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Fl ori da House of Representatives - 2002 HB 31
By Representative Maygarden

A bill to be entitled
An act relating to children; anending s.
624.91, F.S.; revising provisions relating to
mat chi ng funds under the Florida Healthy Kids
programto elimnate | ocal governnent
contribution requirenents and provide for
voluntary local contributions; providing an
ef fective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Paragraph (b) of subsection (2) and
par agraph (b) of subsection (4) of section 624.91, Florida
Statutes, are anended to read

624.91 The Florida Healthy Kids Corporation Act.--

(2) LEG SLATI VE | NTENT. - -

(b) It is the intent of the Legislature that the
Fl orida Healthy Kids Corporation serve as one of severa
providers of services to children eligible for nedica
assi stance under Title XXI of the Social Security Act.
Al t hough the corporation nay serve other children, the
Legislature intends the primary recipients of services
provi ded through the corporation be school-age children with a
fam ly incone bel ow 200 percent of the federal poverty |evel,
who do not qualify for Medicaid. It is also the intent of the
Legi sl ature that state and any |ocal governrent voluntarily
contributed Florida Healthy Kids funds, to the extent
perm ssi bl e under federal |aw, be used to obtain matching
federal dollars.

(4) CORPORATI ON AUTHORI ZATI ON, DUTI ES, POVERS. - -
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(b) The Florida Healthy Kids Corporation shall phase
in a programto:

1. Oganize school children groups to facilitate the
provi sion of conprehensive health insurance coverage to
chil dren;

2. Arrange for the collection of any famly, voluntary
| ocal contributions, or enployer paynent or premium in an
anount to be deternined by the board of directors, to provide
for paynent of premiuns for conprehensive insurance coverage
and for the actual or estimated adm nistrative expenses;

3. Establish the adnministrative and accounting
procedures for the operation of the corporation

4. Establish, with consultation from appropriate
pr of essi onal organi zations, standards for preventive health
services and providers and conprehensive insurance benefits
appropriate to children; provided that such standards for
rural areas shall not limt prinmary care providers to
board-certified pediatricians;

5. Establish eligibility criteria which children nust
neet in order to participate in the program

6. Establish procedures under which applicants to and
participants in the program may have grievances revi ewed by an
i mpartial body and reported to the board of directors of the
cor porati on;

7. Establish participation criteria and, if
appropriate, contract with an authorized insurer, health
nmai nt enance organi zati on, or insurance adm nistrator to
provide adninistrative services to the corporation

8. Establish enrollnment criteria which shall include
penalties or waiting periods of not fewer than 60 days for
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1| reinstatenent of coverage upon voluntary cancellation for

2 | nonpaynent of family premn uns;

3 9. |If a space is available, establish a special open
4 | enrol Il nent period of 30 days' duration for any child who is

5| enrolled in Medicaid or Medikids if such child | oses Medicaid
6| or Medikids eligibility and becones eligible for the Florida
7 | Healthy Kids program

8 10. Contract with authorized insurers or any provider
9| of health care services, neeting standards established by the
10 | corporation, for the provision of conprehensive insurance

11| coverage to participants. Such standards shall include

12 | criteria under which the corporation may contract with nore
13 | than one provider of health care services in programsites.
14 | Health plans shall be selected through a conpetitive bid

15| process. The sel ection of health plans shall be based

16 | primarily on quality criteria established by the board. The
17 | health plan selection criteria and scoring system and the

18 | scoring results, shall be available upon request for

19 | inspection after the bids have been awarded;
20 11. Develop and inplenent a plan to publicize the
21| Florida Healthy Kids Corporation, the eligibility requirenents
22 | of the program and the procedures for enrollnent in the
23 | programand to nmaintain public awareness of the corporation
24 | and the program
25 12. Secure staff necessary to properly admnister the
26 | corporation. Staff costs shall be funded from state and+tocalt
27 | mat ching funds and such other private or public funds as
28 | becone avail able. The board of directors shall deternine the
29 | nunber of staff nenbers necessary to administer the
30 | corporation;
31
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1 13. As appropriate, enter into contracts with |oca

2 | school boards or other agencies to provide onsite information
3| enrollnent, and ot her services necessary to the operation of

4 | the corporation;

5 14. Provide a report on an annual basis to the

6 | Governor, Insurance Conmi ssioner, Comm ssioner of Education

7 | Senate President, Speaker of the House of Representatives, and
8| Mnority Leaders of the Senate and the House of

9 | Representati ves;

10 15. Each fiscal year, establish a nmaxi mum nunber of

11 | participants by county, on a statew de basis, who nay enrol

12 ] in the programw thout the benefit of voluntary |ocal natching
13| funds. Thereafter, the corporation nmay establish a policy for
14 | utilization of local matching funds reguirerents for

15 | suppl enental participation in the program TFhe—corporation—tmay
16 | vary—tocal—rmatchingr+egqurenrents—and—enroHrent—by—<county

17 . . s .

18 , ; ;

19 , ; ;

20 | ether—ftactors—The corporation atse nay accept in-kind nmatch
21 | irr—Heuv—of—cashfor—thetocal—ratech—+requrerent to the extent
22 | allowed by Title XXI of the Social Security Act; and

23 16. Establish eligibility criteria, premnmum and

24 | cost-sharing requirenents, and benefit packages which conform
25| to the provisions of the Florida Kidcare program as created
26 | in ss. 409.810-409. 820.

27 Section 2. This act shall take effect July 1, 2002.

28
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HOUSE SUMVARY

El i mi nates provi sions relatlng to | ocal governnent ]
mat chi ng fund requirenents under the Florfida Healthy Kids
program Provides for use of voluntary |oca

confributions for obtaining federal natching funds for

t he program
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