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BILL #: HB 613 

RELATING TO: Pharmaceutical Education Requirement 

SPONSOR(S): Representative Fiorentino 

TIED BILL(S): None. 

ORIGINATING COMMITTEE(S)/COUNCIL(S)/COMMITTEE(S) OF REFERENCE: 
(1) HEALTH REGULATION  YEAS 9 NAYS 0 
(2) COUNCIL FOR HEALTHY COMMUNITIES 
(3)       
(4)       
(5)       

 

I. SUMMARY: 
 
This bill provides that a pharmacist may take the required continuing education courses at any time 
within the 2 year licensure renewal biennium.  Current law requires pharmacists to complete 15 hours 
per year.  This change would require pharmacists to complete 30 hours every two years.  This change 
would make continuing education for pharmacists consistent with the other health care professions. 
 
The bill has no fiscal impact. 
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II. SUBSTANTIVE ANALYSIS: 

A. DOES THE BILL SUPPORT THE FOLLOWING PRINCIPLES: 

1. Less Government Yes [x] No [] N/A [] 

2. Lower Taxes Yes [] No [] N/A [x] 

3. Individual Freedom Yes [x] No [] N/A [] 

4. Personal Responsibility Yes [x] No [] N/A [] 

5. Family Empowerment Yes [] No [] N/A [x] 

For any principle that received a “no” above, please explain: 
 

B. PRESENT SITUATION: 

Section 465.009, F.S., currently requires pharmacists to complete 15 hours of continuing education 
every year.  The courses are approved by the Florida Board of Pharmacy.  The Department of 
Health may not renew a pharmacist license until the pharmacist provides satisfactory proof of the 
completion of these 15 hours annually. 

C. EFFECT OF PROPOSED CHANGES: 

The bill requires 30 hours of continuing education to be completed every two years (biennially), 
instead of 15 hours of continuing education to be completed every year (annually). 

D. SECTION-BY-SECTION ANALYSIS: 

See Effect of Proposed Changes. 

III.  FISCAL ANALYSIS & ECONOMIC IMPACT STATEMENT: 

A. FISCAL IMPACT ON STATE GOVERNMENT: 

1. Revenues: 

None. 
 

2. Expenditures: 

None. 

B. FISCAL IMPACT ON LOCAL GOVERNMENTS: 

1. Revenues: 

None. 
 



STORAGE NAME:  h0613a.hr.doc 
DATE:   January 9, 2002 
PAGE:   3 
 

 

2. Expenditures: 

None. 

C. DIRECT ECONOMIC IMPACT ON PRIVATE SECTOR: 

None. 

D. FISCAL COMMENTS: 

None. 

IV. CONSEQUENCES OF ARTICLE VII, SECTION 18 OF THE FLORIDA CONSTITUTION: 

A. APPLICABILITY OF THE MANDATES PROVISION: 

The bill does not require a city or county to expend funds or to take any action requiring the 
expenditure of funds. 

B. REDUCTION OF REVENUE RAISING AUTHORITY: 

This bill does not reduce the authority that municipalities or counties have to raise revenues in the 
aggregate. 

C. REDUCTION OF STATE TAX SHARED WITH COUNTIES AND MUNICIPALITIES: 

This bill does not reduce the percentage of state tax shared with counties or municipalities. 
 

V. COMMENTS: 

A. CONSTITUTIONAL ISSUES: 

None. 

B. RULE-MAKING AUTHORITY: 

None. 

C. OTHER COMMENTS: 

This change will provide more flexibility to pharmacists to take the necessary courses at times more 
convenient for them.   
 
This change would also make pharmacist continuing education consistent with the other health care 
professions. 
 
The Board of Pharmacy supports this bill. 

VI. AMENDMENTS OR COMMITTEE SUBSTITUTE CHANGES: 
 
None. 
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VII.  SIGNATURES: 
 
COMMITTEE ON HEALTH REGULATION:  

Prepared by: 
 

Staff Director: 
 

Wendy Smith Hansen Lucretia Shaw Collins 

 
 


