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By Representative Bal

1 A bill to be entitled

2 An act relating to open house parties; anending

3 s. 856.015, F.S.; revising definitions;

4 prohi biting persons age 18 or older from

5 al | owi ng open house parties at any residence if

6 al cohol i c beverages or drugs are possessed or

7 consuned by a mnor; providing a penalty;

8 providing an effective date.

9

10| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
11

12 Section 1. Section 856.015, Florida Statutes, is
13 | anended to read:

14 856. 015 Open house parties.--

15 (1) Definitions.--As used in this section

16 (a) tb)y "Al coholic beverage" neans distilled spirits
17 | and any beverage containing 0.5 percent or nore al cohol by
18 | volune. The percentage of al cohol by volune shall be

19 | determined in accordance with the provisions of s.
20 | 561.01(4) (b).
21 (b)te)y "Control"™ means the authority or ability to
22 | regul ate, direct, or dom nate.
23 (c) td)y "Drug" means a control | ed substance, as that
24 | termis defined in ss. 893.02(4) and 893. 03.
25 (d)fey "M nor" means an indivi dual a—persen not
26 | legally permitted by reason of age to possess al coholic
27 | beverages pursuant to chapter 562.
28 (e) tH)> "Open house party" neans a social gathering at
29 | a residence.
30
31
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(f) tay "Person Adutt" neans an individual 18 years of
age or ol der a—persen—noet—tegatyprohibitedbyreason—of—age
F . L eoholiet I .

(g) "Residence" neans a honme, apartnent, condom ni um

or other dwelling unit.

(2) No person atutt+ having control of any residence
shall all ow an open house party to take place at said
residence if any al coholic beverage or drug is possessed or
consuned at said residence by any m nor where the person adgut-t
knows that an al coholic beverage or drug is in the possession
of or being consuned by a mnor at said residence and where
the person adutt fails to take reasonabl e steps to prevent the
possessi on or consunption of the al coholic beverage or drug.

(3) The provisions of this section shall not apply to
the use of alcoholic beverages at legally protected religious
observances or activities.

(4) Any person who violates any of the provisions of
subsection (2) comits +s—guitty—oef a m sdeneanor of the
second degree, punishable as provided in s. 775.082 or s.

775. 083.
Section 2. This act shall take effect July 1, 2002.
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HOUSE SUMVARY

Prohi bits persons age 18 or older from all owi ng open
house parties at any residence if al coholic beverages or
drugs. are possessed or consuned by a mnor. RevisesS
definitions. Provides a penalty.
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