Florida Senate - 2002 (NP) SR 2456
By Senator King

8-1896- 02

1 Senat e Resol uti on No.

2 A resol ution honoring Rex David "Dave" Thonas

3 and expressing the deepest condol ences of the

4 Florida Senate to his fanmly upon his death

5

6 WHEREAS, the Senate has learned with great sadness of
7| the death of Dave Thomas fromliver cancer at the age of 69 on
8 | January 8, 2002, and

9 WHEREAS, Dave Thonas, who was born in Atlantic Cty,
10 | New Jersey, on July 2, 1932, and adopted shortly thereafter by
11 | Rex and Aul eva Thomas of Kal anmazoo, M chigan, was a |ifelong
12 | advocate and activist for the cause of adoption, and

13 VHEREAS, Dave Thomas, in 1979, was awarded the Horatio
14 | Alger Award for dedication, individual initiative, and

15| conmitnent to excellence, as exenplified by renarkabl e

16 | achi evenents acconplished through honesty, hard work,

17 | self-reliance, and perseverance, and

18 VWHEREAS, from 1990 until 2000, Dave Thonms was nati ona
19 | spokesnman for nunerous Wite House adoption and foster-care
20| initiatives, and
21 VWHEREAS, Dave Thomas recei ved nunerous awards,
22 | including the Angel in Adoption Award by the Congressiona
23| Coalition on Adoption, for generating awareness of the
24 | thousands of children waiting for pernmanent hones and | oving
25| famlies, and
26 VHEREAS, Dave Thomas, in 1992, established the Dave
27 | Thomas Foundation for Adoption and donated his speaking fees
28 | and profits fromsales of his books, "Dave's Way, Wll| Done!"
29 | and "Franchi sing for Dunm es", to adoption causes, and
30 VWHEREAS, Dave Thomas establi shed the Dave Thonas
31 Foundation for Adoption to work with national adoption
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organi zations, individuals, and public and private agencies to
rai se awareness of children awaiting adoption and to provide
di rect support for prograns seeking to find pernanent hones
for children in foster care, and

VHEREAS, Dave Thomas established the Dave Thomas Center
for Adoption Law to facilitate the adoption process through
educati on, advocacy, and research, and

VHEREAS, Dave Thomas was a constructive force in
shapi ng corporate health policy to cover adoption expenses,
and, through his efforts, 75 percent of Fortune 1000 conpani es
now of fer adoption benefits to their enpl oyees, and

VHEREAS, Dave Thomas recei ved the 2001 Soci al Awar eness
Anard fromthe United States Postal Service for being
instrunental in the use of the Adoption Awareness postage
stanp as a vehicle for highlighting the cause of adoption, and

WHEREAS, Dave Thonas founded Wendy's d d- Fashi oned
Hanmburgers in Col unbus, Chio, on Novenber 15, 1969, and
transformed it into one of the nost successful food franchises
in the country, and, in pronoting Wendy's, becane a nationa
figure representing a friendly face, good food, and a kind
sense of hunor, and

WHEREAS, Dave Thonas, in 1993, 45 years after |eaving
school, earned his CGED certificate and received his high
school diploma from Coconut Creek Hi gh School in Ft.
Lauderdal e, Florida, securing himas a role nodel to students
of all ages, and

VWHEREAS, Dave Thomas used his financial success to
pronmote and advance the cause of adoption, NOW THEREFORE,

Be It Resolved by the Senate of the State of Florida:
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That Anmerica has | ost one of its nost dedicated and
har dest wor ki ng advocates for adoption, and the Florida Senate
honors himin his devotion to fanmly, life, and business and
expresses its deep and heartfelt condol ences to his famly on
their |oss.

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat a copy of this resolution,
with the Seal of the Senate affixed, be presented to the Dave
Thonmas fanily as a tangi ble token of the sentinents of the
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