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HOUSE AMENDMENT
799- 121AXA- 21 Bill No. CS for SB 618, 1st Eng.

Amendnment No. _ (for drafter's use only)

CHAMBER ACTI ON
Senat e House

ORI G NAL STAMP BELOW

Representative(s) Cusack and Wles offered the foll ow ng:

Amendment to Amendment (870849) (with title amendment)
On page 24, between lines 4 and 5, of the anendnent

i nsert:
Section 25. dear indication of voter's choice on a

bal | ot . - -

(1) The standards to deternmine voter intent in a

manual recount as provided specifically by s. 102. 166, Florida

Statutes, are as provided in this section

(2) The following are guidelines for determ ning on an

optical scan voting systemwhether or not there is a clear

i ndi cation on the ballot that the voter has nade a definite

choi ce:
(a) Ballots nust be marked in pen or pencil.

(b) If aballot is marked with a color or device that

does not pernmit an accurate nmachine count, that vote shal

count .
(c) If avoter circles the oval or arrow next to a

candi date or issue, the vote for that candidate or issue shal
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count .

(d) If a voter circles or underlines the nane of a

candi date, the vote shall count for that candi date.

(e) |If a voter circles or underlines the nane of a

party next to a candidate's name, the vote shall count for

t hat candi dat e.

(f) If there is an "X," a check nark, a di agonal

hori zontal, or vertical mark, a plus sign, an asterisk, a

star, or any other mark that is substantially contained in the

oval, touching the oval or arrow, or within the bl ank space

between the head and tail of the arrow that clearly indicates

the voter intended the oval or arrow to be marked, that vote

shal | count.

(g) If a voter marks nore candidates than there are

positions to be elected for that office, the votes for the

candi dates of that office shall not count.

(h) |If a voter marks fewer candidates than there are

offices, the votes for all of those candi dates shall count.

(i) If a voter does not mark a candi date or issue, the

votes for other candi dates or issues on the sane ballot that

are validly nmarked shall be counted.

(j) |If a voter attenpts to correct the ballot in a way

that is clearly evident in the space where the voter could

indicate a ballot choice by conpleting the target area, and

the voter has clearly and properly voted for another candi date

or issue, the vote for the clearly and properly voted

candi date or issue shall count.

(k) |If a voter has indicated in a clear fashion that a

m st ake has been nade and has attenpted to correct it, hy

either an "X" or equivalent mark to cross out a choice, and

the voter has clearly and properly voted for another candi date
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or issue, the vote for the clearly and properly voted

candi date or issue shall count.

(1) If the voter has nmade one or nore stray marks that

are clearly unrelated to the voter's intent to vote for a

candi date or issue and the narks are visible in the read area

of the ballot, the marks shall not invalidate the ball ot.

(m |If the voter wites on the ballot in a way that

interferes with the ability of the automatic tabul ating

equi pnent to correctly read the ballot, and the witing is

clearly unrelated to the voter's intent to vote for a

candi date or issue, the witings shall not invalidate the
bal | ot .
(n) An otherwise valid vote cast for a wite-in

candi date shall not be invalid if the voting position on the
bal l ot marked "WRI TE-1 N CANDI DATE" for that office has not
been marked by the narki ng device.

(o) A nane witten on the secrecy envel ope or

el sewhere on the ballot that is not the name of a qualified

wite-in candidate for that office or is otherwise invalid

shall not be considered a wite-in vote for the purposes of

determining if an office has been overvoted.

(p) |If a voter casts a vote on the ballot and al so

provides for a wite-in candidate, it shall be treated as

foll ows:
1. If a voter casts a vote on a ballot and wites in

the sane candidate in the wite-in area, the vote shall count

for that candi date.

2. If a voter casts a vote on a ballot and wites in a

different candidate in the wite-in area, it shall be counted

as an overvote with neither candidate getting credit for a

vot e.
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3. If avoter wites in the nane of a person who is

not a qualified wite-in candidate, it shall be treated as if

the wite-in area was left blank for all purposes.

(q) Any abbreviation, msspelling, or other mnor

variation in the formof the nane of a candi date nust be

di sregarded in deternmining the validity of the ballot if it

can reasonably be deternined that the wite-in vote is for a

wite-in candi date who has qualified for that office

(r) \Where Florida |law requires that a candi date, such

as that of CGovernor, nust run on a tandemticket for an

office, the wite-in of the |last nane of the candi date for

Governor shall be sufficient to cast a wite-in vote for the

tandem of fice. This includes candi dates for President and

Vi ce President who have filed the oath for wite-in candi dates

and a list of electors equal to the nunber of Senators and

Representatives that Florida has in Congress. The wite-in of

the | ast nane of the candidate for President shall be

sufficient to cast a wite-in ballot for this type of tandem

of fice.
(s) |If an absentee ballot is signed by the voter in a

way that identifies the voter, the ballot shall count.

However, the ballot nust be duplicated to protect the

integrity of the voter's ballot.

(3) The following are guidelines for determ ning on a

di rect recording voting systemwhether or not there is a clear

i ndi cation on the ballot that the voter has nade a definite

choi ce:
(a) Any abbreviation, msspelling, or other mnor

variation in the formof the nane of a candi date nust be

di sregarded in deternmining the validity of the ballot if it

can reasonably be deternined that the wite-in vote is for a
4

iginal & 9 copies 03/ 20/ 0

09: 25 a

2
m 00618- 0026- 452865




© 00 N o O W DN P

W WNNNNMNNMNNNMNNNNRRRERRPRPEPR R R R
P O © 0 N O 00~ WNIRPLO O N DWNPER O

HOUSE AMENDVMENT
799- 121AXA- 21 Bill No. CS for SB 618, 1st Eng.
Anmendnent No. (for drafter's use only)

wite-in candidate who has qualified for that office

(b) VWhere Florida |law requires that a candi date, such

as that of CGovernor, nust run on a tandemticket for an

office, the wite-in of the |last nane of the candi date for

Governor shall be sufficient to cast a wite-in vote for the

tandem office. This includes candi dates for President and

Vi ce President who have filed the oath for wite-in candi dates

and a list of electors equal to the nunber of Senators and

Representatives that Florida has in Congress. The wite-in of

the | ast nane of the candidate for President shall be

sufficient to cast a wite-in ballot for this type of tandem

of fice.
(c) If avoter fails to electronically cast his or her

ball ot after voting, that ballot shall be cancell ed.

================ T | TLE A MENDMENT ===============
And the title is anended as foll ows:

On page 26, line 28, after the semi colon of the
amendnent

i nsert:

provi di ng standards for deternining the clear
i ndi cation of a voter's choice on a ballot;

2
m 00618- 0026- 452865




