Florida Senate - 2002 SB 1988
By Senator dary

7-1261-02

1 Abill to be entitled

2 An act relating to fire prevention; anending s.

3 633.061, F.S.; revising provisions regulating

4 t he devel opnent and administration of training

5 courses and witten exami nations for persons to

6 be licensed to service and recharge fire

7 extingui shers and preengi neered systens;

8 providing that the Florida State Fire Coll ege

9 adopt rul es governing continui ng education

10 requi renents; providing an effective date.

11

12 | Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

13

14 Section 1. Section 633.061, Florida Statutes, is

15 | anended to read:

16 633.061 License or pernit required of organizations
17 | and individuals servicing, recharging, repairing, testing,

18 | marki ng, inspecting, installing, or hydrotesting fire

19 | extingui shers and preengi neered systens. --
20 (1) It is unlawful for any organi zation or individua
21| to engage in the business of servicing, repairing, recharging,
22 | testing, marking, inspecting, installing, or hydrotesting any
23| fire extinguisher or preengineered systemin this state except
24| in conformity with the provisions of this chapter. Each
25| organi zation or individual that engages in such activity nust
26 | possess a valid and subsisting |icense issued by the State
27| Fire Marshal. Al fire extingui shers and preengi neered
28 | systens required by statute or by rule nust be serviced by an
29 | organi zation or individual |icensed under the provisions of
30| this chapter. The licensee is legally qualified to act for
31 the business organization in all matters connected with its
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busi ness, and the licensee nust supervise all activities
undertaken by such busi ness organi zation. Each |icensee shal
mai ntain a specific business location. A further requirenent,
in the case of nmultiple |ocations where such servicing or
recharging is taking place, is that each |icensee who
mai ntai ns nore than one place of business where actual work is
carried on nust possess an additional license, as set forth in
this section, for each location, except that a |licensed
i ndi vidual may not qualify for nore than five |ocations. A
licensee is |linmted to a specific type of work perforned
dependi ng upon the class of |icense held. Licenses and |icense
fees are required for the foll ow ng:

(a) A ass A ... e $250
To service, recharge, repair, install, or inspect all types of
fire extinguishers and to conduct hydrostatic tests on al
types of fire extinguishers.

(b) dass B...... ... . .. $150
To service, recharge, repair, install, or inspect all types of
fire extinguishers, including recharging carbon dioxide units
and conducting hydrostatic tests on all types of fire
extingui shers, except carbon dioxide units.

(€) Adass C ..ot e $150
To service, recharge, repair, install, or inspect all types of
fire extinguishers, except rechargi ng carbon di oxide units,
and to conduct hydrostatic tests on all types of fire
extingui shers, except carbon dioxide units.

(d) dass D...... e $200
To service, repair, recharge, hydrotest, install, or inspect
all types of preengineered fire extinguishing systens.

(e) Licenses issued as duplicates or to reflect a
change of address........... . ... $10
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1

2| Any fire equi pnment dealer |licensed pursuant to this subsection
3 | who does not want to engage in the business of servicing,

4 | inspecting, recharging, repairing, hydrotesting, or installing
5] hal on equi pnent nust file an affidavit on a form provi ded by

6| the division so stating. Licenses will be issued by the

7| division to reflect the work authorized thereunder. It is

8 | unlawful, unlicensed activity for any person or firmto

9| falsely hold hinself or herself or a business organi zati on out
10| to performany service, inspection, recharge, repair,

11 | hydrotest, or installation except as specifically described in
12 | the license.

13 (2) Each individual actually performing the work of

14 | servicing, recharging, repairing, hydrotesting, installing,

15| testing, or inspecting fire extinguishers or preengi neered

16 | systens nust possess a valid and subsisting permt issued by
17 | the State Fire Marshal. Pernittees are limted as to specific
18 | type of work perforned dependent upon the class of pernit held
19 | which shall be a class allow ng work no nore extensive than
20| the class of license held by the |icensee under whomthe
21 | permittee is working. Permts and fees therefor are required
22 | for the follow ng
23 (a) Adass L..... .. e $90
24 | Servicing, recharging, repairing, installing, or inspecting
25 all types of fire extinguishers and conducting hydrostatic
26 | tests on all types of fire extinguishers.
27 (b) A ass 2.. ... e $90
28 | Servicing, recharging, repairing, installing, or inspecting
29 | all types of fire extinguishers, including carbon dioxide
30 | units, and conducting hydrostatic tests on all types of fire
31| extinguishers, except carbon dioxide units.
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1 (€) A asSS 3B, i e $90
2| Servicing, recharging, repairing, installing, or inspecting
3] all types of fire extinguishers, except rechargi ng carbon
4| dioxide units, and conducting hydrostatic tests on all types
5] of fire extinguishers, except carbon dioxide units.
6 (d) A ass 4. ... e $120
7| Servicing, repairing, hydrotesting, recharging, installing, or
8 | inspecting all types of preengi neered fire extinguishing
9| systens.
10 (e) Pernits issued as duplicates or to reflect a
11 | change of address...... ... ... .. $10
12
13| Any fire equipnent permittee |icensed pursuant to this
14 | subsection who does not want to engage in servi cing,
15| inspecting, recharging, repairing, hydrotesting, or installing
16 | hal on equi pnent nust file an affidavit on a form provi ded by
17 | the division so stating. Permits will be issued by the
18 | division to reflect the work authorized thereunder. It is
19 | unlawful, unlicensed activity for any person or firmto
20| falsely hold hinself or herself out to performany service,
21| i nspection, recharge, repair, hydrotest, or installation
22 | except as specifically described in the pernit.
23 (3)(a) Such licenses and pernits shall be issued by
24 | the State Fire Marshal for 2 years begi nning January 1, 2000,
25| and each 2-year period thereafter and expiring Decenber 31 of
26 | the second year. All licenses or permts issued will expire on
27 | Decenber 31 of each odd-nunbered year. The failure to renew a
28 | license or pernit by Decenber 31 of the second year will cause
29 | the license or pernit to becone inoperative. The holder of an
30| inoperative license or permit shall not engage in any
31| activities for which a license or pernit is required by this
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section. A license or permit which is inoperative because of
the failure to renew it shall be restored upon paynment of the
applicable fee plus a penalty equal to the applicable fee, if
the application for renewal is filed no later than the
following March 31. |If the application for restoration is not
made before the March 31st deadline, the fee for restoration
shall be equal to the original application fee and the penalty
provided for herein, and, in addition, the State Fire Marsha
shal | require reexam nation of the applicant. The fee for a
license or permt issued for 1 year or |ess shall be prorated
at 50 percent of the applicable fee for a biennial |icense or
permt. Each licensee or permttee shall successfully conplete
a course or courses of continuing education for fire equi pnent
technicians of at least 32 hours within 4 years of initial

i ssuance of a license or permt and within each 4-year period
thereafter or no such license or pernmit shall be renewed. The
Florida State Fire Col | ege State+i+e—arshat shall adopt

rul es describing the continuing education requirenents.

(b) The forns of such licenses and pernits and
applications therefor shall be prescribed by the State Fire
Marshal ; in addition to such other infornation and data as
that officer deternmines is appropriate and required for such
forns, there shall be included in such forns the foll ow ng
matters. Each such application shall be in such formas to
provide that the data and other infornmation set forth therein
shall be sworn to by the applicant or, if a corporation, by an
officer thereof. An application for a pernit shall include
the nane of the licensee enploying such pernittee, and the
permt issued in pursuance of such application shall al so set
forth the nane of such licensee. A pernit is valid solely for

5

CODING:Words st+ieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




© 00 N o O W DN PP

W WNNNNMNNMNNNMNNNNRRRERRPRPEPR R R R
P O © 0 N O U0~ WNIERPLO O ®~NOOUuDWNPRER O

ga Senate - 2002 SB 1988

use by the holder thereof in his or her enploynent by the
licensee naned in the permt.

(c) A license of any class shall not be issued or
renewed by the State Fire Marshal and a license of any cl ass
shal |l not remmin operative unless:

1. The applicant has subnitted to the State Fire
Mar shal evidence of registration as a Florida corporation or
evi dence of conpliance with s. 865. 09.

2. The State Fire Marshal or his or her designee has
by inspection deternined that the applicant possesses the
equi pnent required for the class of |icense sought. The State
Fire Marshal shall give an applicant a reasonable opportunity
to correct any deficiencies discovered by inspection. A fee of
$50, payable to the State Fire Marshal, shall be required for
any subsequent reinspection.

3. The applicant has subnitted to the State Fire
Mar shal proof of insurance providing coverage for
conpr ehensive general liability for bodily injury and property
danmage, products liability, conpleted operations, and
contractual liability. The State Fire Marshal shall adopt
rul es providing for the ambunts of such coverage, but such
anobunts shall not be | ess than $300,000 for Cass A or Class D
| i censes, $200,000 for Class B licenses, and $100, 000 for
Class Clicenses; and the total coverage for any class of
license held in conjunction with a Class D license shall not
be | ess than $300,000. The State Fire Marshal may, at any
time after the issuance of a license or its renewal, require
upon dermand, and in no event nore than 30 days after notice of
such demand, the licensee to provide proof of insurance, on a
formprovided by the State Fire Marshal, containing
confirmation of insurance coverage as required by this

6
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chapter. Failure, for any length of time, to provide proof of
i nsurance coverage as required shall result in the i nmediate
suspension of the license until proof of proper insurance is
provided to the State Fire Marshal. An insurer which provides
such coverage shall notify the State Fire Marshal of any
change in coverage or of any term nation, cancellation, or
nonrenewal of any coverage.

4. The applicant applies to the Florida State Fire

Col | ege for and successfully conpletes a prescribed training

course offered by the Florida State Fire Coll ege or an

equi val ent course approved by the Florida State Fire Col |l ege
Mar-shat-. This subparagraph does not apply to any hol der of or
applicant for a pernmit under paragraph (f) or to a business
organi zation or a governnental entity seeking initial
licensure or renewal of an existing license solely for the
pur pose of inspecting, servicing, repairing, marking,
recharging, and maintaining fire extingui shers used and

| ocated on the prem ses of and owned by such organi zati on or
entity.

5. The applicant has a current retestor identification
nunber that is appropriate for the license for which the
applicant is applying and that is listed with the United
States Departnment of Transportation.

6. The applicant has passed, with a grade of at | east
70 percent, a witten exam nation testing his or her know edge
of the rules and statutes regulating the activities authorized
by the license and denonstrating his or her know edge and
ability to performthose tasks in a conpetent, |awful, and
safe manner. Such exam nation shall be devel oped and
admi ni stered by the State Fire Marshal, or his or her
desi gnee, in accordance with nationally accepted testing
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standards. An applicant shall pay a nonrefundabl e exani nation
fee of $50 for each exam nation or reexam nation schedul ed. No
reexam nation shall be schedul ed sooner than 30 days after any
admi ni stration of an exanination to an applicant. No
applicant shall be pernitted to take an examni nation for any

| evel of license nore than a total of four tines during 1
year, regardl ess of the nunber of applications subnitted. As a
prerequisite to taking the exam nation, the applicant:

a. Must be at |east 18 years of age.

b. Mist have 4 years of proven experience as a fire
equi pnent permittee at a |level equal to or greater than the
| evel of license applied for or have a conbination of
educati on and experience determi ned to be equivalent thereto
by the State Fire Marshal. Having held a permt at the
appropriate level for the required period constitutes the
requi red experience.

c. Muist not have been convicted of, or pled nolo
contendere to, any felony. If an applicant has been convicted
of any such felony, the applicant nust conply with s.
112.011(1) (b).

Thi s subparagraph does not apply to any hol der of or applicant
for a permit under paragraph (f) or to a business organization
or a governnental entity seeking initial |icensure or renewal
of an existing license solely for the purpose of inspecting,
servicing, repairing, marking, recharging, hydrotesting, and
mai ntai ning fire extinguishers used and | ocated on the

prem ses of and owned by such organi zation or entity.

(d) An applicant who fails the exanination nmay take it
three nore tines during the l-year period after he or she
originally filed an application for the exanination. |If the

8

CODING:Words st+ieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




© 00 N o O b~ DN PP

W WNNNNMNNMNNNMNNNNRRRRRPRPEPR R R R
P O © 0 N O 00~ WNIERPLO O N D WNPRER O

ga Senate - 2002 SB 1988

applicant fails the exam nation within 1 year after the
application date and seeks to retake the exam nation, he or
she nmust file a new application, pay the application and

exam nation fees, and successfully conplete a prescribed
training course approved by the Florida State Fire Coll ege or
an equi val ent course approved by the Florida State Fire
Col | ege Marshal. An applicant may not subnit a new application
within 6 nonths after the date of his or her |ast

reexam nati on.

(e) A fire equipnent dealer |icensed under this
section may apply to upgrade the license currently held, if
the |icensed deal er:

1. Subnmits an application for the license on a formin
conformance with paragraph (b). The application nust be
acconpani ed by a fee as prescribed in subsection (1) for the
type of license requested.

2. Provides evidence of 2 years' experience as a
i censed deal er and neets such rel evant educati ona
requi rements as are established by rule by the State Fire
Mar shal for purposes of upgrading a |license.

3. Meets the requirenents of paragraph (c).

(f) No pernmit of any class shall be issued or renewed
to a person by the State Fire Marshal, and no pernit of any
class shall remmin operative, unless the person has:

1. Subnitted a nonrefundabl e exam nation fee in the
anmount of $50;

2. Successfully conpleted a training course offered by
the Florida State Fire Coll ege or an equival ent course
approved by the Florida State Fire Col |l ege Marshat; and

3. Passed, with a grade of at |east 70 percent, a
witten exam nation testing his or her know edge of the rules

9
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and statutes regulating the activities authorized by the
permt and denonstrating his or her knowl edge and ability to
performthose tasks in a conpetent, |lawful, and safe manner
Such exami nation shall be devel oped and adnmi ni stered by the

Florida State Fire College in accordance with the nationa
testing standards Marshat. An exanination fee shall be paid

for each exam nation schedul ed. No reexani nation shall be
schedul ed sooner than 30 days after any administration of an
exam nation to an applicant. No applicant shall be pernitted
to take an exanination for any level of pernit nore than four
times during 1 year, regardl ess of the nunber of applications
submtted. As a prerequisite to taking the permt exanination
the applicant nust be at |east 16 years of age.

(g) An applicant who fails the exanination nmay take it
three nore tines during the l-year period after he or she
originally filed an application for the exanination. If the
applicant fails the exam nation within 1 year after the
application date and he or she seeks to retake the
exam nation, he or she nust file a new application, pay the
appl i cation and exam nation fees, and successfully conplete a
prescribed training course offered by the Florida State Fire
Col | ege or an equi val ent course approved by the Florida State
Fire Col | ege Marshat. The applicant nmay not subnmit a new
application within 6 nonths after the date of his or her |ast
reexam nati on.

(4) (ay—t+t—is—untawfu—For—afire—eguiprent—dealer—to
engage—in—tra-ni-ng—an—indi-vi-duval—to—perform-the—work—of
pottabte—extingushers—or—preengineered—systems—execept—in
conformty—wi-th—thi-s—section—FEach—indivi-dual—engaging—in

| oo Do | . it bt .
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. . I . el . I L
(a)tb)y No one that is being trained t+ainee shal

performwork requiring a permt unless an individua

possessing a valid and current fire equi pnent permt for the
type of work perforned is physically present. The trainee's
registration shall be valid for a 90-day period fromthe date
of issuance and is nontransferabl e and nonrenewabl e. The
initial training period my be extended for an additional 90
days of training if the applicant has filed an application for
permit and enrolled in the 40-hour course at the Florida State
Fire College within 60 days after the date of registration as
a trainee and either the training course at the Florida State
Fire Coll ege was unavailable to the applicant within the
initial training period, at no fault of the applicant, or the
applicant attends and fails the 40-hour training course or the
conpet ency exanination. At no tine will an individual be
registered as a trainee for nore than two 90-day periods as
provided in this paragraph. The trainee nust:

1. Be 18 years of age.

2. Possess on his or her person at all tines a valid
Florida driver's license or a valid state identification card,
i ssued by the Departnent of Hi ghway Safety and Mtor Vehicl es.
A trai nee nust produce identification to the State Fire
Marshal or his or her designated representative upon denand.

3—Pay—afeefor—regrstration—-of—$10-per—traineefor—a
90-—day—periott

(b)fe) No nmore than two trainees shall be under the
supervi sion of a single trainer, who shall be directly
responsible for all work perforned by any trainee while under
11

CODING:Words st+ieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




© 00 N o O W DN P

W WNNNNMNNMNNNMNNNNRRRRRPRPEPR R R R
P O © 0 N O U0~ WNIERPLO O N D WNPRER O

ga Senate - 2002 SB 1988

his or her supervision. No trainee shall performany work not
within the scope of the license or pernit held by the fire
equi pnent deal er or pernmittee directly supervising his or her
wor K.

(5)t6) Every permttee nmust have a valid and
subsi sting pernit upon his or her person at all tinmes while
engaging in the servicing, recharging, repairing, testing,

i nspecting, or installing of fire extinguishers and

preengi neered systens, and every |icensee or pernittee nust be
abl e to produce such license or permt upon demand. In
addition, every pernmittee shall at all tinmes carry an
identification card containing his or her photograph and ot her
identifying information as prescribed by the State Fire
Marshal or the State Fire Marshal's designee, which shall be
produced on demand. The State Fire Marshal shall supply this
card at a fee which shall be related to the cost of producing
t he card.

(6) 7 The fees collected for any such |icenses and
permits and the filing fees for license and permt exanination
are hereby appropriated for the use of the State Fire Marsha
in the adm nistration of this chapter and shall be deposited
in the I nsurance Conm ssioner's Regulatory Trust Fund.

(7) 8y The provisions of this chapter do not apply to
i nspections by fire chiefs, fire inspectors, fire marshals, or
i nsurance conpany i nspectors.

12
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1 (8) 9y Al fire extinguishers and preengi neered
2| systens that are required by statute or by rule nust be
3| serviced, recharged, repaired, hydrotested, tested, inspected,
4] and installed in conpliance with this chapter and with the
5] rules adopted by the State Fire Marshal. The State Fire
6 | Marshal may adopt by rule the standards of the National Fire
7 | Protection Association and of other reputable nationa
8 | organi zati ons.
9 (9)t26)y If the licensee | eaves the business
10 | organi zation or dies, the business organization shal
11| imediately notify the State Fire Marshal of the licensee's
12 | departure, shall return the license to the State Fire Marshal
13 | and shall have a grace period of 60 days in which to license
14 | anot her person under the provisions of this chapter, failing
15 | which the business shall no longer performthose activities
16 | for which a license under this section is required.
17 Section 2. This act shall take effect July 1, 2002.
18
19 KA KKK KA KK F KRR AR K A AR KR A KKK KA KA A K KR A KKK
20 SENATE SUMVARY
21 Provides for the Florida State Fire Coll ege to devel op
and adm ni ster training courses and exam pations_ for
22 persons to be licensed to service and recharge fire
93 extingui shers and preengi neered systens.
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
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