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HOUSE AMENDMENT
Bill No. HB 245

Arendnment No. 1x (for drafter's use only)

CHAMBER ACTI ON
Senat e House

ORI G NAL STAMP BELOW

The Committee on Child & Family Security offered the
fol | owi ng:

Amendment (with title amendment)

Renove fromthe bill: Everything after the enacting cl ause

and insert in lieu thereof:

Section 1. This act may be cited as the "Road to
| ndependence Act of 2002."

Section 2. Paragraph (e) is added to subsection (1) of
section 409. 145, Florida Statutes, to read:

409. 145 Care of children.--

(1) The departnent shall conduct, supervise, and

admi ni ster a program for dependent children and their
fam lies. The services of the departnent are to be directed
toward the foll owi ng goal s:

(e) The transition to self-sufficiency for ol der

children who continue to be in foster care as adol escents.
Section 3. Section 409. 1451, Florida Statutes, is
created to read

409. 1451 | ndependent living transition services.--
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(1) SYSTEM OF SERVI CES. - - The Departnent of Children
and Fanmily Services or its agents shall administer a system of

i ndependent living transition services to enabl e ol der

children in foster care to nake the transition to

self-sufficiency as adults. Independent living transition

services are not an alternative to adoption for these

children. Independent living transition services can occur

concurrently with continued efforts to | ocate and achi eve

pl acement in adoptive famlies for older children in foster

care.

(2) ELIGBILITY.--The departnent shall serve eligible
children 13 years of age and ol der who are in foster care and

fornmer foster care recipients 18 to 21 years of age who have

been terninated fromfoster care due to age. Eligible children

may be served until they reach 23 years of age if they are

full-tine students in a postsecondary educational institution
pursuant to s. 409.145(3).

(3) GOALS.--The goals of the independent |iving
transition services are to assist older children in foster

care to obtain life skills and education for independent

living and enploynent, to have a quality of life appropriate

to their age, and to assune personal responsibility for

beconi ng self-sufficient adults.
(4) SERVICES.--State foster care or federal funds
shal|l be used to establish a conti nuum of services for

eligible children in foster care that includes, but is not

limted to:
(a) Assessnent and preparatory pre-independent-living

services.--Children 13 through 15 years of age who are |ikely

torenain in foster care until 18 years of age shall receive a

pre-i ndependent-living assessnent and shall participate in
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educational activities concerning the use of positive val ues,

good judgnent, and nedi ation

(b) Independent living services.--Children 16 years of

age and older who are likely to remain in foster care until 18

years of age, and youth 18 through 20 years of age who were in

foster care at 18 years of age, shall receive independent

living services that include an i ndependent |iving assessment

conpleted with a |local independent |iving coordinator, and

access to training and support that includes independent

living skills training, educational support, enploynent

training, and counseling, to conplenent their own efforts to

achi eve sel f-sufficiency.

(c) Educational support.--Eligible youth 18 years of

age and ol der who were in foster care at 18 years of age and

who continue with their education nay, pursuant to s.

409. 145(3), receive services up to 21 years of age, or up to

23 years of age if enrolled full-tinme in a postsecondary

educational institution. Services may include case nmanagenent

services, a board paynent on their behalf, a clothing

al |l onance, and Medicaid up to 21 years of age, pursuant to s.
409. 903(4).

(d) Aftercare services.--Pursuant to s. 409.145(3)(b),
t he departnent may, based upon the availability of funds,

provi de assistance to those individuals who | eave foster care

when they attain 18 years of age and subsequently request

assi stance prior to their 21st birthday. This assi stance may

include, but is not limted to, referrals for enpl oynent,

services for educational or vocational devel opnent, and

housi ng assi st ance.

(e) Subsidized independent living services.--Eligible

ol der children 16 to 23 years of age nmmy, pursuant to s.
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409. 165(4), receive a stipend to live in a setting wthout

daily direct adult supervision, when appropriate to support

their transition to self-sufficiency. The child nust have been

in the custody of the departnment a mnimum of 6 nonths; nust

be enpl oyed at | east part-tine; nust be enrolled in a

full-tine educational program and nust have approval fromthe

di strict independent living coordinator
(5) PARTICIPATION IN LIFE SKILLS ACTIVITIES. --To
assi st older children in foster care with the transition to

i ndependent living as adults, the programshall enable themto

have opportunities to participate in and learn fromlife

skills activities, in their foster famlies and comuniti es,

that are reasonable and appropriate to their age. Such

activities may include, but are not limted to, nmanagi ng noney

earned froma job, taking driver's education, and

participating in after school or extracurricular activities.

To support these opportunities for participation in

age-appropriate life skills activities, the departnent shall

(a) Develop with children in the programand their

foster parents a |list of age-appropriate rights and

responsibilities to be presented to all children involved in

i ndependent living transition services and their foster

par ents.
(b) Provide training for staff and foster parents that

addresses issues of older children in foster care and the

transition to adul thood, including supporting education and

enpl oynent and providing opportunities to participate in

appropriate daily activities.

(c) Provide opportunities for older children in foster

care to interact with nentors and dedi cated adul ts.

(d) Provide staff of the departnment or its agent, or
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the foster famly, with the legal authority for children

served under this programto enroll the child in school, to

sign for a practice driver's license for the child pursuant to

s. 322.09(4), to cosign |loans and insurance for the child, to

sign for the child' s nedical treatnent, and to authorize other

such activities as appropri ate.

(e) Provide for transfer of the spendi ng noney

al | onance provided by the departnent each nonth directly to

the older child in the program through an el ectronic benefit

transfer program The purpose of the transfer is to all ow

these children to access and nmanage the all owance they receive

so they can learn responsibility and participate in

age-appropriate life skills activities.

(6) ACCOUNTABI LITY.--The departnment and program shal
devel op out come and ot her performance neasures.

(7) 1 NDEPENDENT LI VI NG SERVI CES | NTEGRATI ON
WORKGROUP. - - The Secretary of Children and Fanily Services
shal | establish the independent |iving services integration

wor kgroup, which, at a minimum shall include representatives

fromthe foll owi ng agenci es, departnents, and

persons: Departnent of Children and Fam |y Services, Agency

for Workforce | nnovation, Departnent of Education, Agency for
Health Care Administration, State Youth Advisory Board, and
foster parents. The workgroup shall assess barriers to the

effective and efficient integration of services and support

across systens for the transition of older children in foster

care to i ndependent |iving. The workgroup shall recommend

nmet hods to overcone these barriers and shall ensure that state

pl ans for independent living transition services include these

reconmendations, and shall report to appropriate |legislative

comm ttees of the House of Representatives and the Senate by
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Decenber 1, 2002. Specific issues to be addressed by the
wor kgroup shall incl ude:

(a) The possibility of enacting the Mdicaid provision
of the federal Foster Care | ndependence Act of 1999, Pub. L.
No. 106-169, that all ows adol escents in foster care to receive

nedi cal coverage up to 21 years of age

(b) The possibility of extending the age of Medicaid

coverage from21 to 23 years of age for youth who renmmi n under

t he supervision of the departnment, to enable such youth to

conpl ete a postsecondary educati onal degree.

(c) Ensuring that the Agency for Wrkforce | nnovation

provides priority enploynent training and support for eligible

foster care participants in independent transition |living

servi ces.
(d) Ensuring that transfers between schools are

facilitated when changes in foster care placenents occur

Section 4. Paragraph (f) of subsection (3) of section
409. 165, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

409. 165 Alternate care for children.--

(3) Wth the witten consent of parents, custodians,
or guardi ans, or in accordance with those provisions in
chapter 39 that relate to dependent children, the departnent,
under rules properly adopted, may place a child:

(f) In a subsidized an i ndependent living situation

subj ect to the provisions of subsection (4),

under such conditions as are deternined to be for the best
interests or the welfare of the child. Any child placed in an
institution or in a famly hone by the departnent or its
agency may be renoved by the departnent or its agency, and
such other disposition may be nade as is for the best interest
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of the child, including transfer of the child to another
institution, another hone, or the hone of the child.

Expendi ture of funds appropriated for out-of-hone care can be
used to neet the needs of a child in the child s own hone or
the honme of a relative if the child can be safely served in
the child' s own honme or that of a relative if placenent can be
avoi ded by the expenditure of such funds, and if the

expendi ture of such funds in this manner is calcul ated by the
departnment to be a potential cost savings.

Section 5. Subsections (2) and (8) of section 39.013,
Fl ori da Statutes, are anended to read

39.013 Procedures and jurisdiction; right to
counsel . - -

(2) The circuit court shall have exclusive origina
jurisdiction of all proceedings under this chapter, of a child
voluntarily placed with a licensed child-caring agency, a
licensed chil d-placi ng agency, or the departnent, and of the
adoption of children whose parental rights have been
term nated pursuant to this chapter. Jurisdiction attaches
when the initial shelter petition, dependency petition, or
ternmnation of parental rights petitionis filed or when a
child is taken into the custody of the departnent. The circuit
court may assune jurisdiction over any such proceedi ng
regardl ess of whether the child was in the physical custody of
both parents, was in the sole |legal or physical custody of
only one parent, caregiver, or sonme other person, or was in
t he physical or |egal custody of no person when the event or
condition occurred that brought the child to the attention of
the court. \Wen the court obtains jurisdiction of any child
who has been found to be dependent, the court shall retain
jurisdiction, unless relinquished by its order, until the
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child reaches 18 years of age and shall retain jurisdiction of

such individual until he or she reaches 21 years of age, or 23

years of age if the individual is continuously enrolled ful

time in a postsecondary educational institution granting a

degree, a certificate, or an applied technol ogy dipl onn.

(8) For any child who remains in the custody of the
departnent, the court shall, within the nonth which
constitutes the beginning of the 6-nonth period before the
child's 18th birthday, hold a hearing to review the progress
of the child while in the custody of the departnent.
Thereafter, for each individual 18 years of age and ol der over

whom the court has retained jurisdiction, an annual review

shal |l be conducted while the individual remains in the custody

or under the supervision of the departnment. At the annual

review, the court has the authority to deci de whether the

i ndividual shall remain in the custody or under the

supervi si on of the departnent.
Section 6. This act shall take effect October 1, 2002.

=—=============== T | T L E A MENDMENT ===============
And the title is anended as fol | ows:
renove fromthe title of the bill: the entire title

and insert in lieu thereof:
A bill to be entitled
An act relating to foster care; creating the
"Road to | ndependence Act of 2002"; anending s.
409. 145, F. S.; providing transition to
sel f-sufficiency as a goal for older children
who are likely to remain in foster care as
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adol escents; creating s. 409.1451, F.S.
directing the Departnent of Children and Fanily
Services or its agents to admi nister a system
of independent living transition services;
providing eligibility; providing goals;
providing for the use of state foster care or
federal funds to establish a continuum of
services; providing for opportunities for
participation in everyday life skills
activities; providing for departnent and
program accountability; establishing an

i ndependent |iving services integration

wor kgr oup; providi ng wor kgroup nenbershi p and
duties; anending s. 409.165, F.S.; conform ng
provisions relating to alternate care for
children; anending s. 39.013, F.S.; requiring
the court to retain jurisdiction over a
dependent child until he or she reaches 21
years of age, or 23 years of age if the

i ndividual is continuously enrolled full tine
in a postsecondary educational institution
requiring the court to conduct an annual review
for individuals 18 years of age and ol der when
the court has retained jurisdiction; providing
an effective date.

01
pm 00245-cfs -984261




