Florida Senate - 2002 SB 2490

By Senator Sullivan

22-1407-02
1 Abill to be entitled
2 An act relating to education; creating the
3 "K-20 Funds Flexibility Act"; authorizing the
4 Secretary of Education, in consultation with
5 t he Commi ssi oner of Education, to reorganize
6 the structure, staff, and funding of the
7 Departnent of Education to inplenent the
8 changes in the state education systemresulting
9 fromthe 1998 constitutional anendnent;
10 providing for appropriation of categorica
11 funds; providing powers of district schoo
12 boards with respect to transferring funds
13 bet ween cat egories; repealing paragraph 7 of
14 provi so | anguage for Specific Appropriation
15 118, ch. 2001-253, Laws of Florida, which
16 provides for calculation of a mnimum
17 guar anteed | evel of funding for schoo
18 districts; providing flexibility for community
19 coll ege and university boards of trustees in
20 anmendi ng operating budgets; providing
21 flexibility for coonmunity coll ege boards of
22 trustees to transfer funds between specified
23 prograns; providing that transfers nust neet
24 certain criteria and inprove the ability to
25 neet perfornmance expectations; providing an
26 ef fective date.
27
28 | Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
29
30 Section 1. The Secretary of Education, in consultation
31 with the Commi ssioner of Education, is authorized to
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establi sh, abolish, or consolidate bureaus, sections, and

subsections and to reallocate duties and functions within the

Departnent of Education in order to pronote effective and

efficient operation of the departnent and to inpl enent changes

to the state systemof education initiated by the adoption of
the 1998 anendnent to Article I X of the State Constitution as
i npl erented by the Legislature in chapter 2001-170, Laws of

Fl orida. Authorized positions and appropriations nmay be

transferred fromone budget entity to another as required to

i npl erent the reorgani zati on. The secretary nay not establish

abol i sh, or consolidate bureaus, sections, or subsections

after Decenber 31, 2002, unless such action is approved by the

Legi sl ati ve Budget Conmi ssion. The secretary shall provide a

report on the reorgani zation to the President of the Senate,

t he Speaker of the House of Representatives, the ninority

| eaders of the Senate and the House of Representatives, and

the chairs of the educational appropriations conmittees of the

Legi sl ature by January 1, 2003.

Section 2. Categorical funds.--

(1) In addition to the basic anpbunt for current

operations for the Florida Educati on Finance Program the

Legi sl ature may appropriate categorical funding for specified

prograns, activities, or purposes.

(2) If adistrict school board finds and declares in a

resol ution adopted at a regular neeting of the school board

that the funds received for any of the foll owi ng categorica

appropriations are urgently needed to maintain

school - boar d- speci fi ed academ ¢ cl assroominstruction, the

board nay consi der and approve an anendnent to the schoo

district operating budget transferring the identified anpunt
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of the categorical funds to the appropriate account for

expendi t ure:

(a) Funds for student transportation

(b) Funds for in-service educational personne

t rai ni ng.
(c) Funds for safe schools.

(d) Funds for public school technol ogy.

(e) Funds for teacher recruitnment and retention

(f) Funds for suppl enental acadenic instruction

(3) Each district school board shall include in its

annual financial report to the Departnent of Education the

amount of funds the board transferred fromeach of the

categorical funds identified in this section and the specific

academ c classroominstruction for which the transferred funds

wer e expended. The Departnent of Education shall provide

i nstructions and specify the format to be used in subnmitting

this required information as a part of the district annua

financial report.

Section 3. Paragraph 7 of the proviso | anguage for
Specific Appropriation 118 of chapter 2001-253, Laws of
Florida, is repealed

Section 4. (1) Conmunity coll ege boards of trustees

and university boards of trustees may anend their operating

budgets, but they must nmmintain the integrity of the

| egi sl ative appropriations categories.

(2) Notwithstandi ng any provisions of law to the

contrary and pursuant to the provisions of section 216. 351,

Florida Statutes, comunity coll ege boards of trustees are

granted flexibility to expend funds appropriated in the state

appropriation categories of Wrkforce Devel opnent, Perfornmance

Based Incentives, and the Community Col | ege Program Fund as
3
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the board determnes will enable it to best neet the financial

needs of the college, regardl ess of any restrictions or

earmarks that have been made by the Legislature. The

expendi ture decisions by the board nust not affect the

college's allocation fromthese specific appropriations in

future state appropriations.

(3) Transfers nmade pursuant to this section nust not

require future increases in appropriations and nust further

the mission of the institutions and inprove the ability to

neet performance expectations referenced in section 55 of

chapter 2001-254, Laws of Florida. WMaxinmum consideration nust

be given to maintaining instruction and ot her services for

st udents.
Section 5. This act shall take effect upon becoming a
| aw.
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SENATE SUMVARY

Aut hori zes the Secretary of Education to reorgani ze the
Departnent of Education; in consultation with'the ]
Comm ssi oner of Education, to inplenment changes resulting
fromthe 1998 anendnent of the State Constitution.,

Provi des district school boards and comrunity college
boar ds o{ ustees flexibility in allocation of funds.

tr
(See bill for details.)
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