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Fl ori da House of Representatives - 2002 CS/ HB 445

By the Council for Smarter Governnent and Representatives
Hogan™ and Cant ens

Abill to be entitled
An act relating to public records exenptions;
anending s. 119.07, F. S.; providing an
exenption frompublic records requirenents for
speci fi ed personal identifying informtion
relating to a utility custoner held by a
utility owned or operated by an agency;
providing for retroactive application of the
exenption; providing for future review and
repeal ; providing a statenent of public
necessity; providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Paragraph (ee) is added to subsection (3)
of section 119.07, Florida Statutes, to read:

119. 07 Inspection, exam nation, and duplication of
records; exenptions.--

(3)

(ee) Personal identifying information held by a water

wast ewat er, natural gas, electric, cable television, or

tel ecommuni cations utility, owned or operated by an agency,

which information identifies a custoner of such utility is

exenpt from subsection (1) and s. 24(a), Art. | of the State

Constitution. Personal identifying infornmation includes a

custoner's nane; social security nunber; taxpayer

i dentification nunber; address; tel ephone nunber; bank account

nunber; debit, charge, and credit card nunbers; and driver

identification nunber. This exenption applies to a custoner's

personal identifying information held by such utility before,

on, or after the effective date of this exenption. This
1
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1| paragraph is subject to the Open Governnent Sunset Revi ew Act
2| of 1995, in accordance with s. 119.15, and shall stand

3| repeal ed on Cctober 2, 2007, unless reviewed and saved from
4 | repeal through reenactnent by the Legi sl ature.

5 Section 2. The Legislature finds that it is a public
6 | necessity that a utility custoner's social security nunber

7 | taxpayer identification nunber; bank account nunber; driver

8| identification nunber; and debit, charge, and credit card

9 | nunbers made exenpt by this act be held exenpt frompublic

10 | di scl osure bhecause such identifying information is sensitive,
11 | personal information which if released creates the opportunity
12| for identity theft and fraud. Additionally, the social

13 | security nunber is the only nationw de, unique nuneric form of
14 | identification. Release of a custoner's social security

15 | nunber is of concern due to the ampunt of information such

16 | nunber can provide with regard to an individual. A social

17 | security nunber is often the link to an individual's persona
18 | records, whether such records are financial, educational

19 | nedical, or famlial in nature. Furthernore, the Legislature
20| finds that it is a public necessity that personal identifying
21 | information regarding a custoner of a utility owned or

22 | operated by an agency be hel d exenpt because rel ease of such
23| identifying information may create a conpetitive di sadvant age
24 | for such a utility. A private utility is not required by |aw
25| to disclose any of its custoner records to the public.

26 Section 3. This act shall take effect upon becoming a
27 | | aw.
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