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Florida Senate - 2002 SB 366
By Senator Crist

13-379-02 See HB
Abill to be entitled
An act relating to state uniformtraffic
control; creating the "Mwve Over Act"; anending
s. 316.126, F.S.; providing requirenents with
respect to authorized energency vehicles naking
use of visual signals when parked; anending s.
316. 2397, F.S.; authorizing weckers to use
anber rotating or flashing |ights under certain
ci rcunstances; providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Short title.--This act nmay be cited as the
"Move Over Act."

Section 2. Subsection (1) of section 316.126, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

316. 126 (Operation of vehicles and actions of
pedestrians on approach of authorized energency vehicle.--

(1) (a) Upon the inmedi ate approach of an authorized
energency vehicle, while en route to neet an existing
energency, the driver of every other vehicle shall, when such
energency vehicle is giving audible signals by siren, exhaust
whi stl e, or other adequate device, or visible signals by the
use of displayed blue or red lights, yield the right-of-way to
t he energency vehicle and shall imediately proceed to a
position parallel to, and as close as reasonable to the
cl osest edge of the curb of the roadway, clear of any
intersection and shall stop and renmain in position until the
aut hori zed energency vehicle has passed, unless ot herw se
directed by any | aw enforcenent officer
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1 (b) When an authorized energency vehicl e naki ng use of
2| any visual signals is parked, the driver of every other

3| vehicle, as soon as it is safe:

4 1. Shall nerge into the lane farthest fromthe

5| energency vehicle when driving on an interstate hi ghway or

6| other highway with two or nore lanes traveling in the

7| direction of the energency vehicle, except when otherw se

8| directed by a | aw enforcenent officer

9 2. Shall slowto speed that is 20 nmles per hour |ess
10| than the posted speed limt when driving on a two-|ane road,
11 | except when otherwi se directed by a police officer

12

13| This section shall not operate to relieve the driver of an

14 | aut hori zed energency vehicle fromthe duty to drive with due
15 ) regard for the safety of all persons using the highway.

16 Section 3. Subsection (3) of section 316.2397, Florida
17 | Statutes, is anended to read:

18 316. 2397 Certain |ights prohibited; exceptions.--

19 (3) Vehicles of the fire departnent and fire patrol
20 | i ncludi ng vehicles of volunteer firefighters as pernitted

21 | under s. 316.2398, vehicles of nedical staff physicians or

22 | technicians of nedical facilities licensed by the state as

23 | authori zed under s. 316.2398, anbul ances as aut hori zed under
24 | this chapter, and buses and taxicabs as authorized under s.
25 316.2399 are pernitted to show or display red lights.

26 | Weckers, nosquito control fog and spray vehicles, and

27 | energency vehicles of governnental departnents or public

28 | service corporations may show or display anber lights when in
29 | actual operation or when a hazard exists provided they are not
30| used going to and fromthe scene of operation or hazard

31| without specific authorization of a |aw enforcenent officer or
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| aw enforcenent agency. Weckers nay use anber rotating or

flashing lights while perforning recoveries and | oadi ng on

roadsi de day or night, and while towing a vehicle on whee

lifts, slings, or underreach only if the operator of the

wr ecker deens such |ights necessary. A flathed, car carrier,

or roll back may not use anber rotating or flashing |ights when

hauling a vehicle on the bed unless it creates a hazard to

other notorists because of protrudi ng objects. Further, escort

vehicles will be pernmitted to show or display anber |ights
when in the actual process of escorting overdi nensi oned
equi pnent, material, or buildings as authorized by | aw
Vehi cl es of private watch, guard, or patrol agencies |licensed
pursuant to chapter 493 may show or display anber lights while
patrol ling condom nium cooperative, and private residential
and busi ness comunities by which enpl oyed and which traverse
public streets or highways.

Section 4. This act shall take effect July 1, 2002.
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HOUSE SUMVARY

Creates the "Mve Over Act." Provides that when an

aut hori zed ene rgency vehlcle maki ng use of visual signals
i s parked, the driver of every othér vehicle, when
driving on a hi ghway mnth two” | anes or nDre travelln? in
the direction of the energency vehicle shall nerge info
the lane farthest fromtheé energency vehicle an

driving on a two-lane road, slow to” a speed tha |s 20

m | es per hour [ess than the posted speed limt.
Aut hori zes wreckers to use amber rotating or flas hlng
h'?htf under described circunstances. See bill fo

efails.

3

CODING:Words st+ieken are del etions; words underlined are additions.




