Florida Senate - 2002 CS for SB 650

By the Committee on Governmental Oversight and Productivity;
and Senator Garcia

302-2304-02
1 Abill to be entitled
2 An act relating to public records; providing an
3 exenption from public-records requirenents for
4 information contained in the paternity registry
5 mai nt ai ned by the Departnent of Health;
6 providing for future |l egislative review and
7 repeal ; providing findings of public necessity;
8 providing a contingent effective date.
9
10| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
11
12 Section 1. Al infornmation contained in the paternity
13 | registry created pursuant to section 63.063, Florida Statutes,
14 | and nai ntained by the Departnent of Health is exenpt from
15| public disclosure pursuant to section 119.07(1), Florida
16 | Statutes, and Section 24(a), Article | of the State
17 | Constitution, except that certificates attesting to the
18 | results of a search of the paternity registry pursuant to
19 | chapter 63, Florida Statutes, may be disclosed as provided in
20 | chapter 63, Florida Statutes. This section is subject to the
21 | Open Government Sunset Review Act of 1995 in accordance with
22 | section 119.15, Florida Statutes, and shall stand repeal ed on
23 | Cctober 2, 2007, unless reviewed and saved from repeal through
24 | reenactnent by the Legi sl ature.
25 Section 2. The Legislature finds that it is a public
26 | necessity to exenpt frompublic disclosure all information
27 | contained in the paternity registry and nmai ntai ned by the
28 | Departnent of Health. The Legislature finds that it is good
29 | public policy to encourage putative fathers to register with
30| the paternity registry in order that they have the opportunity
31 to be nmade legally aware of petitions and hearings to
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ternminate their parental rights pendi ng an adoption. The

Legislature also finds that by providing |legal notice to

putative fathers, adoptions are less likely to be legally

di srupted. The Legislature further finds that the i nformation

required by the paternity registry reveals the exi stence of

inti nate sexual relations. Disclosure of this information

woul d likely have a negative effect on the likelihood that

putative fathers will register. Therefore, the Legislature

finds that any benefit that could occur from public disclosure

of the information in the paternity registry is outwei ghed by

the necessity to ensure the due process rights of putative

fathers.

Section 3. This act shall take effect on the sanme date
that CS/HB 775 or simlar legislation takes effect if such
| egislation is adopted in the sane |egislative session or an
ext ensi on thereof and becones | aw

STATEMENT OF SUBSTANTI AL CHANGES CONTAI NED | N
COW TTEE SUBSTI TUTE FOR
Senate Bill 650

Creates an exenption for information contained in the
paternity registry created pursuant to s. 63.063, F.S

Permts certificates attestlng to the results of a search of
the paternity registry to be disclosed

Creates a statenment of public necessity.
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