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By Representative Farkas

1 A bill to be entitled

2 An act relating to nental illness health

3 i nsurance; anending s. 627.6685, F.S.

4 extendi ng applicability; requiring the Ofice

5 of Legislative Services to contract for

6 conpl etion of a report on proposed health

7 benefit coverage for serious nental ill ness;

8 providing a definition; specifying report

9 review requirenents; providing an effective

10 dat e.

11

12 | Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

13

14 Section 1. Subsection (5) of section 627.6685, Florida
15| Statutes, is anended to read:

16 627.6685 Mental health coverage. --

17 (5) DURATION.--This section does not apply to benefits
18 | for services furnished on or after Septenber 30, 2003 266%

19 Section 2. Using a portion of the funds nade avail abl e
20| in Specific Appropriation 2556 in the General Appropriations
21| Act for fiscal year 2001-2002, the Ofice of Legislative

22 | Services shall contract for the conpletion of a report

23 | assessing the inpact of proposed nandated heal th coverage

24 | specific to nental health services for persons with a serious
25| nental illness. For purposes of this section, the term

26 |"serious nental illness" neans any nental illness that is

27 | recogni zed in the edition of relevant manual s of the Anerican
28 | Psychiatric Association or by the International O assification
29 | of Diseases in effect on Cctober 1, 2000, and affirned by

30 | nedi cal science as caused by biol ogical disorder of the brain
31| and that substantially linmts the life activities of the
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patient. The termincludes, but is not limted to,

schi zophrenia, autism schizoaffective disorders, anxiety and

pani c, bipolar affective disorders, nmmjor depression, and

obsessi ve conpul sive disorder. Such review shall include

(1) Those el enents for review as specified in s.

624.215(2), Florida Statutes, relating to proposals for

| egi sl ati on which mandate health benefit coverage and revi ew

by the Legi sl ature.

(2) The nature of those services being used by those

i nsured persons who currently have a nental illness coverage

benefit, including what is included in such coverage, the

conditions for which coverage is included, the extent to which

such covered persons reach any applicable annual or lifetine

benefit cap, utilization and authorization guidelines

appl i cabl e to such coverage, and inclusion of treatnent

nedi cati ons and gui delines applicable to nedication coverage.

Section 3. This act shall take effect upon becoming a

| aw.
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HOUSE SUMVARY
Extending for 2 years application of provisions for
mental health inSurance coverage. Requires the Ofice of
Legi sl ative Services to contract for conpletion of a
report on proposed health benefit coverage for serious
nmental illness and specifies report reviéw requirenents.
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