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HOUSE AMENDMENT
Bill No. HB 447
Arendnment No. 1 (for drafter's use only)

CHAMBER ACTI ON
Senat e House

ORI G NAL STAMP BELOW

The Conm ttee on Local CGovernnent & Veterans Affairs offered
the foll ow ng:

Amendment (with title amendment)

Renove everything after the enacting cl ause

and insert:
Section 1. Pursuant to section 191.015, Florida

Statutes, this act constitutes the codification of all special

acts relating to the North River Fire District. It is the

intent of this act to provide a single, conprehensive speci al

act charter for the district including all current |egislative

authority granted to the district by its several |egislative

enactnents and by any additional authority granted by this act

and chapters 189 and 191, Florida Statutes, as they nmay be

amended fromtine to tine. It is further the intent of this

act to preserve all district authority.
Section 2. Chapters 89-502, 91-406, and 96-452, Laws
of Florida, are codified, anended, reenacted, and repeal ed as

herei n provided.

Section 3. The North River Fire District is re-created
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and the charter is recreated and reenacted to read:

Section 1. Incorporation.--Upon this act becoming a

law, all of the unincorporated | ands in Manatee County, as

described in this act, and the City of Palnetto, shall becone

and be incorporated into an i ndependent special fire district.

Sai d special fire district shall becone and be a public

nmuni ci pal corporation, having the powers and duties herein set

forth under the nane of North River Fire District.

Section 2. Jurisdiction.--The lands to be incorporated

within the North River Fire District are |located i n Manat ee

County and are descri bed as foll ows:

Al of Sections 1, 12, 13, 14, 21, 22, 23, 24,
25, 26, 27, 28, 32, 33, 34, 35 and 36, all in
Townshi p 33 South, Range 17 East; all of
Sections 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12,
13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24,
25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 31, 32, 33, 34, 35 and
36, all in Township 33 South, Range 18 East;
all of Sections 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10,
11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16 and 17, and that part of
Sections 18, 22, 23 and 24 North of North

bul khead |i ne of the Manatee River, all in
Townshi p 34 South, Range 17 East; all of
Sections 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12,
17, 18, and 19, and that part of Section 16
lying North of North bul khead |ine of the
Manatee River, all in Township 34 South, Range
18 East. Further including the full right of
way of all abutting roads. Also, all islands

and subnerged lands within the linits of the
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establ i shed bul khead |ine abutting the

speci fied Sections, nore particularly described

as foll ows:

Begin at the intersection of the established or
to be established bul khead |line along the North
bank of the Manatee River with the West

boundary of Section 7, Township 34 South, Range

17 East; thence Easterly along the established

or to be established bul khead |ine of the

Manat ee River to the East boundary of Section
12, Townshi p 34 South, Range 18 East; thence
Northerly al ong the East boundary of Township
34 South, Range 18 East to the Manatee
County-Hi |l sborough County boundary li ne;

thence Westerly al ong the Manat ee

County-Hil |l sborough County boundary line to the

established or to be established bul khead |ine

of the East shore of Tanpa Bay; thence

Southerly and Westerly al ong the established or

to be established bul khead |ine of Tanpa Bay

and Terra Ceia Bay to the established or to be
est abl i shed bul khead line on the North bank of
the Manatee River to the Wst boundary of
Section 7, Township 34 South, Range 17 East and
t he Point of Beginning.

Section 3. Board of Fire Conmm ssioners.--The busi ness

and affairs of said district shall be conducted and

admi ni stered by a board of seven conmi ssioners, who shall be

el ected as provided for in section 4. Upon their election
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annually in January, the conm ssioners shall organi ze by

el ecting fromtheir nunber a chair and vice chair. The

conmi ssioners shall appoint or enploy a qualified person or

persons for the positions of secretary or treasurer, or the

position of secretary/treasurer. The positions of secretary,

treasurer, or secretary/treasurer nmay be held by one

conm ssioner or the conmission may, in lieu of electing a

secretary and/or treasurer fromits nunmber, enploy a qualified

person or persons who is not a conmissioner to performthe

duties of secretary, treasurer, or secretary/treasurer and nay

conpensat e such person or persons fromfunds of the district

for the services rendered. |If the conmissioners do enpl oy such

qgual i fi ed person or persons to performthe duties of

secretary, treasurer, or secretary/treasurer, said perfornmance

shal |l be subject to the supervision of the Board of Fire

Conmi ssi oners. The commi ssi oners nmay each be paid a salary or

honorarium to be deternmined by the board, that shall not

exceed $500 per nonth and may not be ot herw se enpl oyed by the

district on either a full-tine or part-tine basis and receive

conpensation for such enpl oynent, except as specifically

provided for herein. The Board of Fire Conmi ssioners is

aut hori zed to pay the conmi ssioner or commi ssioners who are

el ected secretary, treasurer, or secretary/treasurer a

reasonabl e sumfor their services as such. The treasurer

shal |, before he or she enters upon his or her duties as

treasurer, execute to the State of Florida, for the benefit of

the district, a good and sufficient bond approved by a Crcuit

Judge of Manatee County in the sumof not |less than $1, 000

with a qualified corporate surety, conditioned to faithfully

performthe duties as such treasurer and to account for al

funds to cone into his or her hands as treasurer. Al preniuns
4
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for such surety on all such bonds shall be paid fromthe funds

of said district. The Board of Fire Comm ssi oners shall have

the authority and power to make and enter into contracts with

firns, individuals, and nunicipal corporations relating to any

and all of the purposes of the district.

Section 4. El ecti on of conm ssioners. --

(1) The nenbers of the Board of Fire Conm ssioners of

the district shall consist of seven nenbers who shall serve

for 4-year terns and shall be el ected by a nonparti san

el ection, as hereinafter set forth. The seven-nenber Board of

Fire Conm ssioners shall consist of one nenber elected by the

entire fire district to represent each of five fire

conmi ssioner districts of the North River Fire District, plus

two commi ssioners elected by the entire fire district to hold

seats at large. The boundaries of the fire conmi ssioner

districts shall be established by the board and shall be

nunerically designated as fire conmissioner districts 1, 2, 3,

4, and 5. The fire conm ssioner seats on the board shall be

identified as seats 1, 2, 3, 4, and 5, corresponding to the

nuneri cal designation of each fire conmissioner district,

respectively, and the at-large seats shall be identified as

seats 6 and 7. In addition to requirenents of candi dates for

el ection under general law, in order to qualify for such

el ection or for nmmintaining such a position, a candidate or

el ected conmi ssioner shall reside within his or her respective

district.
(2) Four nenbers of the Board of Fire Conmi ssioners

(district seats 2, 4, and 5 and at-large seat 6) shall be

el ected at the general election during each United States

presidential election year. The remaining three nenbers of the

board (district seats 1 and 3 and at-large seat 7) shall be
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el ected at the general election during each Florida

gubernatorial election year

(3) Each el ected commi ssioner shall hold office unti

his or her successor is elected and qualified, or until such

conm ssioner ceases to qualify as a comni ssioner or is renoved

fromoffice

(4) Each elected nenber shall assune office on the

third Thursday foll owing the el ection

(5) |If a vacancy occurs on the board, the renmnining

nenbers nay appoint a qualified person to fill the seat unti

the next general election that is held at |east 3 nonths after

the date the vacancy occurs, at which tine an el ecti on shal

be held to fill the vacancy.

Section 5. Authority to |l evy non-ad val orem

assessnents. - -

(1) Said district shall have the right, power, and

authority to |l evy non-ad val orem assessnents agai nst the

taxable real estate lying within its territorial bounds, as

wel | as assessing an additional charge for hazardous or

energency conditions, in order to provide funds for the

purpose of the district. The rate of such assessnents shall be

fixed by a resolution of the Board of Fire Conm ssioners, but

shall in no event exceed the anmounts set forth in section 15,

unl ess increased as provided in section 191.009(2), Florida

St at ut es.
(2) The Board of Fire Comm ssioners is hereby

aut hori zed to provide a reasonabl e schedul e of charges for

energency services, including, but not limted to,

firefighting occurring in or to notor vehicles, marine vessels

including |ive-aboards, aircraft, or rail cars including

engines, or as a result of the operation of such notor
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vehi cl es, marine vessels including live-aboards, aircraft, or

rail cars including engines to which the North River Fire

District is called upon to render such energency service, and

to charge a fee for the services rendered in accordance with

sai d schedule. The North River Fire District shall have a lien

upon said notor vehicle, nmarine vessel including |ive-aboards,

aircraft, or rail cars including engines for the charges so

assessed. The Board of Fire Comm ssioners is authorized to

enter into contracts for firefighting duties which provide a

reasonabl e renmuneration to the district for such firefighting

activities.
(3) The Board of Fire Comm ssioners is authorized to

provide a reasonabl e schedul e of charges for the fighting of

fires occurring in or at refuse dunps or as a result of an

illegal burn, which fire, dunp, or burn is not authorized by

general or special law of the state, rule, regul ation, order

or ordinance to which the district is called upon to fight

and/ or extingui sh. The fee charged in accordance with said

schedul e shall constitute a lien upon the real property where

said fire or burn is |ocated.

(4) The district shall provide to the County Property

Apprai ser a notice of fire assessnent rates as adopted by

resolution not later than June 1 of each year. The County

Property Appraiser shall then furnish to the comi ssi oners of

the district a tax roll covering all taxable properties with

the assessnent rate |l evy placed on each parcel of property by

July 1, which tax roll is consistent with and set forth hy
section 193.1142, Florida Statutes. Not later than 21 days
after receipt of the tax roll fromthe County Property

Apprai ser, the district shall return the tax roll, having

first checked and noted any corrections or adjustnents to the
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fire assessnent |evy agai nst each parcel of property.

(5) Prior to adopting a rate of assessnent as required

in subsection (4), the Board of Fire Conmi ssioners of the

district shall properly advertise and hold a public hearing

wWith respect to the proposed rate of assessment. At such

hearing, any property owner in the district shall have the

right to file a witten objection and/or testify at such

hearing regardi ng the proposed rate of assessnent. After due

consideration of all comments or protests, the Board of Fire

Conmi ssi oners shall adopt a resolution specifying the rate of

assessnent on all taxable property.

(6) The Board of Fire Conm ssioners of the district

shall, not earlier than 30 days nor l|later than 45 days after

the mailing of the notice of proposed property taxes as
required by section 194.011(1), Florida Statutes, hold a
properly advertised public hearing to hear appeals from any

property owner in the district with respect to the nethod of

cal cul ation and/or the anmpbunts of fire assessnent | evied

agai nst a parcel of land. Wthin 20 cal endar days after the

concl usion of the public hearing to hear appeals, the Board of

Fire Conm ssioners of the district shall notify all concerned

parties and the County Property Appraiser in witing of its

deci sion. The decision shall include reasons for granting or

denyi ng the appeal

(7) The County Property Appraiser shall then include

t he assessnents thus made by the Board of Fire Comm ssioners

of the district in the Manatee County tax roll and the sane

shall be collected in the manner and formas is provided for

the collection of county taxes and paid over by the County Tax

Coll ector to the Board of Fire Conmm ssioners.

(8) Such non-ad val orem assessnents shall be a lien
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upon the land so assessed along with the county taxes assessed

agai nst the sane until said assessnents have been paid and, if

t he sane becone delinquent, shall be considered a part of the

county tax subject to the sane penalties, fees, and renedi es

for enforcenent and coll ections, and shall be enforced and

collected as provided by the laws of the state for the

col l ection of such taxes.

Section 6. Deposit of funds.--Al proceeds of

assessnents and other funds of the district shall be deposited

in the name of the district in a financial institution

desi ghat ed under the provisions of chapter 280, Florida

Statutes, as a qualified public depository. The approved

financial institution shall be designated by a resol ution of

the Board of Fire Conmissioners. No funds of the district

shal | be paid out or disbursed except by check
Section 7. Use of funds.--No funds of the district
shal |l be used for any purpose other than for the

adm ni stration of the affairs and busi ness of the district;

for the acquisition, construction, care, nmintenance, upkeep

and operation of sites for fire stations; fire station and

firefighting and rescue equi prent; the enploynent of qualified

personnel as provided for herein and paynent of the essenti al

personnel benefits such as health, life, disability, and

wor kers' conpensation insurance; retirenment prograns and ot her

associ ated costs designed to further the purpose of the

district; and for | egal expenses incurred for the operation

enforcenent, and furtherance of the district's affairs and

busi ness.
Section 8. Borrowi ng power.--The Board of Fire

Conmi ssi oners shall have the power and authority to borrow

noney for the purpose of the district and to nortgage the rea
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and personal property of the district or to pledge future

assessnents and liens as security for such loans. The lints

of such authority shall be that the anpbunt borrowed shall not

exceed three tinmes the total assessnents in the fiscal year

the loan is contracted; however, the district conm ssioners

shall not create any indebtedness or incur obligations for any

amount which it is unable to pay out of the district's funds.

Neither the district conmissioners as a body nor any one of

them as an individual shall be personally or individually

liable for the repaynent of such |oan or loans. In addition

the Board of Fire Conmi ssioners shall have the power and

authority to make purchases of equi pnment on an install nent

basis as necessary, if funds are avail able for the paynent of

the current year's install nent on such equi pnent plus the

anount due in that year on any other installnment or other

i ndebt edness.

Section 9. Authority and power to acquire.--The North

River Fire District shall have all of the corporate powers of

a Florida nunicipal corporation as provided by statute,

including, but not linmted to, the right to sue and to be

sued; to | ease, own, possess, and convey real and persona

property necessary to carry out the purpose of this act; and

to acquire such property by grant, gift, purchase, devise, or

em nent dommin, or any neans what soever.

Section 10. Duties of officers and authority of

conmm ssioners.--The officers of the Board of Fire

Conmi ssi oners shall have the duties usually pertaining to,

vested in, and incunbent upon like officers. A record shall be

kept of all neetings of said Board of Fire Comn ssioners and

in such neetings concurrence of a majority of said

conmi ssioners at the neeting consisting of a quorumshall be
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necessary for any affirmative actions by said board. The Board

of Fire Conmm ssioners of said district shall have the

authority to adopt ordi nances and rules and regul ati ons for

fire safety and protection, including, but not linmted to,

t hose standards set out in section 633.025, Florida Statutes.

Section 11. Authority to enploy qualified

personnel . --The Board of Fire Commi ssioners of said district

shal|l have the authority to enpl oy personnel as required to

carry out the purpose of the district. Such personnel may, in

addition to others, include a fire chief, who shall reside in

the district, one or nore firefighters or inspectors, and

adm ni strative or nmintenance personnel as the Board of Fire

Conmi ssi oners deens necessary to carry out the purpose of the

district, and shall have authority to provide all things

necessary for the prevention, extinguishnent, and control of

fires in the district.

Section 12. Financial reporting.--The Board of Fire

Conmi ssioners of the district shall conply with al

appropriate reporting requirenents for units of |loca

governnent, including, but not limted to, sections 11.45,
189. 416-189. 418, 218.32, and 218.38, Florida Statutes. These
requi renments as referenced herein include the filing on or

before Septenber 1 of each year of the district's estinated

budget for the fiscal year beginning Cctober 1, the filing of

financial statenents and audits for the fiscal year ending

each Septenber 30 within the tinefranes identified, and other

reporting requirenents specified.
Section 13. Existence.--The North River Fire District
herein contenpl ated shall exist until dissolved by |aw.

Section 14. Definitions.--The word "district" neans
the North River Fire District and the words "board" and "Board
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of Fire Conmm ssi oners” nean the Board of Fire Comm ssi oners of

the North River Fire District, unless otherw se specified.

Section 15. Schedul e of non-ad val orem

assessnents. - - The assessnent procedures and anounts, as set

forth herein, represent the nanner to be followed and the

nmaxi nrum al | owabl e rates which shall be charged by the

district, if needed. For assessnent purposes, all property

within the district shall be divided into three general

cl assifications: vacant parcels, residential parcels, and

conmerci al /industrial parcels.

(1) Vacant parcels shall include all parcels which are

essentially undevel oped and are usually classified by the
property apprai ser as Use Code types "0000," "0004," "1000,"
4000, " "9800," "9900," and "5000" through "7000." The maxi num

annual assessnment for these parcels shall be:
(a) Vacant residential lots (Use Code 0000) $8.90 per

| ot .

(b) Vacant condoninia |lots (Use Code 0004) $8.90 per

| ot .

(c) Unsubdivided acreage (Use Code 5000 through 7000,
9800, 9900, and 9901) $4.85 per acre or fraction thereof,
except that not nore than $890 shall be assessed agai nst any

one par cel

(d) Vacant commercial and industrial parcels (Use Code
1000 and 4000) shall be assessed as a platted | ot or
unsubdi vi ded acreage as applicable. Wienever a residential

unit is located on a parcel defined herein as vacant, the

residential plot shall be considered as one | ot or one acre

with the bal ance of the parcel being assessed as vacant | and

in accordance with the schedul e of comerci al /industri al

assessnents. \Whenever an agricultural or conmercial building
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or structure is located on a parcel defined herein as vacant,

the building or structure shall be assessed in accordance with

t he schedul e of commercial/industrial assessnents.

(2) Residential parcels shall include all parcels

whi ch are devel oped for residential purposes and are usually

classified by the property apprai ser as Use Code types "0100,"
0104," "0200," "0204," "0300," "0400," "0500," "0600,"

0700," "0800," "0801," "0803," "1200," "2800," and "2802."

Sur charges may be assigned by the district for dwelling units

| ocated on the second, third, fourth, fifth, or higher floors.

The maxi num annual assessnment for these parcels shall be:
(a) Use Codes "0100" and "0104" shall be $98 per
single-famly residence. |If said residence is |ocated on a

parcel of land not in excess of one |lot or one acre, no

addi ti onal assessnent shall be made for the | and on which said

residence is located. If the | and upon which said residence is

| ocat ed exceeds one | ot or one acre, an additional assessnent

nmay be made in accordance with subsection (1).
(b) Use Codes "0300," "0800," "0801," and "0803,"
nultifanmily residences, shall be $98 per unit. If said

residence is located on a parcel of land not in excess of one

| ot or one acre, no additional assessnment shall be nmde for

the land on which said residence is |located. If the |and upon

whi ch said residence is |ocated exceeds one | ot or one acre,

an additional assessnent nay be nmade in accordance with

subsection (1).

(c¢) Use Code "0400," condom ni a/apartnments and

residential, shall be $98 per dwelling unit for any condom nia

or apartnment units located on the first and second floors. The

sum of $147 per unit for any condomi nia or apartnment units
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located on the third floor; the sumof $196 per unit for any

condom nia or apartnment units |located on the fourth floor; the

sum of $245 per unit for any condomi nia or apartnent units

|located on the fifth floor; and the sum of $294 per unit for

any condomnia or apartnent units on a floor above a fifth

floor.
(d) Use Codes "0200," "0204," and "2802," nobile
hones, nobil e hones/condoni nia, and nobil e hone parks,

residential, shall be $98 per dwelling unit.
(e) Use Codes "0500," "0600," and "0700,"
cooperatives, retirenent hones, mscellaneous, mgrant canps,

etc., shall be assessed $98 per dwelling unit.

(f) Any other residential units, including, but not

limted to, the residential portion of nixed uses (Use Code

1200) shall be assessed $98 per dwelling unit.
(g) Travel trailer parks (Use Code 2800) shall be
assessed $49 per dwelling unit or available rental space, as

appl i cabl e.
(3) Comerciall/industrial parcels shall include al

ot her devel oped parcels which are not included in the

residential category as defined above. A

conmercial/industrial parcels shall be assessed on a square

footage basis for all buildings and structures in accordance

with the followi ng schedul e and hazard cl assification. The

district may or may not vary the assessnent by hazard

classifications as set forth herein, based on guidelines to be

approved by the Board of Fire Conmi ssioners. The base

assessnent for all buildings and structures shall be $178 for

the first 1,000 square feet on a parcel. The schedule for al

squar e footage above 1,000 square feet is as follows; however,

the district may grant an inproved hazard rating to all or
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part of the building and/or structures if they are equipped

with conplete

i nt er nal

fire suppression facilities.

Cat egory

Mercantile (M

Use Codes

1100, 1200, 1300,

Busi ness (B)

1400, 1500, 1600,

1604, 2900

1700, 1704, 1800,
1900, 1904, 2200,

2300, 2400, 2500,

2600, 3000, 3600

Squar e Foot Assessnent

$0. 09 per square foot

$0. 09 per square foot

$0. 10 per square foot

Assenbly (A 2100, 3100, 3200,
3300, 3400, 3500,
3700, 3800, 3900,
7600, 7700, 7900

Fact ory/ 4100, 4104, 4400,

Industrial (F) 4500, 4600, 4700,

9100

St orage (S) 2000, 2700, 2800,
4900

Hazar dous (H) 4200, 4300, 4800,
4804

I nstitutional

(1) 7000, 7100, 7200,

7300, 7400, 7800,

$0. 10 per square foot

& 9 copies

$0. 09 per square foot

$0. 20 per square foot
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8400, 8500, 9200 $0. 09 per square foot

Whenever a parcel is utilized for nmultiple hazard

classifications, the district may vary the assessnent in

accordance with actual categories.

Section 16. |npact fees.--
(1) (a) It is hereby found and determined that the
district is located in one of the fastest grow ng areas of

Manat ee County, which is itself experiencing one of the

hi ghest growth rates in the nation. New construction and

resulting popul ati on growth has placed a strain upon the

capabilities of the district to continue providing the high

| evel of professional fire protection and energency service

for which the residents of the district pay and which they

deserve.
(b) It is hereby declared that the cost of new

facilities for fire protection and energency service should be

borne by new users of the district services to the extent new

construction requires new facilities, but only to that extent.

It is the legislative intent of this section to transfer to

the new user of the district's fire protection and energency

services a fair share of the costs that new users inpose on

the district for new facilities.

(c) It is hereby declared that the anpbunt of the

i npact fees provided for in this section are just, reasonable,

and equitabl e.

(2) No person shall issue or obtain a building permt

for newresidential dwelling units or new comercial or

i ndustrial structures within the district, or issue or obtain

construction plan approval for new nobile home or recreationa

or travel trailer park devel opnents |located within the
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district, until the devel oper thereof has paid the applicable

i npact fee to the district, according to a schedul e det erni ned

annual ly by the board. The board shall establish a schedul e of

i npact fees to pay for the cost of new facilities and

equi pnent, the need for which is in whole or in part the

result of new construction

(3) The inpact fees collected by the district pursuant

to this section shall be kept as a separate fund from ot her

revenues of the district and shall be used exclusively for the

acqui sition, purchase, or construction of new facilities or

portions thereof required to provide fire protection and

energency service to new construction. "New facilities" neans

| and, buildings, and capital equipnent, including, but not

limted to, fire and energency vehicles and radio-telenetry

equi pnent, and other firefighting or rescue equi pnent. Said

fees shall not be used for the acquisition, purchase, or

construction of facilities which nust be obtained in any

event, regardless of growth within the district. The Board of

Fire Conm ssioners shall maintain adequate records to ensure

that inpact fees are expended only for perm ssible new

facilities or equi pnent.

Section 4. If any provision of this act or the

application thereof to any person or circunstance is held

invalid, the invalidity shall not affect other provisions or

applications of the act which can be given effect w thout the

invalid provision or application, and to this end the

provisions of this act are decl ared severabl e.

Section 5. The provisions of this act shall be

liberally construed in order to effectively carry out the

purpose of this act in the interest of the public and safety.
Section 6. Chapters 89-502, 91-406, and 96-452, Laws
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of Florida, are repealed

Section 7. This act shall take effect upon becoming a
| aw.

================ T | TLE A MENDMENT ===============
And the title is anended as foll ows:

On page 1, line 2,
renove: the entire title

and insert:
An act relating to the North River Fire
District, Manatee County; codifying the
district charter; providing boundari es;
providing for a Board of Fire Commi ssioners;
providing for elections; providing for filling
of vacancies; providing authority to |evy
non-ad val orem assessnents; providing for
liens; providing for public hearings; providing
for deposit of funds; providing for use of
funds; providing borrowi ng power of the
district; providing authority and power to
acquire certain property; providing duties of
the Board of Fire Conmi ssioners; providing
authority to enploy qualified personnel
providing for financial reporting; providing
for existence of the district; providing
definitions; providing for inpact fees;
provi di ng a schedul e of non-ad val orem
assessnents; providing severability; providing
for liberal construction; repealing chapters
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89-502, 91-406, and 96-452, Laws of Florida;
providing an effective date.
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