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HB 525, First Engrossed

Abill to be entitled
An act relating to chronic diseases; creating
s. 385.210, F.S.; creating the "Arthritis
Preventi on and Education Act"; providing
| egi slative findings; providing purposes;
directing the Departnent of Health to establish
an arthritis prevention and education program
requiring the departnent to conduct a needs
assessnent; providing for establishnment of an
advi sory panel on arthritis; providing for
i mpl erentation of a public awareness effort;
providing for funding through contributions;
directing the Secretary of Health to seek
federal waivers as necessary to naxinize
federal funding; establishing a Prostate Cancer
Awar eness Program within the Departnment of
Heal t h; specifying purpose, activities,
adm ni stration, and funding sources for the
progranm creating a prostate cancer advisory
comm ttee; providing for appointnment of
nmenbers; providing for reinbursenent of
expenses; providing an effective date.

WHEREAS, prostate cancer is the nbost comon type of

cancer and the second | eadi ng cause of death from cancer anopng
men in the United States and in Florida, and

VWHEREAS, an estimated 198,100 nen in the United States
wi || have been di agnosed with prostate cancer in 2001, 15, 000

of themresidents of Florida, and
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VWHEREAS, an estimated 31,500 nen in the United States
will have died fromprostate cancer in 2001, 2,400 of them
resi dents of Florida, and

WHEREAS, Florida has both the second hi ghest nunber of
new cases of prostate cancer and the second hi ghest nunber of
deaths from prostate cancer in the United States, and

WHEREAS, the risk of being diagnhosed with prostate
cancer is higher anong elderly nen, and Florida has a high
percentage of elderly nmen conpared to other states, and

WHEREAS, African-Anerican nen have a 50-percent hi gher
risk of being diagnosed with prostate cancer and are nore than
twice as likely to die fromthe di sease than Caucasi an nen
but are less likely to be screened for the disease, and

WHEREAS, 74 percent of all prostate cancer anbng
African-Anerican nen is detected at | ocal and regional sites;
however, the 5-year survival rate drops to 30 percent when
prostate cancer has spread to distant sites, and

WHEREAS, the risk of being diagnhosed with prostate
cancer is 50 percent higher anong nen with a fanmly history of
prostate cancer, and

WHEREAS, the 5-year survival rate for nen who have
prostate cancer diagnosed at an early stage is 95 percent
conpared to 34 percent when diagnosis occurs at a | ate stage,
and 68 percent of non-Caucasian nen with prostate cancer in
Florida are diagnosed at an early stage conpared to 75 percent
of Caucasi an nen, NOW THEREFORE

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Section 385.210, Florida Statutes, is
created to read
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385.210 Arthritis prevention and education. - -
(1) SHORT TITLE.--This act may be cited as the
"Arthritis Prevention and Education Act."

(2) LEG SLATIVE FINDINGS. --The Legislature finds the
fol | owi ng:

(a) Arthritis enconpasses nore than 100 di seases and

conditions that affect joints, the surrounding tissues, and

ot her connective tissues.

(b) Arthritis is the |eading cause of disability in

the United States, limting daily activities for nore than 7

mllion citizens.

(c) This disease has a significant inpact on quality

of life, not only for the individual who experiences its

pai nful synptons and resulting disability, but also for fanly

nenbers and caregi vers

(d) There are enornous econonic and social costs

associated with treating arthritis and its conplications,

which are estimated at alnost $80 billion annually in the
United States.
(e) Currently, the challenge exists to ensure delivery

of effective, but often underutilized, interventions that are

necessary in the prevention or reduction of arthritis-rel ated

pain and disability.

(f) Although there exists a large quantity of public

i nformation about arthritis, including prograns that can

dramatically inpact early diagnosis and treatnent as well as

the quality of life of people with arthritis, such information

renmai ns i nadequately di ssem nated and i nsufficient in

addressing the needs of specific diverse popul ati ons and ot her

under served groups.
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(g) The Arthritis Foundation, Florida Chapter, the
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, and the

Associ ation of State and Territorial Health O ficials have | ed

t he devel opnent of a public health strategy, the Nationa

Arthritis Action Plan, to respond to this chall enge.

(h) Educating the public and the health care community

t hroughout the state about this devastating di sease is of

par anount inportance and is in every respect in the public

interest and to the benefit of all residents of the state.
(3) PURPCSES. --The purposes of this section are to:
(a) Create and foster a statew de programthat

pronmotes public awareness and increases knowl edge about the

causes of arthritis, the inportance of early diagnhosis and

appropri ate nanagenent, effective prevention strategies, and

pai n preventi on and nmanagenent.

(b) Devel op knowl edge and enhance under st andi ng of

arthritis by disseninating educational materials and

information on research results, services provided, and

strategies for prevention and education to patients, health

prof essionals, and the public.

(c) Establish a solid scientific base of know edge on

the prevention of arthritis and related disabilities through

surveillance, epideniology, and prevention research

(d) Uilize educational and training resources and

servi ces devel oped by organi zations with appropriate expertise

and knowl edge of arthritis and to use avail able technica

assi st ance.
(e) Evaluate the need for inproving the quality and

accessibility of existing community-based arthritis services.

(f) Heighten awareness anpong state and |l ocal health

and human services officials, health professionals and
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providers, and policynakers about the prevention, detection,

and treatnent of arthritis.

(g) |Inplenent and coordi nate state and | ocal prograns

and services to reduce the public health burden of arthritis.

(h) Provide lasting inprovenents in the delivery of

health care for individuals with arthritis and their famli es,

thus inproving their quality of |life while al so containing

health care costs.
(4) ARTHRITI S PREVENTI ON AND EDUCATI ON PROGRAM - -
(a) Programestablishnent.--To the extent that funds

are specifically made avail able for this purpose, the

Departnent of Health shall establish, pronbte, and maintain an

arthritis prevention and education programto raise public

awar eness, educate consuners, and educate and train health

prof essi onal s, teachers, and hunan services providers, and for

ot her purposes as provided in this section.

(b) Needs assessnent.--The departnent shall conduct a

needs assessnent to identify:

1. Epidenmiological and other research on arthritis

bei ng conducted within the state.

2. Avail able technical assistance and educati ona

materials and prograns on arthritis nationwide and within the

state.
3. The level of public and professional awareness of

arthritis.
4. The needs of people with arthritis, their famli es,

and car egi vers.

5. The educational and support service needs of health

care providers, including physicians, nurses, managed care

organi zations, and other health care providers, relating to

arthritis.
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6. The services available to persons with arthritis.

7. The existence of arthritis treatnent,

sel f - managenent, physical activity, and ot her education

pr ogr ans.
8. The existence of rehabilitation services for people

with arthritis.

(c) Advisory panel on arthritis.--The departnent shal

establi sh and coordi nate an advi sory panel on arthritis to

provi de nongovernnental input regarding the arthritis

prevention and educati on program Menbership shall include,

but is not linmited to, persons with arthritis, public health

educators, nedical experts on arthritis, providers of

arthritis health care, persons know edgeable in health

pronmotion and education, and representatives of nationa

arthritis organi zations and their |ocal chapters.

(d) Public awareness.--The departnent shall use, but

is not limted to, strategies consistent with the Nationa

Arthritis Action Plan and existing state planning efforts to

rai se public awareness and know edge on the causes and nature

of arthritis, personal risk factors, the val ue of prevention

and early detection, ways to nmininize preventable pain, and

options for diagnosing and treating the disease.
(5) FUNDI NG - -
(a) Contributions.--The Secretary of Health may accept

grants, services, and property fromthe Federal Governnent,

foundati ons, organi zations, nedical schools, and other

entities as nmay be available for the purposes of fulfilling

the obligations of this program

(b) Federal waivers.--The secretary shall seek any

federal waiver or waivers that may be necessary to naxinize

funds fromthe Federal Government to inplenent this program
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1 Section 2. Prostate Cancer Awareness Program --
2 (1) This section may be cited as the "Prostate Cancer
3 | Awareness Act of 2002."
4 (2) To the extent that funds are specifically made
5] available for this purpose, the Prostate Cancer Awar eness
6| Programis established within the Departnent of Health. The
7 | purpose of this programis to inplenent the January 2000
8 | recommendati ons of the Florida Prostate Cancer Task Force to
9 | provide statew de outreach and health education activities to
10 | ensure that nen are aware of and appropriately seek nedica
11| counseling for prostate cancer as an early detection health
12 | care neasure
13 (3) The programshall utilize known effective
14 | strategies that may include, but are not limted to, radio and
15| tel evision adverti senents, newspaper articles and feature
16 | stories, community education outreach prograns, peer education
17 | strategies, brochures, posters, videos, and conputer-based
18 | resources.
19 (4) For purposes of inplenenting the program the
20 | Departnent of Health may:
21 (a) Conduct activities directly or enter into a
22 | contract with a qualified nonprofit comunity education
23 | entity.
24 (b) Seek any available gifts, grants, or funds from
25| the state, the Federal Governnent, philanthropic foundations,
26 | and i ndustry or busi ness groups.
27 (5) A prostate cancer advisory committee is created to
28 | advi se and assist the Departnent of Health in inplenenting the
29 | program
30 (a) The Secretary of Health shall appoint the advisory
31| commttee nenbers, who shall consist of:
7
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1 1. Three persons from prostate cancer survivor groups
2| or cancer-rel ated advocacy groups.
3 2. Three persons who are scientists or clinicians from
4 | public universities or research organi zati ons.
5 3. Three persons who are practicing cancer nedica
6 | specialists fromhealth organi zations with a commtnent to
7 | cancer research and control
8 4., One person who has health education and soci al
9 | marketi ng experi ence.
10 (b) Menbers shall serve without conpensation, but my,
11 | pursuant to s. 112.061, Florida Statutes, receive
12 | rei nbursenent for per diemand travel expenses incurred in the
13 | perfornmance of their official duties.
14 Section 3. This act shall take effect July 1, 2002.
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
8

CODING:Words st+ieken are del etions; words underlined are additions.




