i nplenent the provisions of this section, if it

enpl oys conpetitive processes, including requests for

proposal s, conpetitive negotiation, and other conpetitive

processes to ensure that the procurenent results in the nost

cost-effective i nvestnent of state funds.

(5) |In furtherance of the requirenents of this section

that the website pronote and market the information technol ogy

i ndustry by conmunicating infornation on the scope of the

12
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industry in this state, Wrkforce Florida, Inc., shal

coordinate its efforts with the high-technol ogy i ndustry

mar keting efforts of Enterprise Florida, Inc., under s.

288.911. Through links or actual content, the website

devel oped under this section shall serve as a forumfor

di stributing the marketing canpai gn devel oped by Enterprise
Florida, Inc., under s. 288.911. In addition, Wrkforce
Florida, Inc., shall solicit input fromthe not-for-profit

corporation created to advocate on behalf of the information

technol ogy industry as an outgrowth of the Information Service

Technol ogy Devel opnent Task Force created under chapter
99-354, Laws of Florida.
(6) In fulfilling its responsibilities under this

section, Wrkforce Florida, Inc., may enlist the assistance of

and act through the Agency for Wrkforce | nnovation. The

agency is authorized and directed to provide the services that

Workforce Florida, Inc., and the agency consider necessary to

i npl erent this section.

Section 5. Learning Gateway. - -
(1) PROGRAM GOALS. --The Legislature authorizes a
3-year denonstration program to be called the Learning

Gateway, the purpose of which is to provide parents access to

information, referral, and services to | essen the effects of

learning disabilities in children frombirth to age 9.

Parental consent shall be required for initial contact and

referral for evaluation and services provided through the

Learni ng Gateway. Each pilot program nust design and test an

i ntegrated, community-based systemto help parents identify

| earni ng probl ens and access early-education and intervention

services in order to nmininize or prevent |earning

disabilities. The Learning Gateway nust be available to

13
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1| parents in the settings where they and their children live,

2 | work, seek care, or study. The goals of the Learning Gateway
3| are to:

4 (a) |Inprove community awareness and education of

5| parents and practitioners about the warning signs or

6 | precursors of learning problens and | earning disabilities,

7 | including disorders or del ayed devel opnent in | anguage,

8 | attention, behavior, and social -enotional functioning,

9] including dyslexia and attention deficit hyperactivity

10| disorder, in children frombirth through age 9.

11 (b) Inprove access for children who are experiencing
12 | early learning problens and their fanilies to appropriate

13 | prograns, services, and supports through i nproved outreach and
14 | referral processes anobng providers.

15 (c) |Inprove devel opnental nonitoring and the

16 | availability to parents of appropriate screening resources,
17 | with enphasis on children frombirth through age 9 who are at
18 | high risk of having | earning problens.

19 (d) Inprove the availability to parents of appropriate
20 | education and intervention prograns, services, and supports to
21| address learning problens and | earning disabilities.
22 (e) ldentify gaps in the array of services and
23 | supports so that an appropriate child-centered and
24 | fanmly-centered conti nuum of education and support woul d be
25| readily available in each community.
26 (f) Inprove accountability of the systemthrough
27 | i nproved planning, integration, and coll aborati on anbng
28 | providers and t hrough outcone neasurenent in collaboration
29 | with parents.
30 (2) LEARNI NG GATEWAY STEERI NG COW TTEE. - -
31

14
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(a) To ensure that parents of children with potenti al

| earning problens and |l earning disabilities have access to the

appropri ate necessary services and supports, an 18-nenber

steering conmmittee is created. The steering comittee is

assigned to the Departnent of Education for administrative

pur poses.
(b) The duties of the Learning Gateway Steering

Committee are to provide policy devel opnent, consultation

oversi ght, and support for the inplenentation of three

denonstrati on prograns and to advi se the agencies, the

Legi sl ature, and the Governor on statew de inplenentation of

system conponents and i ssues and on strategies for continuing

i nprovenent to the system

(c) The steering conmittee shall direct the

admi ni stering agency of the Learning Gateway programto expend

the funds appropriated for the steering conmittee's use to

procure the products delineated in section 6 of this act

t hrough contracts or other nmeans. The steering conmittee and

the Learning Gateway pilot progranms will provide informtion

and referral for services but will not provide direct services

to parents or children.

(d) The steering commttee nust include parents,

service providers, and representatives of the disciplines

relevant to diagnosis of and intervention in early |earning

probl ens. The Governor shall appoint one nenber fromthe

private sector who has expertise in communi cati ons, nmnagenent

or service provision, one nenber who has expertise in

children's vision, one nenber who has expertise in | earning

disabilities, one nenber who has expertise in audiol ogy, one

nenber who is a parent of a child eligible for services by the

Learni ng Gateway, and one provider of related diagnostic and

15
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i ntervention services. The President of the Senate shal

appoi nt one nenber fromthe private sector who has expertise

in comuni cations, nmanagenent or service provision, one nenber

who has expertise in energent literacy, one nenber who has

expertise in pediatrics, one nenber who has expertise in brain

devel opnent, one nenber who is a parent of a child eligible

for services by the Learning Gateway, and one nenber who is a

provider of related diagnostic and intervention services. The

Speaker of the House of Representatives shall appoint one

nenber fromthe private sector who has expertise in

communi cati ons, nmnagenent or service provi sion, one nenber

who has expertise in environnental health and all ergies, one

nenber who has expertise in children's nutrition, one nenber

who has expertise in fanmily nedicine, one parent of a child

eligible for services by the Learni ng Gateway, and one nenber

who is a school psychol ogi st providi ng diagnostic and

i ntervention services.

(e) To support and facilitate systeminprovenents, the

steering comrittee nmust consult with representatives fromthe

Departnent of Education, the Departnent of Health, the Florida

Partnership for School Readi ness, the Departnent of Children

and Fanmily Services, the Agency for Health Care

Adm ni stration, the Departnent of Juvenile Justice, and the

Departnent of Corrections and the director of the Learning

Devel opnent and Eval uation Center of Florida Agricultural and

Mechani cal University.

(f) Steering committee appoi ntnents nust be nade, and

the committee nust hold its first neeting, within 90 days

after this act takes effect. Steering comittee nenbers shal

be appointed to serve a termof 3 years. The Governor shal

designate the chairman of the steering conmittee.

16
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1 (g) Steering comittee nmenbers shall not receive
2 | conpensation for their services, but may receive rei nbursenent
3| for travel expenses incurred under section 112.061, Florida
4| Statutes.
5 (3) LEARNI NG GATEWAY DEMONSTRATI ON PRQJECTS. - -
6 (a) Wthin 90 days after its initial neeting, the
7| Learning Gateway Steering Committee shall accept proposals
8| frominteragency consortia in Orange, Manatee, and St. Lucie
9| counties which conprise public and private providers,
10 | conmunity agenci es, business representatives, and the |oca
11 | school board in each county to serve as denpnstration sites
12 | for design and devel opnent of a systemthat addresses the
13 | requirenents in section 6 of this act. If there is no proposa
14 | fromone of the designated counties, the steering conmittee
15| may sel ect another county to serve as a denonstration site by
16 | majority vote.
17 (b) The proposals for denpnstration projects nust
18 | provide a conprehensive and detail ed description of the system
19 | of care. The description of the proposed system of care nust
20| clearly indicate the point of access for parents, integration
21| of services, linkages of providers, and additional array of
22 | services required to address the needs of children and
23 | fanilies.
24 (c) The denonstration projects should ensure that the
25 | system of care appropriately includes existing services to the
26 | fullest extent possible and shoul d deternine additiona
27 | prograns, services, and supports that would be necessary to
28 | i npl enent the requirenents of this act.
29 (d) The projects, in conjunction with the steering
30| coomittee, shall deternine what portion of the systemcan be
31

17
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funded using existing funds, denonstration funds provi ded by

this act, and other available private and community funds.

(e) The denonstration projects shall reconmend to the

steering comrittee the linking or conbining of sone or all of

the | ocal pl anning bodies, including school readi ness

coalitions, Healthy Start coalitions, Part C advisory

councils, Departnent of Children and Fanily Services community

al liances, and other boards or councils that have a prinmary

focus on services for children frombirth to age 9, to the

extent allowed by federal regulations, if such changes woul d

i mprove coordi nati on and reduce unnecessary duplication of

effort.
(f) Denonstration projects shall use public and

private partnerships, partnerships with faith-based

organi zations, and volunteers, as appropriate, to enhance

acconpl i shnent of the goals of the system

(g) Addressing system conponents delineated in section

6 of this act, each denonstration project proposal nust

i ncl ude, at a m ni mum

1. Protocols for requiring and receiving parental

consent for Learning Gateway services.

2. A nethod for establishing communication with

parents and coordi nati on and pl anning processes within the

communi ty.
3. Action steps for nmaking appropriate |linkages to

existing services within the community.

4. Procedures to determ ne gaps in services and

identify appropriate providers.

5. A lead agency to serve as the system access point,

or gateway.

18
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(h) As authorized under the budget authority of the
Departnent of Education, denpnstration projects,

representative of the diversity of the conmunities in this

state, shall be established in Manatee, Orange, and St. Lucie

counties as local Learning Gateway sites and shall be

authorized to hire staff, establish office space, and contract

for administrative services as needed to inplenent the project

wi thin the budget designated by the Legislature.

(i) The steering conmittee nust approve, deny, or

conditionally approve a Learni ng Gateway proposal within 60

days after receipt of the proposal. |If a proposal is

conditionally approved, the steering conmttee nust assist the

Learni ng Gateway applicant to correct deficiencies in the

proposal by Decenber 1, 2002. Funds nust be available to a

pil ot program 15 days after final approval of its proposal by

the steering comittee. Funds nust be available to all pilot

prograns by January 1, 2003.

Section 6. Conponents of the Learning Gateway. --

(1) The Learning Gateway system consists of the

fol |l owi ng conponents:

(a) Comunity education strategies and fanily-oriented

access. - -
1. Each local denonstration project shall establish

t he system access point, or gateway, by which parents can

receive informati on about avail abl e appropriate services. An

existing public or private agency or provider or new provider

may serve as the system gateway. The | ocal Learni ng Gat eway

shoul d provide parents and caretakers with a single point of

access for screening, assessnent, and referral for services

for children frombirth through age 9. The denpnstration

projects have the budgetary authority to hire appropriate

19
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personnel to performadm nistrative functions. These staff

nenbers nust be know edgeabl e about child devel opnent, early

identification of |learning problens and | earning disabilities,

fam ly service planning, and services in the | ocal area. Each

denonstration project nust arrange for the foll owi ng services

to be provided by existing service systens:

a. Conducting intake with famlies.

b. Conducting appropriate screening or referral for

such servi ces.

c. Conducting needs/strengths-based fanily assessnent.

d. Developing famly resource pl ans.

e. Mking referrals for needed services and assisting

famlies in the application process.

f. Providing service coordination as needed by

fam |i es.
g. Assisting fanilies in establishing a nedical hone.

h. Conducting case managenent and transition pl anni ng

as necessary.

i. Monitoring performance of service providers agai nst

appropri ate standards.

2. The Learning Gateway Steering Committee and

denonstration projects shall designate a central information

and referral access phone nunber for parents in each pil ot

community. This centralized phone nunber should be used to

i ncrease public awareness and to i nprove access to |l oca

supports and services for children frombirth through age 9

and their famlies. The nunber should be highly publicized as

the prinmary source of information on services for young

children. The tel ephone staff should be trained and supported

to offer accurate and conplete information and to make

20
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appropriate referrals to existing public and private comunity

agenci es.
3. In collaboration with | ocal resources such as

Healthy Start, the denobnstration projects shall devel op

strategies for offering hospital visits or hone visits by

trained staff to new nothers. The Learni ng Gateway Steering

Committee shall provide technical assistance to |loca

denonstration projects in devel opi ng brochures and ot her

materials to be distributed to parents of newborns.

4. |In collaboration with other |ocal resources, the

denonstration projects shall devel op public awareness

strategies to dissenminate i nformati on about devel opnent al

m | estones, precursors of |earning problens and ot her

devel opnental delays, and the service systemthat is

avail able. The information should target parents of children

frombirth through age 9 and should be distributed to parents,

health care providers, and caregivers of children frombirth

t hrough age 9. A variety of nedia should be used as

appropriate, such as print, television, radio, and a

communi ty-based internet web site, as well as opportunities

such as those presented by parent visits to physicians for

wel | -child check-ups. The Learning Gateway Steering Conmittee

shal | provide technical assistance to the |ocal denpnstration

projects in devel oping and distributing educational nmaterials

and i nfornmation.

a. Public awareness strategies targeting parents of

children frombirth through age 5 shall be designed to provide

information to public and private preschool prograns,

childcare providers, pediatricians, parents, and | ocal

busi nesses and organi zati ons. These strategi es should include

i nformati on on the school readi ness performance standards for

21
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1| ki ndergarten adopted by the School Readi ness Partnership
2 | Board.
3 b. Public awareness strategies targeting parents of
4| children fromages 6 through 9 nust be designed to disseninate
5|training materials and brochures to parents and public and
6 | private school personnel, and nust be coordinated with the
7 | l ocal school board and the appropriate school advisory
8| committees in the denonstration projects. The materials should
9] contain information on state and district proficiency |levels
10| for grades K-3.
11 (b) Screening and devel opnental nonitoring.--
12 1. In coordination with the Partnership for Schoo
13 | Readi ness, the Departnent of Education, and the Florida
14 | Pediatric Society, and using information | earned fromthe
15| l ocal denobnstration projects, the Learning Gateway Steering
16 | Conmittee shall establish guidelines for screening children
17 | frombirth through age 9. The gui deli nes should incorporate
18 | recent research on the indicators nost likely to predict early
19 | learning problens, nmld devel opnental del ays, child-specific
20 | precursors of school failure, and other rel ated devel opnent al
21| indicators in the donmains of cognition; comunication
22 | attention; perception; behavior; and social, enptional
23 | sensory, and notor functioning.
24 2. Based on the guidelines established by the steering
25| committee and in cooperation with the Florida Pediatric
26 | Society, the steering comittee shall adopt a conprehensive
27 | checklist for child healthcare checkups and a corresponding
28 | trai ni ng package for physicians and ot her nedical personnel in
29 | inplenenting nore effective screening for precursors of
30| learning problens, learning disabilities, and nmld
31 | devel opnental del ays.
22
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3. Using the screening guidelines devel oped by the

steering comrittee, |local denpbnstration projects shoul d engage

| ocal physicians and ot her nedical professionals in enhancing

the screening opportunities presented by immunization visits

and other well-child appointnents, in accordance with the

Aneri can Acadeny of Pediatrics Periodicity Schedul e.

4. Using the screeni ng guidelines devel oped by the

steering comrttee, the denbnstration projects shall devel op

strategies to increase early identification of precursors to

| earning problens and | earning disabilities through providing

parents the option of inproved screening and referra

practices within public and private early care and education

prograns and K-3 public and private school settings.

Strategies may include training and technical assistance teans

to assi st program providers and teachers. The program shal

col | aborate appropriately with the school readi ness

coalitions, local school boards, and other conmunity resources

in arranging training and technical assistance for early

identification and screening with parental consent.

5. The denpnstration project shall work with

appropriate local entities to reduce the duplication of

Cross-agency screening in each denonstration project area.

Denonstration projects shall provide opportunities for public

and private providers of screening and assessnent at each age

level to neet periodically to identify gaps or duplication of

efforts in screening practices.

6. Based on technical assistance and support provided

by the steering comittee and in conjunction with the schoo

readi ness coalitions and other appropriate entities,

denonstration projects shall develop a systemto |og the

nunber of children screened, assessed, and referred for

23
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1| services. After devel opment and testing, tracking should be
2 | supported by a standard el ectronic data system for screening
3 | and assessnent information
4 7. |In conjunction with the technical assistance of the
5| steering conmmittee, denonstration projects shall develop a
6 | systemfor targeted screening. The projects should conduct a
7 | needs assessnment of existing services and prograns where
8 | targeted screening prograns shoul d be offered. Based on the
9] results of the needs assessnent, the project shall devel op
10 | procedures within the denonstrati on community whereby periodic
11 | devel opnental screening could be offered to parents of
12 | children frombirth through age 9 who are served by state
13 | intervention prograns or whose parents or caregivers are in
14 | state intervention prograns. |Intervention prograns for
15| children, parents, and caregivers include those adninistered
16 | or funded by the:
17 a. Agency for Health Care Adninistration
18 b. Departnent of Children and Fanily Services;
19 c. Departnment of Corrections and other crimnna
20| justice prograns;
21 d. Departnent of Education
22 e. Departnent of Health; and
23 f. Departnent of Juvenile Justice.
24 8. Wien results of screening suggest devel opnental
25 | probl ens, potential |earning problens, or |earning
26 | disabilities, the intervention programshall informthe
27 | child's parent of the results of the screening and shall offer
28| to refer the child to the Learning Gateway for coordination of
29 | further assessnent. If the parent chooses to have further
30 | assessnent, the Learning Gateway shall nmke referrals to the
31| appropriate entities within the service system
24
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9. The local Learning Gateway shall provide for

followp contact to all fanmlies whose chil dren have been

found ineligible for services under Part B or Part C of the

IDEA to informthem of other services available in the county.

10. Notwithstanding any law to the contrary, each

agency participating in the Learning Gateway is authorized to

provide to a Learning Gateway program confidential infornmation

exenpt from di scl osure under chapter 119, Florida Statutes,

regardi ng a devel opnental screening on any child participating

in the Learning Gateway who is or has been the subject of a

devel opnental screening within the jurisdiction of each

agency.
(c) Early education, services and supports. --

1. The denobnstration projects shall develop a

conceptual nodel system of care that builds upon, integrates,

and fills the gaps in existing services. The nodel shal

i ndicate how qualified providers of fanily-based or

center-based interventions or public and private schoo

personnel nay offer services in a manner consistent with the

standards established by their profession and by the standards

and criteria adopted by the steering conmittee and consi st ent

with effective and proven strategies. The specific services

and supports may incl ude:

a. Hogh-quality early education and care prograns.

b. Assistance to parents and ot her caregivers, such as

hone- based nodeling prograns for parents and play prograns to

provi de peer interactions.

c. Speech and | anguage therapy that is

age- appropri at e.

d. Parent education and training.

25
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e. Conprehensive nedical screening and referral with

bi omedi cal interventions as necessary.

f. Referral as needed for famly therapy, other nental

heal th services, and treatnent prograns.

g. Fanmily support services as necessary.

h. Therapy for learning differences in reading and

mat h, and attention to subject nmaterial for children in grades
K- 3.

i. Referral for Part B or Part C services as required.

j. Expanded access to conmunity-based services for

par ents.
k. Parental choice in the provision of services hy

public and private providers.

The nodel shall include a statenent of the cost of

i npl emrenti ng the nodel

2. Denonstration projects shall develop strategies to

i ncrease the use of appropriate intervention practices with

chil dren who have | earning problens and | earning disabilities

within public and private early care and educati on prograns

and K-3 public and private school settings. Strategi es may

include training and technical assistance teans. |Intervention

nmust be coordi nated and nust focus on providing effective

supports to children and their fanmlies within their regul ar

educati on and conmunity environnment. These strategi es nust

i ncorporate, as appropriate, school and district activities

related to the student's academ ¢ i nprovenent plan and nust

provide parents with greater access to conmunity-based

services that should be avail abl e beyond the traditiona

school day. Acadeni c expectations for public school students

in grades K-3 nust be based upon the |ocal school board's

26
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adopted proficiency | evels. Wien appropriate, school personne

shall consult with the local Learning Gateway to identify

ot her community resources for supporting the child and the

famly.
3. The steering committee, in cooperation with the

Departnent of Children and Family Services, the Departnent of

Education, and the Florida Partnership for School Readi ness,

shall identify the elenents of an effective research-based

curriculumfor early care and educati on prograns.

4. The steering committee, in conjunction with the

denonstration projects, shall devel op processes for

i dentifying and sharing pronising practices and shall showcase

t hese prograns and practices at a di ssenination conference.

5. The steering committee shall establish processes

for facilitating state and | ocal providers' ready access to

information and trai ning concerning effective instructiona

and behavioral practices and interventions based on advances

in the field and for encouraging researchers to regularly

gui de practitioners in designing and inplenenting

research-based practices. The steering conmittee shall assi st

t he denonstration projects in conducting a conference for

participants in the three denonstration projects for the

di ssem nation of infornmation on best practices and new

i nsights about early identification, education, and

intervention for children frombirth through age 9. The

conference shoul d be established so that continui ng education

credits may be awarded to nedical professionals, teachers, and

others for whomthis is an incentive.

6. Denonstration projects shall investigate and nay

reconmrend to the steering comrittee nore effective resource

all ocation and flexible funding strategies if such strategies

27
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are in the best interest of the children and famlies in the

communi ty. The Departnent of Education and ot her rel evant

agenci es shall assist the denpbnstration projects in securing

state and federal waivers as appropriate.

Section 7. Accountability.--

(1) The steering conmittee shall provide informtion

to the School Readi ness Estinating Conference and the

Enrol | nent Conference for Public Schools regardi ng estinates

of the population of children frombirth through age 9 who are

at risk of learning problens and | earning disabilities.

(2) The steering committee, in conjunction with the

denonstration projects, shall devel op accountability

nechani sns to ensure that the denonstration prograns are

effective and that resources are used as efficiently as

possi bl e. Accountability should be addressed through a

mul til evel eval uation system including neasurenment of

out cones and operational indicators. Measurabl e out cones must

be devel oped to address inproved child devel opnent, inproved

child health, and success in school. Indicators of system

i nprovenents nust be devel oped to address quality of prograns

and integration of services. Agency nonitoring of prograns

shall include a review of child and fam |y outcones and system

ef fectiveness indicators with a specific focus on elinination

of unnecessary duplication of planning, screening, and

servi ces.
(3) The steering conmmittee shall oversee a formative

eval uation of the project during inplenmentation, including

reporting short-termoutconmes and system i nprovenents. By

January 2005, the steering comittee shall nmke

recommendations to the Governor, the President of the Senate,

t he Speaker of the House of Representatives, and the

28
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Conmi ssi oner of Education related to the nerits of expansion

of the denobnstration projects.

(4) By January 1, 2005, the steering conmittee, in

conjunction with the denonstration projects, shall develop a

nodel county-level strategic plan to fornalize the goals,

obj ectives, strategies, and intended outcones of the

conpr ehensi ve system and to support the integration and

efficient delivery of all services and supports for parents of

children frombirth through age 9 who have | earni ng probl ens

or learning disabilities. The nbdel county-level strategic

pl an nmust include, but need not be linited to, strategies to:

(a) Establish a system whereby parents can access

i nformati on about |earning problens in young children and

recei ve services at their discretion

(b) Inprove early identification of those who are at

risk for learning problens and | earning disabilities;

(c) Provide access to an appropriate array of services

within the child' s natural environnent or regul ar cl assroom

setting or specialized training in other settings;

(d) Inprove and coordi nate screening for children from

birth through age 9;

(e) Inprove and coordinate services for children from

birth through age 9;

(f) Address training of professionals in effectively

identifying factors, across all domains, which place children

frombirth through age 9 at risk of school failure and in

appropriate interventions for the |earning differences;

(g) Provide appropriate support to fanmlies;

(h) Share hest practices with caregivers and referra

SOour ces;

29
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(i) Address resource needs of the assessnent and

i ntervention system and

(j) Address devel opnent of inplenentation plans to

establish protocols for requiring and receivi ng parental

consent for services; to identify action steps, responsible

parties, and inplenentation schedules; and to ensure

appropriate alignment with agency strategic plans.

Section 8. The Legislature shall appropriate a sum of

noney to fund the denopnstration prograns and shall authorize

sel ected comunities to blend funding fromexisting prograns

to the extent that this is advantageous to the conmmunity and

is consistent with federal requirenents.

Section 9. Sections 9 and 10 of this act may be cited

as the "Tourismlndustry Recovery Act of 2002."

Section 10. Paragraphs (1) and (n) of subsection (3)
of section 125.0104, Florida Statutes, are anended to read:

125. 0104 Touri st devel opnent tax; procedure for
| evyi ng; authorized uses; referendum enforcenent.--

(3) TAXABLE PRI VI LEGES; EXEMPTI ONS; LEVY; RATE. --

(1) In addition to any other tax which is inposed
pursuant to this section, a county nay inpose up to an
addi tional 1-percent tax on the exercise of the privilege
described in paragraph (a) by majority vote of the governing
board of the county in order to:

1. Pay the debt service on bonds issued to finance the
construction, reconstruction, or renovation of a professional
sports franchise facility, or the acquisition, construction
reconstruction, or renovation of a retained spring training
franchise facility, either publicly owed and operated, or
publicly owned and operated by the owner of a professiona
sports franchise or other | essee with sufficient expertise or

30
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financial capability to operate such facility, and to pay the
pl anni ng and design costs incurred prior to the issuance of
such bonds.

2. Pay the debt service on bonds issued to finance the
construction, reconstructi on, or renovation of a convention
center, and to pay the planning and design costs incurred
prior to the issuance of such bonds.

3. Pay the operation and mai ntenance costs of a
convention center for a period of up to 10 years. Only
counties that have elected to levy the tax for the purposes
aut hori zed in subparagraph 2. may use the tax for the purposes
enunerated in this subparagraph. Any county that elects to
|l evy the tax for the purposes authorized in subparagraph 2.
after July 1, 2000, nay use the proceeds of the tax to pay the
operati on and nmi nt enance costs of a convention center for the
life of the bonds.

4. Pronpte and advertise tourismin the State of

Florida and nationally and internationally; however, if tax

revenues are expended for an activity, service, venue, or

event, the activity, service, venue, or event shall have as

one of its main purposes the attraction of tourists as

evi denced by the pronotion of the activity, service, venue, or

event to tourists.

The provision of paragraph (b) which prohibits any county
authorized to |l evy a convention devel opnent tax pursuant to s.
212.0305 fromlevying nore than the 2-percent tax authorized
by this section, and the provisions of paragraphs (4)(a)-(d),
shall not apply to the additional tax authorized in this

par agraph. The effective date of the levy and inposition of
the tax authorized under this paragraph shall be the first day

31
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of the second nonth follow ng approval of the ordinance by the
governi ng board or the first day of any subsequent nonth as
may be specified in the ordinance. A certified copy of such
ordi nance shall be furnished by the county to the Departnent
of Revenue within 10 days after approval of such ordi nance.

(n) In addition to any other tax that is inposed under
this section, a county that has inposed the tax under
paragraph (1) may inpose an additional tax that is no greater
than 1 percent on the exercise of the privilege described in
paragraph (a) by a majority plus one vote of the nenbership of
t he board of county conmissioners in order to:

1. Pay the debt service on bonds issued to finance:

a. - The construction, reconstruction, or renovation
of a facility either publicly owed and operated, or publicly
owned and operated by the owner of a professional sports
franchise or other lessee with sufficient expertise or
financial capability to operate such facility, and to pay the
pl anni ng and design costs incurred prior to the issuance of
such bonds for a new professional sports franchise as defined
ins. 288.1162.

b.2- The acqui sition, construction, reconstruction, or
renovation of a facility either publicly owned and operat ed,
or publicly owned and operated by the owner of a professiona
sports franchise or other | essee with sufficient expertise or
financial capability to operate such facility, and to pay the
pl anni ng and design costs incurred prior to the issuance of
such bonds for a retained spring training franchise.

2. Pronpote and advertise tourismin the State of

Florida and nationally and internationally; however, if tax

revenues are expended for an activity, service, venue, or

event, the activity, service, venue, or event shall have as
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one of its main purposes the attraction of tourists as

evi denced by the pronotion of the activity, service, venue, or

event to tourists.

A county that inposes the tax authorized in this paragraph nay
not expend any ad val oremtax revenues for the acquisition
construction, reconstruction, or renovation of a that facility
for which tax revenues are used pursuant to subparagraph 1.

The provision of paragraph (b) which prohibits any county
authorized to |l evy a convention devel opnent tax pursuant to s.
212.0305 fromlevying nore than the 2-percent tax authorized
by this section shall not apply to the additional tax
aut hori zed by this paragraph in counties which | evy convention
devel opnent taxes pursuant to s. 212.0305(4)(a). Subsection
(4) does not apply to the adoption of the additional tax
authorized in this paragraph. The effective date of the | evy
and i nposition of the tax authorized under this paragraph is
the first day of the second nonth foll owi ng approval of the
ordi nance by the board of county comm ssioners or the first
day of any subsequent nonth specified in the ordi nance. A
certified copy of such ordinance shall be furnished by the
county to the Departnent of Revenue within 10 days after
approval of the ordi nance.

Section 11. Subsection (1) of section 240. 2605,
Fl orida Statutes, is anended to read:

240. 2605 Trust Fund for Major Gfts.--

(1) There is established a Trust Fund for Major G fts
The purpose of the trust fund is to enable the Board of
Regent s Foundation, each university, and New College to
provide donors with an incentive in the form of matching
grants for donations for the establishnent of pernanent
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endownrents and sal es tax exenption nmatchi ng funds received
pursuant to s. 212.08(5)(j), which nust be invested, with the

proceeds of the investnent used to support libraries and
instruction and research prograns, as defined by precedure—of
the State Board of Education Regents. All funds appropriated
for the challenge grants, new donors, nmajor gifts, sales tax

exenpti on mat ching funds pursuant to s. 212.08(5)(j), or

em nent schol ars program nust be deposited into the trust fund
and i nvested pursuant to s. 18.125 until the State Board of

Educati on Regents allocates the funds to universities to match
private donations. Notwi thstanding s. 216.301 and pursuant to
s. 216.351, any undi sbursed bal ance remaining in the trust
fund and interest inconme accruing to the portion of the trust
fund which is not matched and distributed to universities nust
remain in the trust fund and be used to increase the tota
funds available for challenge grants. Funds deposited in the

trust fund for the sales tax exenption natching program

authorized in s. 212.08(5)(j), and interest earnings thereon

shall be maintained in a separate account within the Trust

Fund for Major Gfts, and may be used only to nmatch qualified

sal es tax exenptions that a certified business designates for

use by state universities and comunity coll eges to support

research and devel opnent projects requested by the certified
busi ness. The State Board of Educati on Regents may authorize
any university to encunber the state natching portion of a

chal | enge grant from funds avail abl e under s. 240.272.
Section 12. The legislative review required under

section 14 of chapter 93-187, Laws of Florida, shall be

conducted by the Ofice of Program Policy Anal ysis and

Governnent Accountability before Decenber 1, 2002, using

applicable criteria under section 11.513(3), Florida Statutes.
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Section 13. This act shall take effect upon beconming a
| aw.
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