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Fl ori da House of Representatives - 2002 HB 555
By Representative Joyner

A bill to be entitled
An act relating to reading instruction;
providing | egislative intent regarding required
readi ng instruction; requiring each public
el enentary school to devel op and i npl enent
prograns for reading and literacy devel opnent
in kindergarten through grade 5; requiring the
Departnent of Education to provide technical
support; providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Required reading instruction in

ki ndergarten through grade 5. --

(1) The Legislature recognizes that reading is a ngjor

foundational skill for all school -based |learning. It further

recogni zes the inportance of instruction in reading in prinmary

grades to inprove a student's acadenm c perfornmance. The public

schools of this state have successfully i nproved student

perfornmance by increasing the nunber of instructional hours

spent on reading in the primary grades. Engagi ng students in

| earni ng through curriculumthat enphasi zes reading offers the

addi ti onal benefits of reducing disciplinary problens and

di mi ni shing the need for social pronption of students who have

not | earned to read.

(2) To encourage local control in the deternination of

reading and |iteracy devel opment prograns, each public

el enmentary school shall devel op and i npl enent an appropriately

desi gned reading programto include daily reading and literacy

devel opnent in kindergarten through grade 5.
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1 (3) Each public elenentary school shall devote a

2| locally deternined anount of tine each day to readi ng and

3| literacy devel opnent in kindergarten through grade 5.

4 (4) The Departnent of Education shall provide

5| techni cal support and gui dance to any public el enentary schoo

6 | that requests assistance pertaining to the inplenentation of

7| this section.

8 Section 2. This act shall take effect July 1, 2002.
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15 Departnment of Education to providé technical support.
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