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CS/ HB 459, First Engrossed

Abill to be entitled
An act relating to the Florida Bright Futures
Schol arshi p Program anendi ng ss. 240.40201 and
240. 40202, F.S.; providing eligibility
requi renents for students who enter the
mlitary service; providing for reinstatenent
of awards; creating s. 240.40215, F.S.
providing for Florida Bright Futures
Schol arshi p awards for students attendi ng
United States nmilitary service acadeni es;
providing for the issuance of warrants;
providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Subsection (1) of section 240.40201
Fl orida Statutes, is anended to read:

240. 40201 Florida Bright Futures Schol arship
Program - -

(1) The Florida Bright Futures Scholarship Programis
created to establish a lottery-funded schol arship programto
reward any Florida high school graduate who nerits recognition
of hi gh academ ¢ achi evenent and who enrolls in an eligible
Florida public or private postsecondary education institution
within 3 years of graduation from high school. However,
students who enter the nmilitary service within 7 years

foll owi ng high school graduation shall have their Bright

Futures Scholarship eligibility extended for 7 years after the

student ends active nilitary duty, provided the student was

di scharged or released fromactive duty under conditions other

t han di shonor abl e.
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1 Section 2. Subsection (2) of section 240.40202,

2| Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

3 240. 40202 Florida Bright Futures Schol arship Program

4| student eligibility requirenents for initial awards.--

5 (2) Astudent—is—eHgiblretoaceept—anin-tiat—award

6 : . .

7 .

8 | student who applies for an award by April 1 and who neets al

9| ether eligibility requirenents, but who does not accept his or
10 | her award, may apply for reinstatenent of the award.
11 | Reinstatenent applications nust be received by the deadline
12 | established by the Departnent of Educati on reappty—euring
13 | subseguent—appticati-on—pertods—up—to—3—years—after—high-school
14 | gratuation.
15 Section 3. Section 240.40215, Florida Statutes, is
16 | created to read:
17 240. 40215 Florida Bright Futures Schol arship
18 | recipients attending United States nmilitary service
19 | acadeni es. - -
20 (1) Notwithstandi ng the provisions of ss.
21 | 240. 40201- 240. 40209 rel ating to postsecondary education
22 | institutions, a student who is otherwise eligible to receive
23| an award under the Florida Bright Futures Schol arshi p Program
24 | and who is accepted and enrolls as a student in the US. Air
25| Force Acadeny, the U.S. Mlitary Acadeny, the U S. Naval
26 | Acadeny, the U S. Coast Quard Acadeny, or the U S. Merchant
27 | Marine Acadeny shall receive a fixed award cal cul ated by using
28 | the average natriculation and fee calculation for full-tine
29 | attendance at a public postsecondary education institution at
30| the conparabl e |evel.
31
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(2) Upon verification by the Departnent of Education

that the student is enrolled in a United States mlitary

servi ce acadeny and neets the eligibility requirenents for

recei pt of an award, the Conptroller shall issue an individua

warrant made payable to the student and nmiled by the

Departnent of Education to the United States military service

acadeny in which the student is enroll ed.
Section 4. This act shall take effect July 1, 2002.
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