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Florida Senate - 2002 CS for SB 484

By the Cormittee on Health, Aging and Long-Term Care; and
Senator Silver

317-1148A- 02
Abill to be entitled

An act relating to subacute pediatric
transitional care; requiring the Agency for
Health Care Administration to conduct a study
of health care services provided to nedically
fragil e or nedical -technol ogy- dependent
children; requiring the Agency for Health Care
Adm ni stration to conduct a pilot programfor a
subacute pediatric transitional care center
requiring background screening of center
personnel; requiring the agency to anend the
Medi caid state plan and seek federal waivers as
necessary; requiring the center to have an
advi sory board; providing for nenbership on the
advi sory board; providing requirenents for the
adm ssion, transfer, and discharge of a child
to the center; requiring the agency to submt
certain reports to the Legislature; providing
an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. The Agency for Health Care Adninistration

shal |l conduct a study of health care services provided to the

nedically fragile or nedical -technol ogy-dependent children in

the state and conduct a pilot programto provide subacute

pediatric transitional care to a nmaxi mum of 30 children at any

one tinme in an urban area of the state. The purposes of the

study and the pilot programare to determne ways to pernit

nedically fragile or nedical -technol ogy-dependent children to

successfully make a transition fromacute care in a health
1
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care institution to live with their famlies when possible,

and to provide cost-effective, subacute transitional care

servi ces.
Section 2. The Agency for Health Care Adninistration

in cooperation with the Children's Medical Services Programin

the Departnent of Health, shall conduct a study to identify

the total nunber of nedically fragile or

nedi cal -t echnol ogy- dependent children, frombirth through age

21, in the state. By January 1, 2003, the agency nust report

to the Legislature regarding the children's ages, the

| ocations where the children are served, the types of services

recei ved, itenized costs of the services, and the sources of

funding that pay for the services, including the proportiona

share when nore than one fundi ng source pays for a service.

The study nust include infornmation regarding nedically fragile

or nedi cal -t echnol ogy-dependent children residing in

hospitals, nursing hones, and nedical foster care, and those

who live with their parents. The study nust describe children

served in prescribed pediatric extended-care centers,

including their ages and the services they receive. The report

nust identify the total services provided for each child and

the nmethod for paying for those services. The report nust al so

identify the nunber of such children who could, if appropriate

transitional services were available, return hone or nove to a

| ess-institutional setting.
Section 3. (1) Wthin 30 days after the effective
date of this act, the agency shall establish nmninumstaffing

standards and quality requirenents for a subacute pediatric

transitional care center to be operated as a 2-year pilot

programin a large, urban area of the state. The pil ot program

nust operate under the license of a hospital |icensed under
2
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chapter 395, Florida Statutes, or a nursing hone |icensed

under chapter 400, Florida Statutes, and shall use existing

beds in the hospital or nursing hone. A child s placenent in

t he subacute pediatric transitional care center may not exceed
90 days.

(2) Wthin 60 days after the effective date of this
act, the agency nust anend the state Medicaid plan and request

any federal waivers necessary to inplenment and fund the pil ot

program
(3) The subacute pediatric transitional care center

nmust require level | background screening as provided in

chapter 435, Florida Statutes, for all enployees or

prospective enpl oyees of the center who are expected to, or

whose responsibilities may require themto, provide persona

care or services to children, have access to children's living

areas, or have access to children's funds or persona

property.
Section 4. (1) The subacute pediatric transitiona

care center nust have an advi sory board. Menbership on the

advi sory board nust include, but need not be limted to:

(a) A physician or an advanced registered nurse

practitioner who is familiar with services for nedically

fragile or nedical -technol ogy-dependent children

(b) A registered nurse who has experience in the care

of nedically fragile or nedical -technol ogy-dependent children

(c) A child devel opnent specialist who has experience

in the care of nedically fragile or

nedi cal -t echnol ogy- dependent children and their famlies;

(d) A social worker who has experience in the care of

nedically fragile or nedical -technol ogy- dependent children and

their famlies; and
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1 (e) A consuner representative who is a parent or

2| guardian of a child placed in the center

3 (2) The advisory board shall:

4 (a) Review the policy and procedure conponents of the
5] center to assure conformance with applicabl e standards

6 | devel oped by the Agency for Health Care Adninistration; and
7 (b) Provide consultation with respect to the

8 | operational and programmati c conponents of the center

9 Section 5. (1) The subacute pediatric transitiona

10| care center nust have witten policies and procedures

11 | governing the adm ssion, transfer, and di scharge of children
12 (2) The adnission of each child to the center nust be
13 | under the supervision of the center nursing adninistrator or
14 | his or her designhee, and nust be in accordance with the

15 ] center's policies and procedures.

16 (3) Each child admitted to the center shall be

17 | adnitted upon prescription of a prescribing physician or

18 | advanced regi stered nurse practitioner and the child shal

19 | renmmin under the care of the licensed primary physician or
20 | advanced registered nurse practitioner for the duration of his
21| or her stay in the center.
22 (4) Each child admitted to the center nust neet at
23| least the following criteria:
24 (a) The child nust be nedically fragile or
25 | nedi cal -t echnol ogy- dependent.
26 (b) The child may not, prior to adm ssion, present
27 | significant risk of infection to other children or personnel
28 | The nedical and nursing directors shall review, on a
29 | case-by-case basis, the condition of any child who is
30 | suspected of having an infectious disease to deternine whether
31| adni ssion is appropri ate.
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(c) The child nust be nedically stabilized and require

skilled nursing care or other interventions.

(5) If the child neets the criteria specified in

par agraphs (4)(a), (b), and (c), the nedical director or

nursing director of the center shall inplenent a preadni ssion

pl an that delineates services to be provided and appropriate

sources for such services.

(a) If the child is hospitalized at the tine of

referral, preadnission planning nust include the participation

of the child' s parent or guardi an and rel evant nedi cal

nursi ng, social services, and devel opnental staff to assure

that the hospital's discharge plans will be inpl enented

following the child' s placenent in the center

(b) A consent form outlining the purpose of the

center, famly responsibilities, authorized treatnent,

appropriate release of liability, and energency disposition

pl ans, nust be signed by the parent or guardi an and wi t nessed

before the child is admitted to the center. The parent or

guardi an shall be provided a copy of the consent form
Section 6. By January 1, 2003, the Agency for Health
Care Administration shall report to the Legislature concerning

the progress of the pilot program By January 1, 2004, the

agency shall subnit to the Legislature a report on the success

of the pilot program
Section 7. This act shall take effect October 1, 2002.

5

CODING:Words st+ieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




Florida Senate - 2002 CS for SB 484
317-1148A-02

STATEMENT OF SUBSTANTI AL CHANGES CONTAI NED | N
COW TTEE SUBSTI TUTE FOR
Senate Bill 484

The comm ttee substitute does not create a new form of

I'icensure for subacute pediatric prescribed extended

alternative care centers, but rather requires the A encY for

Heal th Care Admi nistration to conduct a StUdY of nedically
agi |l e and nedi cal -t echnol ogy-dependent children in the State

d”to conduct a pilot programfor a subacute pediatric

a

fr
an
transitional care center.
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