Fl ori da House of Representatives - 2002 HB 1937

By the Committee on Infornmation Technology and
Representatives Hart, Mack, Meal or, Gannon, Jennings, Ausley

and Green
1 Abill to be entitled
2 An act relating to technol ogy devel opnent;
3 creating s. 240.72, F.S.; creating the "Florida
4 Technol ogy Devel opnent Act"; providing for
5 centers of excellence within the State
6 University System providing functions of the
7 centers; creating the Energi ng Technol ogy
8 Conmi ssi on; providi ng nenbershi p, powers, and
9 duties of the comm ssion; providing neeting
10 requi renments; providing for subnittal of
11 proposals for the centers fromstate
12 universities to the conm ssion; providing for
13 preparation and submni ssion of proposals from
14 the comm ssion to the State Board of Educati on
15 providing for the Florida Research Consortium
16 Inc., to devel op perfornmance criteria for the
17 conmi ssion to consider; providing for proposa
18 approval by the board; providing a tinefrane;
19 providing for expiration of the comm ssion
20 provi di ng an appropriation; providing an
21 ef fective date.
22
23 WHEREAS, the conmmercialization of technol ogies
24 | devel oped in acadenic | aboratories and research centers
25 | through the application of new innovations is critical for
26 | Florida to maintain a conpetitive econony, and
27 WHEREAS, the devel opnent of high-technol ogy industries
28| in Florida, including artificial intelligence/human-centered
29 | conputing, infornmation technol ogy and comruni cati ons,
30 | bi ot echnol ogy, bioinformatics, bionedical, electro-optics,
31
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life science, nanotechnol ogy, and conputer simulation, is
critical to the long-termecononmic vitality of this state, and

WHEREAS, hi gh-technol ogy i ndustries will further
di versify and strengthen the Florida econony and conpl enent
i ndustries al ready recogni zed as being critical to Florida's
econoni ¢ heal th, and

WHEREAS, attracting |eading scholars and researchers in
advanced and energi ng technol ogy disciplines to Florida's
universities is critical to building Florida' s know edge base,
and

WHEREAS, pronoting collaborati on anong acadeni ¢ and
i ndustrial researchers, scientists, and engineers is essenti al
to the process of commercializing know edge gai ned t hrough
appl i ed research, and

VWHEREAS, centers of excellence within, and in
col l aboration with, the State University System woul d provide
an infrastructure for recruiting and retaining world-class
faculty, increasing the nunber of graduates in advanced and
ener gi ng technol ogy prograns, increasing the anount of base
and applied research conducted in Florida, incubating new
conpani es, devel opi ng new educational and industri al
applications for such research, helping Florida's businesses
adopt energi ng technol ogi es, and developing a highly skilled,
hi gh-wage wor kf orce, NOW THEREFORE,

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
Section 1. Section 240.72, Florida Statutes, is

created to read
240.72 Florida Technol ogy Devel opnent Act. --
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(1) This section may be cited as the "Florida

Technol ogy Devel opnent Act."

(2) "Center of excellence," as used in this section

neans a center in this state that, anong its functions:

(a) Facilitates the identification of collaborative

research opportunities between universities and busi nesses.

(b) Facilitates the acquisition of funding for

col | aborative research opportunities through | everagi ng public

and private sector funding.

(c) Creates partnershi ps between industrial and

governnental entities to advance know edge and research and to

nove technol ogi es from academ ¢ | aboratories and research

centers to commerci al sectors.

(d) Stinulates and supports new venture creation

t hrough partnerships with venture capital firns and ot her

busi ness, governnental, and educational entities.

(e) Assists in the enhancenent of advanced academ c

curricula through i nproved communi cati on bet ween acadeni a and

busi nesses.
(f) Increases the nunber of graduates and faculty

researchers in advanced technol ogy prograns while ensuring

that a | arger percentage of such graduates pursue careers in

Fl ori da i ndustries.

(g) Recruits and retains em nent scholars in advanced

t echnol ogy di sci pli nes.

(h) Provides capital facilities necessary to support

research and devel opnent.

(3) To guide the establishnent of centers of

excell ence within, and in collaboration with, the State

University System there is created the Energi ng Technol ogy

Conmmi ssion within the Executive Ofice of the Governor.
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(a) The nenbers of the comi ssion shall be business

| eaders, industrial researchers, academ c researchers,

scientists, or engi neers who have been recogni zed as | eaders

in this state's energi ng and advanced technol ogy sectors.

(b) The commission shall consist of 12 nenbers who

shal|l be appointed within 2 weeks after the effective date of

this act as foll ows:

1. The Governor shall appoint the chair and four

nenbers.
2. The Speaker of the House of Representatives shal

appoi nt two nonvoting, ex officio nenbers.

3. The President of the Senate shall appoint two

nonvoting, ex officio nenbers.

4. The Secretary of Education shall serve as an ex

of fici o, nonvoting nenber

5. The state senator serving as a nenber of the

Fl ori da Research Consortium Inc., shall serve as an ex

of fici o, nonvoting nenber

6. The state representative serving as a nenber of the

Fl ori da Research Consortium Inc., shall serve as an ex

of fici o, nonvoting nenber

(c) No later than 3 weeks after the comrission is

fully constituted, the comr ssion shall rel ease to each

university in the state a witten list of the perfornance

criteria that the conmission will consider in preparing its

center of excellence proposals and a deadline for subm ssion

of the proposals. The conmission shall, at the tine of rel ease

of the criteria to each university, provide the |list of

Criteria to the State Technol ogy Ofice, which shall post the

criteria and make them publicly accessible on the Internet at

www. MyFl orida. com Each university shall have the opportunity
4
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to submit proposals to the comrission outlining its proposa

for the devel opnent of one or nore centers of excell ence.

Whet her such proposals shall be witten or verbal is within

the discretion of the chair of the comm ssion. Subnmtted

proposal s should address the performance criteria identified

by the commi ssion. The conm ssion may accept or refuse to

accept any proposal subnitted after the deadline.

(d) Based on the information subnitted by the

uni versities, the commi ssion shall develop a m ni mumof two

and no nore than five proposals for the establishnent of a

center of excellence. The proposals shall be subnitted to the

Board of Educati on.

1. Wen eval uating and devel opi ng the proposals, the

conm ssion shall consider, by no |l ater than Septenber 1, 2002,

exi sting university prograns and resources, site plans,

regi onal economic clinmates and opportunities, public-private

partnershi ps and cooperative efforts with other universities

or | aboratories, performance and accountability neasures, and

an integrated strategy that includes all |evels of the

educati onal system

2. Each proposal shall recomend how the funding for

the center of excellence initiative is to be all ocated and

spent and shall identify performance revi ew neasures to be

utilized. Each proposal must include a provision that a

significant portion of the funding be used to seek and hire

wor | d-cl ass scientists to staff and direct the centers. The

Board of Education shall approve the conmi ssion's proposals
that the board deens appropriate by Novenber 15, 2002. After
final approval, the Board of Education shall approve

expendi tures based on the proposal s adopt ed.
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3. Each proposal subnitted by the conmission to the

board shall address how a proposed center of excellence woul d:

a. Facilitate the identification of collaborative

research opportunities and facilitate the acquisition of

fundi ng for such opportunities.

b. Capitalize on partnershi ps anong educati ona

institutions, industry, and governnental entities to advance

know edge and research and to nove technol ogi es from acadenic

| aboratories and research centers to commerci al sectors.

c. Stimulate and support new venture creation

i ncludi ng through partnerships with venture capital firms and

ot her busi ness, governnental, and educational entities.

d. Facilitate the devel opnent and conmerciali zati on of

new t echnol ogi es for advanced and energi ng technol ogy- based

busi nesses.
e. Assist the enhancenent of advanced acadenic

curricula through i nproved communi cati on bet ween acadeni a and

busi nesses.
f. Increase the nunber of graduates and faculty in

core advanced technol ogy prograns while retaining a | arger

per cent age of such graduat es.

g. Maxinmze the | everage upon private sector and

public funding to support advanced and energi ng technol ogi ca

research and devel opnent projects.

h. Recruit and retain em nent scholars and prograns in

advanced and energi ng technol ogy-based di sci pl i nes.

i. Provide capital facilities necessary to support

research and devel opnent.

I n devel opi ng the proposals, the commission shall refer to

perfornance criteria for determning how to best develop a
6
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center of excell ence. The Florida Research Consortium Inc., a

not-for-profit strategic partnership between the state's

universities and the private sector and a corporation

affiliated with ITFlorida.com Inc., a not-for-profit

st at ewi de hi gh-technol ogy associ ati on and out growt h of

Florida's Infornmation Service Technol ogy Devel opnent Task

Force, shall devel op perfornmance criteria for the conmi ssion

to consider in developing its proposals. The board of the

Fl ori da Research Consortium Inc., shall deliver its set of

reconmrended performance criteria no later than 3 weeks after

the appointnent of the chair and all nenbers of the

conm ssion. The conmi ssion nmay al so consider the input of

ot her busi ness, educational, and governnental entities.

(e) After being fully constituted and prior to the

conmi ssion's subnission of the proposals to the Board of

Education, the conmi ssion shall be required to neet in person

at least three tines to facilitate conpletion of the

proposals. The first neeting shall take place no later than 4

weeks after the appointnent of the chair and all nenbers of

the commi ssion. The next neeting shall take place no |ater

than 5 weeks following the first neeting. The final neeting

shal|l take place no later than 5 weeks followi ng the second

neeting. The conmission may neet nore tines than are

prescribed in this act either in person or by tel econference.

All neetings shall be schedul ed and | ocated as desi gnated by

the chair of the comnm ssion and are open to the public, to be

held in accordance with state | aw

(f) Because the intent of this act is to invest a

| arge sum of noney for the purpose of devel oping centers of

excellence, it is inportant that the funding for the

initiative not be unnecessarily divided into multiple funding
7
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1] divisions. Each center of excellence shall be allocated no

2| less than $25 million

3 (g) After a proposal has been fully approved by the

4 | board, the conmi ssion shall remain in place for at least 1

5| year to provide guidance and perfornmance review, however, the

6 | commi ssion shall expire on Novenber 1, 2003.

7 Section 2. There is appropriated $50,000 to the

8 | Executive Ofice of the Governor for administrative and

9 | support services necessary to support the Energi ng Technol ogy

10 | Conmi ssi on.

11 Section 3. This act shall take effect upon becoming a

12 | | aw

13
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15 HOUSE SUVMMARY

16
Creates the Florida TechnoIoPy Devel opnent Act which

17 provides for establishnent of centers of excellence
wthin the State University System Provides functions of

18 the centers. PrOV|des for devel opnent of proposals for
the centers by the Energing Technolo? Conmi ssi on.

19 Provi des for |nPut fromthé universifies and the FIorlda
Research Consortium_ Provides for BroPosaI pProvm

20 the State Board of Education. See for de

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

31
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