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By Senator Silver

38-167B- 02
1 Abill to be entitled
2 An act relating to firesafety standards for
3 educational and ancillary plants and
4 educational facilities; anmending s. 235. 06,
5 F.S.; requiring the State Fire Marshal to adopt
6 uni form standards as provided in s.
7 633.922(1)(b), F.S.; providing for enforcenment
8 and admini stration of such standards by | oca
9 fire officials; prescribing conditions for
10 conducting firesafety inspections; prescribing
11 duties of local fire officials in providing a
12 pl an of action and a schedule for correction of
13 deficiencies; requiring the State Fire Marsha
14 to adopt and adm nister rules prescribing
15 speci fied standards for the safety and health
16 of occupants of educational and ancillary
17 pl ants; anmending s. 633.01, F.S.; requiring the
18 State Fire Marshal to adopt and admi nister
19 rul es prescribing standards for the safety and
20 heal th of occupants of educational and
21 ancillary facilities as specified; anending s.
22 633.022, F.S.; conform ng provisions; providing
23 an effective date.
24
25| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
26
27 Section 1. Section 235.06, Florida Statutes, is
28 | anended to read:
29 235.06 Casualty, safety, ang sanitation, and
30| firesafety standards and i nspection of property.--The
31 Conmi ssioner of Education shall adopt and administer rules
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1| prescribing standards for the safety and health of occupants
2 | of educational and ancillary plants as a part of the State

3| UniformBuilding Code for Public Educational Facilities

4| Construction as provided in s. 235.26, except that the State
5| Fire Marshal shall adopt uniformfiresafety standards for

6 | educational and ancillary plants and educational facilities,
7] as provided in s. 633.022(1)(b), which shall be adm nistered
8 | and enforced by local fire official s the—previstons—of—chapter
9 | 633—tothe—contrarynotw-thstanding. These standards nust be
10 | used by all public agencies when inspecting public educationa
11 ) and ancillary plants, and the firesafety standards nust be

12 | used by local fire officials when perforning firesafety

13 | inspections of public educational and ancillary plants and

14 | educational facilities. In accordance with such standards,

15| each board shall prescribe policies and procedures

16 | establishing a conprehensive program of safety and sanitation
17 | for the protection of occupants of public educational and

18 | ancillary plants. Such policies nmust contain procedures for
19 | periodic inspections as prescribed herein and for w thdrawal
20 | of any educational and ancillary plant, or portion thereof,
21| fromuse until unsafe or unsanitary conditions are corrected
22 | or renoved.

23 (1) PERIODI C | NSPECTI ON OF PROPERTY BY THE BOARD. - -
24 (a) Each board shall provide for periodic inspection,
25| other than firesafety inspection, of each educational and

26 | ancillary plant at |east once during each fiscal year to

27 | determ ne conpliance with standards of sanitation and casualty
28 | safety prescribed in the rules of the com ssioner

29 (b) Firesafety inspections of each educational and

30| ancillary plant nust be nade annual ly by persons certified by
31| the Division of State Fire Marshal to be eligible to conduct
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firesafety inspections in public educational and ancillary
pl ants. The board shall subnit a copy of the firesafety

i nspection report to the State Fire Marshal and, if there is a

local fire official who conducts firesafety inspections, to

the local fire official

(c) In each firesafety inspection report, the board
shall include a plan of action and a schedule for the
correction of each deficiency which have been fornulated in

consultation with the local fire control authority. If

imediate |ife-threatening deficiencies are noted in any

i nspection, the board shall either take action to pronptly
correct the deficiencies or withdraw the educational or
ancillary plant fromuse until such tinme as the deficiencies
are corrected.

(2) 1 NSPECTI ON OF EDUCATI ONAL PROPERTY BY OTHER PUBLI C
AGENCI ES. - -

(a) A safety or sanitation inspection of any
educational or ancillary plant may be made at any tine by the
Departnent of Education or any other state or |ocal agency
aut hori zed or required to conduct such inspections by either
general or special law. Each agency conducting inspections
shal | use the standards adopted by the Conmi ssioner of
Education in lieu of, and to the exclusion of, any other
i nspection standards prescribed either by statute or

adm ni strative rul e—the——provisitons—of—chapter—633—to—the
contrary—notwi-thstanding. The agency shall subnit a copy of

the inspection report to the board.
(b) One firesafety inspection of each educational or

ancillary plant nust be conducted each fiscal year by the

county, nmunicipality, or special fire control district in

which the plant is |ocated using the standards adopted by the
3
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State Fire Marshal. The board shall cooperate with the

i nspecting authority when a firesafety inspection is nmade by a

governnental authority under this paragraph

(c) In each firesafety inspection report, the |oca

fire official in conjunction with the board shall include a

pl an of action and a schedule for the correction of each

deficiency. If inmmediate life-threatening deficiencies are

noted in any inspection, the local fire official shall either
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take action to require the board to pronptly correct the
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deficiencies or withdraw the educational facility from use
until the deficiencies are corrected. traddit+iontoe—school
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18 (3) CORRECTI VE ACTI ON; DEFI Cl ENCI ES OTHER THAN

19 | FI RESAFETY DEFI Cl ENCI ES. - - Upon failure of the board to take
20| corrective action within a reasonable tine, the agency making
21| the inspection, other than a local fire official,my request
22 | the conmi ssioner to:

23 (a) Oder that appropriate action be taken to correct
24 | all deficiencies in accordance with a schedul e deternined

25| jointly by the inspecting authority and the board; in

26 | devel opi ng the schedul e, consideration nust be given to the
27 | seriousness of the deficiencies and the ability of the board
28 | to obtain the necessary funds; or

29 (b) After 30 cal endar days' notice to the board, order
30| all or a portion of the educational or ancillary plant

31 | withdrawn fromuse until the deficiencies are corrected.
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1 (4) CORRECTI VE ACTI ON; FI RESAFETY DEFI Cl ENCI ES. - - Upon
2| failure of the board to take corrective action within the tine
3| designated in the plan of action to correct any firesafety

4 | deficiency noted under paragraph (1)(c) or paragraph (2)(c),

5] the local fire official shall imrediately report the

6| deficiency to the State Fire Marshal, who shall have

7 | enforcenent authority with respect to educational and

8| ancillary plants and educational facilities as provided in

9| chapter 633 for any other building or structure.

10 (5) ADDI TI ONAL STANDARDS. --1n addition to any other

11 | rul es adopted under this section or s. 633.022, the State Fire
12 | Marshal shall adopt and administer rules prescribing the

13| followi ng standards for the safety and health of occupants of
14 | educational and ancillary plants:

15 (a) The designation of serious life-safety hazards,

16 | including, but not limted to, nonfunctional fire alarm

17 | systens, nonfunctional fire sprinkler systens, doors with

18 | padl ocks or other |ocks or devices that preclude egress at any
19 | tine, inadequate exits, hazardous el ectrical system

20| conditions, potential structural failure, and storage

21| conditions that create a fire hazard. O her conditions may be
22 | identified as serious by the inspection authority.

23 (b) The proper placenent of functional snobke and heat
24 | detectors and accessi ble, unexpired fire extingui shers.

25 (c) The maintenance of fire doors w thout doorstops or
26 | wedges i nproperly hol di ng them open

27 Section 2. Subsection (7) is added to section 633.01
28| Florida Statutes, to read

29 633.01 State Fire Marshal; powers and duties; rules.--
30 (7) The State Fire Marshal shall adopt and admi ni ster
31| rules prescribing standards for the safety and heal th of
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occupants of educational and ancillary facilities pursuant to
ss. 633.022, 235.06, and 235. 26.

Section 3. Paragraph (b) of subsection (1) of section
633.022, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

633.022 Uniformfiresafety standards.--The Legislature

hereby determines that to protect the public health, safety,
and welfare it is necessary to provide for firesafety

st andards governing the construction and utilization of
certain buildings and structures. The Legislature further
determ nes that certain buildings or structures, due to their
speci alized use or to the special characteristics of the
person utilizing or occupying these buildings or structures,
shoul d be subject to firesafety standards reflecting these
speci al needs as mmy be appropriate.

(1) The Departnent of Insurance shall establish
uniformfiresafety standards that apply to:

(b) Al new, existing, and proposed hospitals, nursing
hones, assisted living facilities, adult fam |y-care hones,
correctional facilities, public schools, transient public
| odgi ng establishnents, public food service establishnents,
el evators, mgrant |abor canps, nobile hone parks, | odging
parks, recreational vehicle parks, recreational canps,
residential and nonresidential child care facilities,
facilities for the devel opnental |y disabled, notion picture
and tel evision special effects productions, and sel f-service
gasoline stations, of which standards the State Fire Marsha

is the final adnministrative interpreting authority. Wth
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In the event there is a dispute between the owners of the
bui | di ngs specified in paragraph (b) and a |ocal authority
requiring a nore stringent uniformfiresafety standard for
sprinkler systenms, the State Fire Marshal shall be the fina
admnistrative interpreting authority and the State Fire
Marshal's interpretation regarding the uniformfiresafety
standards shall be considered final agency action

Section 4. This act shall take effect July 1, 2002.
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SENATE SUMVARY

Requires the State Fire Marshal . to adopt uniform
firesafety standards for educational and ancillary plants
and educational facilities. Provides for enforcengnt and
admi nistration of such standards. by local fire officials.
Spec ifies conditions for conductlnP flresafety

i nspections. Prescribes duties of local firesafety
officials in providing a plan_of action and a schedul e

or correcting deficiéencies. Requires the State Fire
Marshal to adopt and adm nister rul es prescribing

speC|f|ed standards_for the safety and health of
occupants of educational and ancillary plants and
educational facilities.
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