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Florida Senate - 2002 SB 340
By Senator Snith

5-272-02

Abill to be entitled
An act relating to public records; anending s.
119.07, F.S.; providing an exenption fromthe
public records | aw for photographs or other
imges in the custody of a state or
gover nnent al agency whi ch depict the remins of
a crine victim authorizing the release of such
a record to another agency for official
pur poses; providing that such rel ease does not
wai ve the confidentiality of the record;
providing for legislative review and future
repeal ; providing a statenent of public
necessity; providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Paragraph (ee) is added to subsection (3)
of section 119.07, Florida Statutes, to read:

119. 07 |Inspection, exam nation, and duplication of
records; exenptions.--

(3)

(ee) A photograph, digital inage, video recording, or

ot her reproduction of a crinme scene which is in the custody of

a state or other governnental agency and which reveals the

remains of a victimof the crinme is confidential and exenpt
fromsubsection (1) and s. 24(a), Art. | of the State
Constitution. However, this paragraph does not prohibit a

state or other governnental agency fromreleasing a record

nmade confidential under this paragraph to another agency for

of ficial purposes, and such rel ease does not waive the

exenpti on provided under this paragraph. This paragraph is
1
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subj ect to the Open Governnent Sunset Review Act of 1995 in

accordance with s. 119.15, and shall stand repeal ed on Cctober

2, 2007, unless reviewed and saved fromrepeal through

reenact ment by the Legi sl ature.

Section 2. The Legislature finds that it is a public

necessity that a photograph, digital inmage, video recording,

or other reproduction of a crine scene which reveals the

remains of a victimof the crine be made confidential and

exenpt from section 119.07(1), Florida Statutes, and Section
24(a) of Article | of the State Constitution. The Legislature
finds that photographs or other inmages of a crine scene which

depict the remains of a victimof the crine are often graphic

and di sturbing to persons who view t he phot ographs or images.

Such phot ographs or inmages, if copied or publicized, could

result in trauma, sorrow, humliation, or enptional injury to

the inmediate fanmily of the victim as well as injury to the

nenory of the victim The Legislature finds that the exi stence

of the Wrld Wde Wb and the proliferation of persona

conputers encourages and pronotes the wi de di ssenination of

phot ogr aphs and ot her inmges, and that w despread,

unaut hori zed di ssem nati on of photographs or other inmges that

depict the remains of a victimof a crine would subject the

imediate fanily of the victimto continuous injury.

Section 3. This act shall take effect upon becoming a
| aw.
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SENATE SUMVARY

Provi des that photographs or other |naﬂes in the custody
of a state or governnental agency which depict the
remains of a crinme victimare exenpt fromdi scl osure
under the public records |aw. Provides that such records
nmay be rel eased to another agency for official purposes.
Provides for legislative review and future repeal under
t he Open Governitent Sunset Revi ew Act.
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