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Fl ori da House of Representatives - 2002 HB 505
By Representative Needel nan

A bill to be entitled
An act relating to | aw enforcenent; providing
for the consolidation of all sworn | aw
enforcenent positions in the state under the
Fl ori da Departnment of Law Enforcenent;
providing for the enforcenent of |aws affected
by the act; providing for a reviser's bill to
reflect changes adopted in the act; providing
an effective date.

VWHEREAS, the terrorist attacks on the World Trade
Center in New York City and the Pentagon in Washington, D.C.
on Septenber 11, 2001, have unfortunately accel erated persona
safety concerns of our citizens to ensure donestic
tranquility, maintain public order, and secure the bl essing of
Li berty to ourselves and our posterity, not only within the
boundari es of our nation, but especially within the
territorial boundaries of the State of Florida, and

VWHEREAS, on COctober 11, 2001, the CGovernor of the G eat
State of Florida, Governor Jeb Bush, executed Executive O der
#01- 300, by virtue of the authority vested in Article IV,
Section I (a) of the State Constitution and other applicable
| aws, del egated the Florida Departnent of Law Enforcenent
(FDLE) the operational authority to coordinate and direct |aw
enforcenent and other resources of all state agencies to take
precautions needed to protect the State of Florida from
terrorist acts, and

VWHEREAS, under further direction of Governor Bush, FDLE
was asked to do an assessnment of Florida's antiterrorism
capabilities in regard to enmergency services, human services,
infrastructure, and public information and awar eness, and
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1 VWHEREAS, this assessnent has identified areas in which
2| this state's preparedness can be enhanced, and has offered

3 | nunerous short-termand | ong-termreconmendations for

4 | consideration touching on various segnents of Florida,

5] including governnent, the private sector, and vol unt eer

6 | organi zati ons, and

7 VWHEREAS, this assessnent denonstrates the need for

8 | further inmrediate and sustained action to safeguard Florida's
9| well-being by recommendi ng neasures for inproving the existing
10 | erergency response framework, and to strengthen Florida's

11 ) antiterrorismstrategy regarding | aw enforcenent needs in

12 | equi pnent, training prograns, and execution protocols, and

13 WHEREAS, FDLE established Project @Quiding Principles in
14 | maki ng recommendations, including to validate and build on the
15| existing state conprehensive Energency Managenent Plan, to

16 | strengthen Florida's antiterrorism preparedness and

17 | prevention, to maxim ze invol venent of federal, state, and

18 | I ocal governnent, as well as appropriate private sector

19 | entities, and to inplenment reconmendati ons for inprovenent

20 | using existing regi onal FDLE/ DEM nodel s, and

21 VWHEREAS, FDLE identified and cited nine elenents: the
22 | inplenentation of regional antiterrorismtask forces, to

23| ensure all respondi ng personnel receive appropriate training,
24 | to obtain appropriate equi pnent for all response efforts, to
25 | enhance retrieving, storing, and sharing of vital intelligence
26 | and investigative information, to coordi nate comrunication, to
27 | enhance early warni ng response and recovery capabilities

28 | through proven and energing technol ogy for public safety

29 | agenci es, to enhance and expand prevention, regulation, and

30| statutory renedies to conbat terrorismand to address federa
31
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i ssues that would inprove state and national antiterrorism
efforts for action within the scope of |aw enforcenent, and

WHEREAS, these terrorist attacks on Septenber 11, 2001
have al so unfortunately accel erated and deepened a downturn in
t he national econony which has affected not only other
nati onal econonies around the world but also | ocal econom es
across this nation, especially the econom es of states like
Fl orida which are dependent upon tourismfor a significant
portion of their revenues, and

VWHEREAS, this econom c downturn has forced sone
busi nesses in the state and around the nation to downsi ze or
restructure to remain viable and this reduction or
restructuring has led to reeval uating organi zati ons and
organi zati onal settings, and

VHEREAS, this econonic downturn has |led to conconitant
reductions and restructuring in the public sector as well, and

WHEREAS, accordingly, it is the intent of the State of
Florida to join our fellowcitizens in this state to econom ze
whi |l e devel oping strategies that will ensure our citizens the
safety and protection, without violating the guaranteed equa
rights to all as ordained and established in our State
Constitution, and

WHEREAS, the Departnent of Agriculture provides an
i nval uabl e service for the citizens of Florida by protecting
food supplies and associated industries with only 200 sworn
| aw enforcenent officers available to acconplish this
responsibility, and

WHEREAS, the Departnent of Environnmental Protection
provides an inval uable service for the citizens of Florida by
ensuring the use, disbursenent, and destruction of dangerous
and deadly hazardous materials with only 131 sworn | aw
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enforcenent officers available to acconplish this
responsibility, and

WHEREAS, the Departnent of Business Regul ation, Alcoho
Beverage, provides an invaluable service for the citizens of
Fl orida by ensuring conpliance by al cohol and tobacco
manuf acturers, distributors, and retailers with applicable
laws and rules and to collect taxes and fees related to these
i ndustries with only 173 sworn | aw enforcenent officers
avail able to acconplish this responsibility, and

WHEREAS, the Departnent of H ghway Safety and Mt or
Vehi cl es provides an inval uable service for the citizens of
Fl orida by protecting our highways and our neans of safe
transportation with only 1,681 sworn | aw enforcenent officers
avail able to acconplish this responsibility, and

WHEREAS, the Florida Departnent of |nsurance, Division
of Insurance Fraud, provides an invaluable service for the
citizens of Florida by serving and safeguarding the public and
busi nesses operating in the State of Florida agai nst acts of
i nsurance fraud with only 109 sworn | aw enforcenent officers
avail able to acconplish this responsibility, and

WHEREAS, the Florida Departnent of Managenent Services,
Florida Capitol Police, provides an invaluable service for the
citizens of Florida by ensuring their protection, safety, and
wel fare while visiting and conducti ng business at our State
Capitol with only 45 sworn | aw enforcenent officers avail able
to acconplish this responsibility, and

WHEREAS, the Florida Departnent of Transportation,
Motor Carrier Conpliance, provides an inval uable service for
the citizens of Florida by keeping our commerce noving safely
and efficiently throughout our transportation corridors with
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only 200 sworn | aw enforcenent officers available to
acconplish this responsibility, and

VWHEREAS, the Florida Division of State Fire Marshal
Fire I nvestigation, provides an inval uable service for the
citizens of Florida by investigating and arresting individuals
who use fire, explosive, and other incinerative devices that
may cause harm and death with only 106 sworn | aw enf or cenent
of ficers available to acconplish this responsibility, and

VWHEREAS, the Florida Fish and Wl dlife Conservation
Conmmi ssi on have anpng its organi zati on sworn | aw enf or cenent
of ficers which provide an invaluable service for the citizens
of Florida by protecting our waterways, seaports, and
coastline as a first line of defense with only 330 sworn | aw
enforcenent officers available to acconplish this
responsibility, and

WHEREAS, the Florida Agricultural and Mechanica
University Police Departnent, the Florida @Qulf Coast
Uni versity Canpus Police and Safety, the Florida Internationa
University Public Safety Departnent, the Florida State
University - University Police Departnent, the Pensacol a
Junior College Police Departnent, the Santa Fe Conmmunity
Col l ege Police Departnent, the University of Florida
University Police Departnent, the University of North Florida
University Police Departnent, the University of South Florida
Canpus Police Departnent, and the University of West Florida
Pol i ce Departnent provide an inval uable service for Florida by
keeping from harm's way one of our nbst precious investnents,
over 5,000 students, with only 433 sworn | aw enf or cenent
of ficers available to acconplish this responsibility, and

VWHEREAS, in the best interest of the State of Fl orida,
t he conbi ning of these 3,408 sworn | aw enforcenent officers
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with the 389 sworn | aw enforcenent officers within the Florida
Departnent of Law Enforcenent will ensure and facilitate to
the citizens and visitors of the State of Florida, Florida's
conmitment and determnination to nove forward w th our
day-to-day lives with the assurance that ALL saf eguards have
been taken for the safety and wel|l-being of ALL our people,
NOW THEREFORE,

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Transfer of all sworn | aw enfor cenent

officers to Florida Departnent of Law Enforcenent. --

(1) Al sworn | aw enforcenment officer positions within

the Departnent of Agriculture and Consuner Services; the

Departnent of Environnental Protection; the Departnent of

Busi ness Regul ation, Florida Al cohol Beverage and Tobacco; the

Departnent of Hi ghway Safety and Mbdtor Vehicles; the

Departnent of |nsurance, Division of |nsurance Fraud; the

Depart nent of Managenent Services, Florida Capitol Police; the

Departnent of Transportation, H ghway Safety and Mdtor Vehicle

Carrier Conpliance; the Florida Division of State Fire Mrshal

Fire Investigation; the Florida Fish and Wldlife Conservation

Conmi ssion; the Florida Agricultural and Mechani cal University

Police; the Florida Atlantic University Police Departnent; the

Florida @Qulf Coast University Canpus Police and Safety; the

Florida International University Public Safety Departnent; the

Florida State University - University Police Departnent; the

Pensacol a Juni or College Police Departnent; the Santa Fe

Community Coll ege Police Departnent; the University of Central

Florida University Police Departnent; the University of

Florida University Police Departnent; the University of North
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Florida University Police Departnent; the University of South

Fl orida Canpus Police Departnent; the University of Wst

Florida Police Departnent; the Division of Blind Services; the

Parks Police; and all nedical officer positions within the

Agency for Health Care Administration that are sworn | aw

enforcenent officer positions are hereby transferred by a type

two transfer as described in s. 20.06, Florida Statutes, to

the Florida Departnent of Law Enforcenent which shall be
conpleted by July 1, 2003.
(2) No nore than 10 percent of nmmnagenent |evel

positions shall be transferred fromthe transferring agency to

the Florida Departnent of Law Enforcenent. Any nmnagenent

position in excess of the 10 percent cap shall be elinm nated

in the transfer to the Florida Departnent of Law Enforcenent.

Section 2. Enforcenent of |aws.--Notw thstandi ng any

other provision of lawto the contrary, any law, rule,

regul ati on, or ordinance, which was subject to enforcenent on

June 30, 2003, by a |l aw enforcenent officer transferred to the

Fl ori da Departnent of Law Enforcenent by this act shall be

enforced by a | aw enforcenent officer within the Departnent of

Law Enf or cenent .

Section 3. Reviser's bill to reflect transferred

positions.--The Statutory Revision and |Indexing D vision shal

prepare a reviser's bill for introduction in the 2004 Regul ar

Session of the Florida Legislature reflecting the transfer of

positions as described in section 1 of this act to refer to

the Florida Departnent of Law Enforcenent whenever necessary

within the Florida Statutes. The division shall consult with

conmmittees in the House of Representatives and the Senate in

preparing such a reviser's bill
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Section 4. This act shall take effect upon becoming a
| aw.
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HOUSE SUMVARY

Provi des for the consolidation of all sworn | aw
enforcenent officers within the Florida Departnent of Law
Enforcenent. See bill for details.
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