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By the. Committees on Health & Human Services ]
propriations, Colleges & Universities and Representatives
W aEn, BT e RnalBh ok e Ut oD Kahon G T
(Addi tional Sponsors on Last Printed Page)
1 Abill to be entitled
2 An act relating to nursing shortage sol utions;
3 providing a short title; amending s. 240. 4075,
4 F.S., relating to the Nursing Student Loan
5 For gi veness Program revising provisions
6 relating to | oan repaynent; providing a
7 restriction on participation in the program
8 anmendi ng s. 240.4076, F.S., relating to the
9 Nur si ng Schol arshi p Program revising
10 eligibility provisions; revising provisions
11 relating to repaynent of a schol arshi p under
12 certain circunstances; deleting obsolete
13 | anguage; creating the Sunshi ne Wrkforce
14 Solutions Grant Program providing for grants
15 to fund the establishnent of exploratory
16 prograns in nursing or prograns of study in
17 nursing in the public schools; providing
18 requi rements and procedures for application and
19 sel ection; anmending s. 464.009, F.S.; revising
20 provisions relating to eligibility for
21 | icensure by endorsenent to practice
22 prof essional or practical nursing; providing
23 for future repeal; anmending s. 464.019, F. S
24 revising rulemaking authority of the Board of
25 Nursing relating to approval of nursing
26 prograns; exenpting certain nursing prograns
27 fromcertain board rules under certain
28 ci rcunstances; requiring board review of a
29 nursi ng program under certain circunstances;
30 providing an appropriation to the Departnent of
31 Health to provide grants to hospitals for nurse
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1 retention and recruitnment activities; requiring

2 mat chi ng of appropriated funds; providing for

3 rules; providing eligibility criteria;

4 providing an effective date.

5

6| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

7

8 Section 1. This act may be cited as the "Nursing

9 | Shortage Sol ution Act."

10 Section 2. Subsections (5) through (11) of section

11| 240. 4075, Florida Statutes, are renunbered as subsections (6)
12 | through (12), respectively, subsection (4) is anmended, and a
13 | new subsection (5) is added to said section, to read:

14 240. 4075 Nursing Student Loan Forgi veness Program --
15 (4) Fromthe funds available, the Departnent of Health
16 | may nmke | oan principal repaynents of up to $4,000 a year for
17 | up to 4 years on behalf of selected graduates of an accredited
18 | or approved nursing program All repaynents shall be

19 | conti ngent upon continued proof of enploynment in the

20 | designated facilities in this state and shall be nade directly
21| to the holder of the Ioan. The state shall bear no

22 | responsibility for the collection of any interest charges or
23 | other remmining balance. In the event that the designhated

24 | facilities are changed, a nurse shall continue to be eligible
25| for loan forgiveness as |long as he or she continues to work in
26 | the facility for which the original |oan repaynent was made

27 | and otherwi se neets all conditions of eligibility. Reeeipt—of
28 | tunds—pursuant—to—this—programshaH—be—econrtingent—upon

29 | eontinued—proof—of—enptoyrent—in—the—destghated—TFacitties—in
30 | this—state—toan—prinectpa—payrents——shatH—berade—by—the

31 | Pepartrent—of—Health—direetty—tothefederal—or—stateprograns
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(5) Students receiving a nursing schol arshi p pursuant

to s. 240.4076 are not eligible to participate in the Nursing

St udent Loan Forgi veness Program
Section 3. Subsections (2), (3), and (6) and
paragraphs (c) and (d) of subsection (4) of section 240. 4076,

Fl ori da Statutes, are anended to read

240. 4076 Nursing schol arship program --

(2) A scholarship applicant shall be enrolled as—a
foH—tire—or—part—tine—student i n the—upper—division—oef an

approved nursing programleading to the award of an associate

degree, a baccal aureate degree, or a graduate degree te

of—an—associate—degree i n nursi ng.
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1 (3) A scholarship may be awarded for no nore than 2

2| years, in an anmount not to exceed $8,000 per year. However,

3| registered nurses pursuing a graduate degree for a faculty

4| position or to practice as an advanced regi stered nurse

5| practitioner nay receive up to $12,000 per year. Beginning

6 | Juby—31—3998,-These anounts shall be adjusted by the anpunt of
7 | increase or decrease in the consuner price index for urban

8 | consuners published by the United States Departnent of

9 | Comer ce.

10 (4) Credit for repaynent of a scholarship shall be as
11 | fol |l ows:

12 (c) Any recipient who does not conplete an appropriate
13 | program of studies or who does not becone |licensed is

14 | responsible for repaying the entire anount of the schol arship
15| plus interest. Repaynent schedul es and applicabl e interest

16 | rates shall be determined by rules of the State Board of

17 | Educati on under ss. 240.451 and 240. 465 shatH—repay—to—the

18 | Bepartrent—of—Heatth—on—asechedule—tobe—determnedby—the
19 | departrent—the—enti+re—arount—of—the—sechotarship—ptus—18
20 | percent—interest—acerding—fromthe—date—of—the——sehotarship
21 | paywrent. Mboneys repaid shall be deposited into the Nursing
22 | Student Loan Forgi veness Trust Fund established in s.
23| 240. 4075. However, the departnment nay provide additional tine
24 | for repaynment if the departnent finds that circunstances
25 | beyond the control of the recipient caused or contributed to
26 | the default.
27 (d) Any recipient who does not accept enpl oynent as a
28 | nurse at an approved health care facility or who does not
29 | conplete 12 nont hs of approved enpl oynent for each year of
30 | schol arshi p assistance received is responsi ble for repaying
31| the entire anount of the scholarship plus interest. Repaynent
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schedul es and applicable interest rates shall be deternined by
rules of the State Board of Education under ss. 240.451 and

240. 465 shatH——repay—to—thebepartrent—of—Heatth—an—amount
I . I . ey hol " I
. . : I I ey hol "
I . " e . vt
et I e F . I I
rectprent—s—constdered—t+o—be—+n—-defautt. However, the

departnment may provide additional time for repaynent if the

departnment finds that circunstances beyond the control of the
reci pient caused or contributed to the default.

(6) The Departnent of Health shall adopt rul es,
including rules to address extraordinary circunstances that
may cause a recipient to default on either the schoo
enrol | rent or enploynent contractual agreement, to inplenent

this section anrt—ay—soHci-t—technteal—assistance—+etatingto
the—conduet—of—thi-s—programf+rom-theDbepartrent—of—Heatth

Section 4. Sunshi ne Wrkforce Sol uti ons G ant

Program - -
(1) The Legislature recogni zes the need for schoo

districts to be able to respond to critical workforce

shortages in nursing. The Sunshi ne Wrkforce Sol utions G ant

Programis created to provide grants to school districts on a

conpetitive basis to fund all or sone of the costs associ ated

with establishing an exploratory programin nursing at the

m ddl e school |evel or a conprehensive career and technical

education programw thin a high school that provides a program

of study in nursing that will provide a seanless transition to

appropri ate postsecondary education or enpl oynent.

(a) A conprehensive career and techni cal education

programwi thin a high school that provides a program of study
5
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1|in nursing nust be certified or endorsed by the Florida Board
2] of Nursing to ensure that all conponents of the program are

3| relevant and appropriate to prepare the student for further

4 | education and enpl oynent in nursing.

5 (b) For career and technical education prograns in

6 | which high school credit is articulated to a rel ated

7 | postsecondary education program there nust be an articul ation
8 | agreenent that ensures seanless transition fromone |level to
9| the next without a loss of credit for the student.

10 (c) Participation in work-based | earni ng experi ences,
11| as defined in rule by the Departnent of Education, shall be
12 | required in career and technical education programs at the

13 | hi gh school |evel.

14 (2) Funds awarded for a Sunshi ne Wrkforce Sol utions
15| Gant nay be used for instructional equi pnent, |aboratory

16 | equi pnent, supplies, personnel, student services, or other

17 | expenses associated with the devel opnent of a programin

18 | nursi ng.

19 (3) The Departnent of Education shall accept
20 | applications fromniddl e schools and high schools for grants
21 | under the Sunshi ne Workforce Sol utions Gant Program
22 (a) Applications shall contain projected enrollnents
23| and projected costs for the Sunshine Wrkforce Sol utions
24 | G ants.
25 (b) Schools shall be sel ected based on existing
26 | infrastructure that would ensure success of the program The
27 | departnent shall consider statew de geographi c di sbursenent of
28 | grant funds in ranking the applications.
29 (c) Methods for evaluating the success of the grant
30| program including student recruitnment, retention, and program
31| conpletion, nust be included in the application
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Section 5. Subsection (1) of section 464.009, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

464. 009 Licensure by endorsenent. --

(1) The departnent shall issue the appropriate |license
by endorsenent to practice professional or practical nursing
to an applicant who, upon applying to the departnent and
remitting a fee set by the board not to exceed $100,
denonstrates to the board that he or she:

(a) Holds a valid license to practice professional or
practical nursing in another state or territory of the United

States, provided that, when the applicant secured his or her
original license, the requirenents for |licensure were
substantially equivalent to or nore stringent than those
existing in Florida at that tine; eor

(b) Meets the qualifications for licensure in s.
464. 008 and has successfully conpleted a state, regional, or
nati onal exanination which is substantially equivalent to or
nore stringent than the exam nation given by the departnent;
or

(c) Has actively practiced nursing in another state or

territory of the United States for 2 of the preceding 3 years

wi thout having his or her license acted agai nst by the

licensing authority of any jurisdiction. Applicants who

becone licensed pursuant to this paragraph nust conplete

within 6 nonths after licensure a Florida | aws and rul es

course that is approved by the board. Once the departnent has

received the results of the national crininal history check

and has determned that the applicant has no crinminal history,

the appropriate |license by endorsenent shall be issued to the

applicant. This paragraph is repealed July 1, 2004, unless

reenacted by the Legi sl ature.
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Section 6. Subsection (2) of section 464.019, Florida
Statutes, is anended, and subsections (6) and (7) are added to
sai d section, to read:

464. 019 Approval of nursing prograns. --

(2)(a) The board shall adopt rules, applicable to

initial review and conditional approval of a program

regardi ng educational objectives, faculty qualifications,
curriculum gui delines, administrative procedures, and clinica
training. An applicant institution shall conply with such

rules in order to obtain conditional programapproval. No

program shall be considered fully approved, nor shall any

program be exenpted from such rules, prior to the graduation

of the programis first class.

(b) The board shall adopt rul es regardi ng educati ona

obj ectives and curricul umgui delines as are necessary to grant

full approval to a programand to ensure that fully approved

prograns graduate nurses capable of conpetent practice under
this part. Rul es regardi ng educati onal objectives shal

consi der student attrition rate standards, availability of

qualified faculty, and appropriate clinical training

facilities. However, the board shall adopt no rule that

prohibits a qualified institution fromplacing a student in a

facility for clinical experience, regardl ess of whether nore

than one nursing programis using the sane facility for

clinical experience.

(c) The board shall adopt rul es governing probation

suspension, and termination status of prograns that fail to

conply with the standards of this part.

(d) The board shall not adopt any rule linmiting the

nunber of students adnitted to a nursing program provided

appropriate faculty-to-student ratios are maintai ned, and
8
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1| provided the board shall not enact any changes to

2| faculty-to-student ratios prior to 2004.

3 (6) Any nursing programthat maintains accreditation

4 | through a nursing accrediting body recogni zed by the United

5| States Departnent of Education shall be exenpt fromthe rul es
6 | of the board except as provided in paragraph (2)(b), provided
7 | such exenption shall apply only to the extent the program

8 | mintains a student pass rate on the National Cinica

9| Licensure Exani nation of not |ess than 10 percentage points
10 | bel ow the nati onal average pass rate as reported annually by
11| the National Council of State Boards of Nursing.

12 (7) |If an institution's passing rate on the Nationa

13| dinical Licensure Exam nation drops bel ow the standard

14 | established in subsection (6) for 2 consecutive years, the

15 | program nust be revi ewed by the board. The board may take

16 | action to assist the programto return to conpliance. Any

17 | program having its approval rescinded shall have the right to
18 | reapply.

19 Section 7. (1) There is hereby appropriated fromthe
20 | General Revenue Fund to the Department of Health for fisca
21 | year 2002-2003 the sumof $1 nmillion. Mneys in this
22 | appropriation shall be used by the Departnent of Health to
23 | provide grants to hospitals for nurse retention and
24 | out-of-state recruitnent activities during the 2002-2003
25| fiscal year. These nobneys are subject to a one-for-one match
26 | from hospitals.
27 (2) The Departnent of Health shall accept requests for
28 | grants under this section beginning July 1, 2002. The
29 | departnent shall determ ne grant amounts begi nni ng Decenber 1
30| 2002, once the anpbunt of the appropriation in subsection (1)
31| that has been natched by additional noneys is determ ned and
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1| the departnent can determ ne the anobunt of grant npneys

2 | avail abl e.

3 (3) The Departnent of Health shall by rule, pursuant
4] to ss. 120.536(1) and 120.54, Florida Statutes, adopt criteria
5] for grant awards. |In addition to other criteria, the

6 | departnent shall require that a hospital have experienced an
7 | average vacancy rate of 20 percent or nobre anbng nursing

8 | positions during the preceding 12 nonths. If the anpunt

9| available for distribution is | ess than the aggregate anpunt
10| of requests that neet the departnent's criteria, the

11 | departnent shall provide grants on a pro rata basis.

12 Section 8. This act shall take effect upon becoming a
13 | I aw

14

15
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18 ADDI TI ONAL SPONSORS
;3 Cusack, Bowen, Maygarden, Garcia, Gannon, Farkas, Needel nan
21 and Rich
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
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