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ENROLLED
2002 Legislature HB 615, Second Engrossed

An act relating to federally qualified health
centers; creating the "Federally Qualified

Heal th Center Access Program Act"; providing

| egislative findings and intent; providing for
expansi on of federally qualified health centers
to provide conprehensive prinmary and preventive
health care services; providing for financial
assi stance to centers that neet specified
criteria; specifying that funds nust be used
for certain operating costs or capita

i mprovenent projects; providing contract

requi rements; providing for appoi ntnent of a
panel to review applications for financial

assi stance; providing responsibilities of the
Departnent of Health and the Florida

Associ ation of Conmunity Health Centers, Inc.;
providing for adm nistration of the program and
techni cal assistance to centers selected to
receive financial assistance; providing an

ef fective date.

Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Federally qualified health center access

program - -

(1) SHORT TITLE.--This section may be cited as the

"Community Health Center Access Program Act."

(2) LEG SLATI VE FI NDI NGS AND | NTENT. - -

(a) The Legislature finds that, despite significant

investnents in health care prograns, nore than 2 mllion

1

CODING:Words st+ieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




© 00 N o O W DN P

W WNNNNMNNMNNNMNNNNRRRERRPRPEPR R PR R
P O © 0 N O 00~ WNIERPLO O N DWNPER O

ENROLLED
2002 Legislature HB 615, Second Engrossed

| owincone Floridians, primarily the working poor and ninority

popul ations, continue to |l ack access to basic health care

services. Further, the Legislature recognizes that federally

qualified health centers have a proven record of providing

cost-effective, conprehensive prinmary and preventive health

care and are uniquely qualified to address the | ack of

adequate health care services for the uninsured.

(b) It is the intent of the Legislature to recognize

the significance of increased federal investnents in federally

gualified health centers and to | everage that investnent

through the creation of a programto provide for the expansion

of the primary and preventive health care services offered by

federally qualified health centers. Further, such a program

will support the coordination of federal, state, and | ocal

resources to assist such health centers in devel opi ng an

expanded comunity-based primary care delivery system

(3) ASSI STANCE TO FEDERALLY QUALI FI ED HEALTH
CENTERS. - - The Departnent of Health shall devel op a program for
t he expansion of federally qualified health centers for the

pur pose of providing conprehensive primary and preventive

health care services, including services that nmay reduce the

norbidity, nortality, and cost of care anong the uninsured

popul ation of the state. The program shall provide for

distribution of financial assistance to federally qualified

health centers that apply and denonstrate a need for such

assi stance in order to sustain or expand the delivery of

primary and preventive health care services. In selecting

centers to receive this financial assistance, the program

(a) Shall give preference to communities that have few

or no conmunity-based prinmary care services or in which the

current services are unable to neet the comunity's needs.
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(b) Shall require that prinmary care services be

provided to the nedically indigent using a sliding fee

schedul e based on i ncone.

(c) Shall allow innovative and creative uses of

federal, state, and |ocal health care resources.

(d) Shall require that the funds provided be used to

pay for operating costs of a projected expansion in patient

casel oads or services or for capital inprovenent projects.

Capital inprovement projects nmay include renovations to

existing facilities or construction of new facilities,

provided that an expansion in patient casel oads or services to

a new patient population will occur as a result of the capita

expendi tures. The departnent shall include in its standard

contract docunent a requirenent that any state funds provided

for the purchase of or inprovenents to real property are

conti ngent upon the contractor granting to the state a

security interest in the property at least to the anpbunt of

the state funds provided for at |least 5 years fromthe date of

purchase or the conpletion of the i nprovenents or as further

required by law. The contract nust include a provision that,

as a condition of receipt of state funding for this purpose,

the contractor agrees that, if it disposes of the property

before the departnent's interest is vacated, the contractor

will refund the proportionate share of the state's initial

i nvestnent, as adjusted by depreciation.

(e) May require in-kind support from ot her sources.

(f) May encourage coordi nation anong federally

qualified health centers, other private-sector providers, and

publicly supported prograns.
(4) EVALUATI ON OF APPLI CATI ONS. -- A revi ew panel shal
be established, consisting of four persons appointed by the
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Secretary of Health and three persons appoi nted by the chief

executive officer of the Florida Association of Community

Health Centers, Inc., to review all applications for financial

assi stance under the program Applicants shall specify in the

application whether the programfunds will be used for the

expansi on of patient casel oads or services or for capital

i nprovenent projects to expand and i nprove patient facilities.

The panel shall use the following elenents in review ng

application proposals and shall deternine the relative wei ght

for scoring and eval uating these el enents:

(a) The target population to be served.
(b) The health benefits to be provided.
(c) The nethods that will be used to neasure

cost -ef fecti veness.

(d) How patient satisfaction will be neasured.

(e) The proposed internal quality assurance process.

(f) Projected health status outcones.

(g) How data will be collected to neasure

cost-effectiveness, health status outconmes, and over al

achi evenent of the goals of the proposal

(h) Al resources, including cash, in-kind, voluntary,

or other resources that will be dedicated to the proposal
(5) ADM NI STRATI ON AND TECHNI CAL ASSI STANCE. - - The
Departnent of Health nay contract with the Florida Associ ation

of Community Health Centers, Inc., to administer the program

and provide technical assistance to the federally qualified

health centers selected to receive financial assistance.
Section 2. This act shall take effect July 1, 2002.
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