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Florida Senate - 2002 (NP) SB 48
By Senator dary

7-135B- 02
Abill to be entitled
An act relating to Broward County; providing
for the relief of N cholas Mracic; providing
an appropriation to conpensate himfor injuries
sustained as a result of the negligence of
Broward County; providing an effective date.

VHEREAS, on Novenber 28, 1987, Nichol as Maraci c was
riding his notorcycle in Broward County, and

WHEREAS, a Broward County enpl oyee was driving a county
bus and failed to properly operate the bus, failed to keep a
proper | ookout for traffic, and failed to yield to Nichol as
Mar aci ¢, and

WHEREAS, N cholas Maracic was hit by the front side of
the bus and sustained injuries when the Broward County bus
failed to yield the right-of-way and made a left turn in front
of Nicholas Maracic at an intersection in Broward County, and

WHEREAS, the Broward County bus driver was cited with a
traffic violation for violation of right-of-way for making a
left turn in front of approaching traffic, and

WHEREAS, the negligence of the Broward County bus
driver caused Nicholas Maracic serious physical injuries and
| oss of his ability to earn a living in the restaurant
busi ness, which was his trade prior to this accident, and

WHEREAS, N cholas Maracic's injuries sustained by this
collision are a right upper extremty brachial plexus injury,
right forearmfracture, transverse fracture of the right
fermur, conplex fracture of the right proximal tibia and
fibula, stiffness of the right |leg, conplete disuse of the
right arm linmted range of notion of the right knee,
100- percent inpairnment of the right arm 11-percent inpairnent
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of the right leg, and 64-percent total inpairnent of the body,
and

WHEREAS, Ni cholas Maracic will require future nedica
care of a possible fusion of the left wist, arthroscopy or
renoval of the knee cap of the right knee, renoval of the rod
in the right fenur, and extensive and conpl ex neurosurgica
treatnent of the brachial plexus injury, and

WHEREAS, N chol as Maracic has no use of his right arm
and limted use of his left arm is unable to squat or kneel
is unable to turn his neck, and has constant pain in the neck
and right arm and

WHEREAS, this case went to trial in Broward County,
case nunber 88-31965-12, during the week of June 4, 1990, and

WHEREAS, a jury returned a verdict for N cholas Mracic
in the ampbunt of $380, 285, and

WHEREAS, Broward County did not appeal the jury's
verdi ct, and

WHEREAS, Broward County has paid $100, 000 pursuant to
section 768.28, Florida Statutes, NOW THEREFORE

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. The facts stated in the preanble of this

act are found and declared to be true.

Section 2. The Board of County Comni ssioners of

Broward County is authorized and directed to appropriate from

funds of the county not otherw se appropriated and to draw a

warrant in the total anmount of $280, 285, whi ch anpunt i ncl udes

statutory attorney's fees and costs, payable to Nichol as

Maraci ¢ to conpensate himfor injuries and damages sustai ned
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as a result of the negligence of an enpl oyee of Broward
County.
Section 3. This act shall take effect upon becoming a

| aw.
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