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Fl ori da House of Representatives - 2002 HM 407
By Representative Allen

House Menori al
A nenorial to the Congress of the United
States, urging Congress to pass the "Retired
Pay Restoration Act of 2001," which pernits
retired nenbers of the United States Arned
Forces with service-connected disabilities to
be paid both nmilitary retirenent pay and
veterans' disability conpensation

VWHEREAS, veterans of United States Arned Services |ive
with an injustice every day that has |ong needed correction,
and

WHEREAS, that injustice is an inequity in existing | aw
whi ch precludes career nilitary personnel who have becone
di sabled while serving in the mlitary fromreceiving both
retirenent pension benefits and disability pension benefits,
and

WHEREAS, unfortunately, an outdated | aw passed in 1891
continues to penalize the very nen and wonen who | east deserve
such treatnent: the nmen and wonen of the United States Arned
Forces who have served their country with careers of nore than
twenty years and have incurred pernanent disability in doing
so, and

WHEREAS, the Retired Pay Restoration Act of 2001
currently before the 107th Congress, addresses and corrects
this 110-year-old inequity for nore than 560,000 of our
nati on's veterans, and

WHEREAS, it has |ong been argued that retirenent
pensi on benefits and service-connected disability pension
benefits are two separate and distinct classes of
conpensati on, one awarded for naking a career of federa
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public service, the other to redress debilitating, enduring
injuries caused by the rigors of nmlitary life, and

WHEREAS, yet under the law as it currently exists,
veterans of mlitary service are the only group of federa
retirees who nust waive a portion of their retirement pay in
order to receive Veterans Adm nistration disability
conpensati on, and

WHEREAS, currently before Congress is |legislation that
will remedy this inequity, the Retired Pay Restoration Act of
2001, S. 170 and H R 303, which will pernit retired nenbers
of the United States Armed Services who al so have a
servi ce-connected disability to receive both nilitary
retirenent pay and disability conpensation, simnultaneously,
and

WHEREAS, this |legislation has the strong support of
many mlitary and nonnmilitary veterans service organizations
and bipartisan support in Congress, with 64 cosponsors for S.
170 and 300 cosponsors for H R 303, and

WHEREAS, with the passage of the Retired Pay
Restoration Act of 2001, Congress would put an end to a
grossly unfair practice of penalizing retired, disabled
Aneri can servi cenen and servi cewonen, and

WHEREAS, today our arned forces are struggling to neet
even nodest recruiting goals and having even nore difficulty
retaining qualified nen and wonen to serve in the arned
forces, and

VWHEREAS, it is therefore a matter of national interest
that the Federal Governnent reformexisting law in such a
manner that young Anericans will be attracted to career
service in the nation's nilitary, and
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WHEREAS, even nore inportant to the passage of this
legislation is the fact that every day in Anerica 1,000
veterans of World War Il die, many of whom woul d benefit from
t he passage of the Retired Pay Restoration Act of 2001, and

VWHEREAS, it is for these reasons that the 107th
Congress needs to address this legislation in 2001, thus
bringing to an end the indefensible practice of forcing brave
nmen and wonen who have fought for our country and are disabled
as a result of their service to choose between retirenent pay
and disability conpensati on, NON THEREFORE,

Be It Resolved by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

That the Congress of the United States is requested to
pass HR 303 and S. 170, the "Retired Pay Restoration Act of
2001," which pernits retired nenbers of the United States
Armed Forces with service-connected disabilities to be paid
both mlitary retirenent pay and veterans' disability
conpensati on.

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat copies of this nmenorial be
sent to the President of the United States, the President of
the United States Senate, the Speaker of the United States
House of Representatives, and to each nenber of the Florida
del egation to the United States Congress.
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