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Florida Senate - 2002 SB 2276

By Senator Lawson

3-1371-02
Abill to be entitled

An act relating to agriculture; directing the
Departnent of Agriculture and Consuner Services
to screen units of |ocal governnment for the
certification and funding of
agriculture-pronmotion facilities; defining the
term"agriculture-pronotion facilities";
providing criteria for certification and
fundi ng; providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Agriculture pronotion facility.--(1) The

Departnent of Agriculture and Consuner Services shall serve as

the state agency for screening applicants for state funding

pursuant to this section and for certifying a unit of | ocal

governnent as entitled to funding for a qualified

agriculture-pronotion facility.

(2) The Departnent of Agriculture and Consuner

Services shall develop rules for the recei pt and processi ng of

applications for the funding of projects pursuant to this

secti on.
(3) As used in this section, the term

"agriculture-pronotion facility" nmeans a convention center

exposition hall, or other capital project that can be used for

conventions, agriculture and livestock events, and other

exhi bi ti ons.

(4) Before qualifying for certification as an

agriculture-pronmotion facility under this section, the

departnent nust deternine that:
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(a) A unit of local governnent as defined in section
218.369, Florida Statutes, is responsible for the
construction, nanagenent, or operation of the agriculture

promotion facility or holds title to the property on which the

agriculture-pronmotion facility is to be | ocated.

(b) The applicant has projections, verified by the

departnent, which denonstrate that the agricul ture-pronotion

facility will serve nore than 25,000 guests annually.

(c) The applicant has prepared an i ndependent anal ysis

or study, verified by the departnent, which denonstrates that

t he anobunt of the revenues generated by the taxes inposed

under chapter 212, Florida Statutes, with respect to the use

and operation of the agriculture-pronotion facility will equa

or exceed $500, 000 annual |y.

(d) The nmunicipality in which the facility is |ocated,

or the county if the facility is |located in an unincor porated

area, has certified by resolution after a public hearing that

the facility will serve a public purpose.

(e) The applicant has denpnstrated that it has

provided, is capable of providing, or has financial or other

commtnents to provide nore than 40 percent of the costs

incurred or related to the design, construction, or renovation

of the facility.

(f) The agriculture-pronmotion facility will be | ocated

in a county that is levying a tourist devel opnent tax pursuant
to section 125.0104, Florida Statutes.
(5) The departnent shall conpetitively eval uate

applications for funding of an agriculture-pronotion facility.
Applications nust be subnitted by October 1, 2002, with
agriculture-pronmotion-facility certification to be nade by

January 1, 2003. |If the nunber of applicants exceeds five and
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t he aggregate funding requests of all applications exceeds $1

mllion, the office shall rank the applicants according to a

selection criteria, certifying the five highest-ranked

proposals. The evaluation criteria shall include, with

priority given in descending order, the followi ng itens:

(a) The intended use of the funds by the applicant,

with priority given to the construction of a new facility.

(b) The anpbunt of the local natch, with priority given

to the | argest percentage of |ocal match proposed.

(c) The net increase of total convention or exhibition

space available within the jurisdiction of the applying unit

of local government follow ng construction of the facility,

with priority given to the | argest percentage increase of

total convention or exhibition space.

(d) The location of the facility in a brownfield site

as defined in section 376.79(3), Florida Statutes, a rura

enterprise zone as defined in section 290.004(8), Florida

Statutes, an agriculturally depressed area as defined in

section 570.242(1), Florida Statutes, or a redevel opnent area
establ i shed pursuant to section 373.461(5)(g), Florida
St at ut es.

(e) The highest projection of paid attendance

attracted by the agriculture-pronotion facility and the

proposed effect on the econony of the |local community.

(6) Funds may not be expended to subsidize privately

owned and mai ntained facilities.

(7) A unit of local governnent certified as entitled

to funding for an agriculture-pronotion facility nmay use funds

provi ded under this section only for the public purpose of

payi ng for the design, construction, or renovation of an

agriculture-promotion facility or to pay or pledge for the
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1| paynent of debt service on, or to fund debt-service reserve
2| funds, arbitrate rebate obligations, or nake ot her anpunts
3 | payable with respect to, bonds issued for the design
4 | construction, or renovation of such facility or for the
5| rei nbursenent of such costs or the refinancing of bonds issued
6 | for such purposes.
7 (8) The departnent shall certify no nore than five
8| agriculture-pronotion facilities. The departnent nmay nake no
9| nore than one certification for any facility. The depart nent
10| may not certify funding for less than the requested anount to
11| any applicant certified as an agriculture-pronotion facility.
12 Section 2. This act shall take effect upon becoming a
13 | I aw
14
15 KA KKK KA KK F KRR AR K A AR KR A KKK A KKK A A KK KA KKK
16 SENATE SUMVARY
17 ELFSFEgstPg Egpggfpgﬂtaof Agriculture and Consuner .
18 fundi ng of agricuIture-ppgﬁgg?g%f?gc}PFthgtL;Iﬁﬁ}{gno?nd
| ocal governient.
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31

4
CODING:Words st+ieken are del etions; words underlined are additions.




