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ENROLLED
2002 Legislature HB 285

An act relating to a public records exenption
for certain victimand witness information
anending s. 914.27, F.S., which provides an
exenption frompublic records requirenents for
certain information regarding a victimor

wi t ness who has been identified or certified
for protective services or relocation services;
reenacting such exenption and renovi ng the

Cct ober 2, 2002, repeal thereof schedul ed under
t he Open Governnent Sunset Review Act of 1995;
clarifying | anguage; providing an effective

dat e.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Notwithstanding the Cctober 2, 2002, repea
of said section schedul ed pursuant to the Open Gover nnent
Sunset Revi ew Act of 1995, section 914.27, Florida Statutes,
is reenacted and anended to read:

914.27 Confidentiality of victimand witness
i nformati on. - -

(1) Information held by any state or local |aw
enf orcenent agency, state attorney, the statew de prosecutor
the Victimand Wtness Protection Review Conmittee created
pursuant to s. 943.031, or the Departnent of Law Enforcenent
whi ch di scl oses:

(a) The identity or location of a victimor witness
who has been identified or certified for protective proteetion

or relocation services by—thestate—attorney—or—statewde
prosecttor pursuant to s. 914. 25;
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(b) The identity or location of an inmediate famly
menber of a victimor w tness who has been identified or
certified pursuant to s. 914. 25;

(c) Relocation sites, techniques, or procedures
utilized or developed as a result of the victimand w tness
protective preteetion services afforded by s. 914.25; or

(d) The identity or relocation site of any victim
Wi tness, or inmediate fanmily nenber of a victimor w tness who
has nade a rel ocation of permanent residence by reason of the
victims or witness's involvenent in the investigation or
prosecution giving rise to certification for protective
proteetion or relocation services pursuant to s. 914. 25;

is confidential and exenpt fromthe provisions of s. 119.07(1)
and s. 24(a), Art. | of the State Constitution. Such
informati on nay be shared by | aw enforcenent agencies, state
attorneys, and the statew de prosecutor to facilitate the
protective preteetion or relocation services provided pursuant
to s. 914.25 and to support the prosecution efforts of the
state attorneys and the statew de prosecutor. Any information
so shared nust remain confidential and exenpt in the hands of
any agency or entity to which the infornmation is provided.

(2) If avictimor witness is identified for
protective services under s. 914.25 and is |ater denied
certification, but—s—not—certifiedt+toreceive—sSuchservieces
by—the—state—attorney—or—statewdeprosecutorthe identity

and | ocation infornation exenpt pursuant to paragraphs (1)(a)

and (b) becones public information, unless otherw se provided
by | aw.

(3) If avictimor witness is certified for protective
services, information nade confidential and exenpt from public
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di scl osure under paragraphs (1)(a) and (b) becones public
i nformation, unless otherwi se provided by law, at the tine

such the certificati on rade—pursuant—to—5s—94425 expires

unl ess the state attorney or statew de prosecutor naking such

certification conplies with the provisions of subsection (4).
(4) The certifying state attorney or statew de
prosecutor nmay state in witing to the Victimand Wtness
Protection Review Committee established pursuant to s. 943. 031
that even though certification for participation in the victim
or witness protective services proteection programis about to

expire, disclosure of information nmade confidential and exenpt
by paragraph (1)(a) or paragraph (1)(b) continues to
constitute an unwarranted risk to, or jeopardizes the safety
of, victins, witnesses, or famly nmenbers of such victins or
W tnesses. Accordingly, the confidential and exenpt status of
such information shall continue until the certifying state
attorney or statew de prosecutor determ nes that disclosure of
such the informati on woul d not constitute an unwarranted risk

to, or jeopardize the safety of, such persons afry—petrseonr, and

provides witten notification to that effect to the Victimand
Wtness Protection Review Comittee.

(5) For the purposes of effectively inplenenting s.
914. 25, any state or local |aw enforcenent agency, state
attorney, or the statew de prosecutor may provide witten
notification to an agency as defined in s. 119.011 or to a
busi ness entity operating under contract with, |icensed by, or
havi ng any ot her business relationship with an agency, or
provi di ng services pursuant to s. 914.25, that information
described in subsection (1) held by that agency or business is
confidential and exenpt from public disclosure. The state or
| ocal | aw enforcenent agency, state attorney, or the statew de
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prosecutor providing such witten notification shall also
provide witten notification to the agency or business as to
when, in accordance with this section, identity and | ocation

i nformati on exenpted pursuant to paragraphs (1)(a) and (b) can

be made publicly avail abl e.
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Section 2. This act shall take effect October 1, 2002.
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