Florida Senate - 2002 CS for SB 2042

By the Committee on Governmental Oversight and Productivity;
and Senators Clary and Cri st

302-2240-02
1 Abill to be entitled
2 An act relating to the Board of Architecture
3 and Interior Design; anending s. 481.205, F.S.
4 del egating to the board the duties and
5 authority of the Departnent of Business and
6 Prof essi onal Regulation to investigate and
7 prosecute the practice and unlicensed practice
8 of architecture and interior design; requiring
9 the board to contract with a corporation or
10 ot her business entity to provide |egal
11 i nvestigative, prosecutorial, and other
12 services; authorizing the board to use funds
13 fromthe unlicensed activity account to perform
14 certain duties; requiring that the board subnmit
15 an annual budget to the Legislature; providing
16 an effective date.
17
18 | Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
19
20 Section 1. Section 481.205, Florida Statutes, is
21 | anended to read
22 481. 205 Board of Architecture and Interior Design.--
23 (1) The Board of Architecture and Interior Design is
24 | created within +a the Departnent of Business and Professiona
25| Regul ation. The board shall consist of 11 nenbers. Five
26 | nenbers nust be registered architects who have been engaged in
27 | the practice of architecture for at least 5 years; three
28 | menbers nust be registered interior designers who have been
29 | offering interior design services for at |east 5 years and who
30| are not also registered architects; and three nenbers nust be
31 laypersons who are not, and have never been, architects,
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1| interior designers, or nenbers of any closely related

2 | profession or occupation. At |east one nenber of the board

3 | nust be 60 years of age or ol der

4 (2) Menbers shall be appointed for 4-year staggered

5] termns.

6 (3)(a) Notwi thstanding the provisions of ss. 455, 225,

7 | 455. 228, and 455.32, the duties and authority of the

8 | departnent to receive conplaints, investigate, and discipline
9| persons licensed under this part, including the ability to

10 | determine | egal sufficiency and probabl e cause; initiate

11 | proceedings and issue final orders for summary suspensi on or
12 | restriction of a license pursuant to s. 120.60(6); issue

13 | notices of nonconpliance, notices to cease and desi st,

14 | subpoenas, and citations; retain | egal counsel, investigators,
15| or prosecutorial staff in connection with the |licensed

16 | practice of architecture and interior design; and investigate
17 | and deter the unlicensed practice of architecture and interior
18 | design as provided in s. 455, 228 are del egated to the board.
19| All conplaints and any infornmati on obtai ned pursuant to an

20 | i nvestigation authorized by the board shall be confidential

21| and exenpt froms. 119.07(1) as provided in s. 455.225(10).

22 (b) Notwithstandi ng the provisions of s. 455.32(14),

23| the board, in lieu of the departnent, shall contract with a
24 | corporation or other business entity pursuant to s. 287.057(3)
25| to provide investigative, |legal, prosecutorial, and other

26 | services necessary to performits duties. The corporation or
27 | business entity shall conply with all the recordkeepi ng and
28 | reporting requirenents of s. 455.32 applicable to the scope of
29 | the contract and shall report directly to the board in lieu of
30| the departnent. Records of the corporation or other business
31
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entity contracting with the board shall be considered public

records as specified in s. 455.32(15).

(c) Notwithstanding the provisions of s. 455,228, the
board nmay use funds in the unlicensed activity account

establ i shed under s. 455.2281 to performits duties under this

subsecti on.

(d) The board shall submit an annual budget to the

Legi sl ature for the purpose of funding its activities under

this subsection, which nmust be separate fromthe budget

submtted by the departnent to the Legislature.
Section 2. This act shall take effect July 1, 2002.

STATEMENT OF SUBSTANTI AL CHANGES CONTAI NED | N
COW TTEE SUBSTI TUTE FOR
Senate Bill 2042

Clarifies what authority is delegated by the Legislature to
t he board.

Clarifies what services the board can contract for with a
private corporation or other business entity.

Est abl i shes a duty on the board and the entity with which it

contracts to nmeet " requirenents of s. 455.32, F.S., which
provides for accountability.
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