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By the Committee on Education |nnovation and
Representatives Ausley and Littlefield

1 Abill to be entitled

2 An act relating to students with disabilities;

3 creating s. 232.2464, F.S.; providing a

4 definition; providing eligibility for

5 accommpdations in taking the Florida

6 Conpr ehensi ve Assessnent Test or the Hi gh

7 School Conpetency Test required for high schoo

8 graduation; providing an exenption fromtaking

9 the test; providing for substitution of

10 coursewor k; providing requirenents for

11 eligibility for a standard hi gh school diplong;

12 providing for adoption of rules; providing for

13 fundi ng for accommpdati ons; providing an

14 ef fective date.

15

16 | Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

17

18 Section 1. Section 232.2464, Florida Statutes, is

19 | created to read:

20 232.2464 Students with disabilities; graduation

21 | requirenents. --

22 (1) For purposes of this section, "student with

23 | disabilities" neans any student with nental retardation

24 | hearing inpairnents including deafness, speech or |anguage
25| inpairnents, visual inpairnents including blindness, serious
26 | enoti onal di sturbance, orthopedic inpairnents, autism

27 | traumatic brain injury, other health inpairnents, or specific
28 | learning disabilities including, but not Ilinted to, dyslexia,
29 | dyscal culia, and aphasia, or any student who is hospitalized
30 | or honebound.

31
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(2) A student with disabilities shall be eligible for
accommpdations in taking the Florida Conprehensi ve Assessnent
Test (FCAT) or the Hi gh School Conpetency Test (HSCT) if such
accommpdations are allowed in the classroons or for testing.

Accommodati ons shall be consi dered all owabl e, valid, and

scoreable if they are used during classroominstruction or

assessnent and are identified in the student's Indivi dua

Education Pl an or 504 Pl an. A student who receives

accommpdati ons pursuant to this subsection is eligible for a

standard hi gh school dipl oma upon successful conpletion of

coursework required for graduation
(3) A student with disabilities whose disability is so
severe that it would be a major barrier to earning passing

scores on the FCAT or the HSCT shall be exenpt fromtaking the
FCAT or the HSCT if such exenption is identified in the
student's Individual Education Plan or 504 Plan. A student who

receives an exenption pursuant to this subsection is eligible

for a standard hi gh school dipl oma upon successful conpletion

of coursework required for graduation and denonstration of

conpet ency through alternative assessnent based on the
st andards used for the FCAT or the HSCT.

(4) A student with disabilities shall be eligible for
reasonabl e substitution of coursework for any requirenment for

hi gh school graduation and shall be eligible for a standard

hi gh school diploma if:

(a) Docunentation is provided that the student's

inability to neet the graduation requirenent is related to the

student's disability.

(b) Failure to neet the graduation requirenent does

not constitute a fundanental alteration in the nature of the

student's hi gh school program of study.
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1 (5) The Individual Education Plan teamor 504 Pl an

2| teamand the parents of a student shall be responsible for
3|identifying the accommpdati ons or exenption for a student with
4| disabilities for coursework and assessnent, including

5| statewi de assessnent, based on conpliance standards of the
6 | Anericans with Disabilities Act and the Individuals with

7| Disabilities Education Act and s. 228.041(18).

8 (6) The Florida Board of Education shall adopt rul es
9] to inplenent the provisions of this section and shall devel op
10 | substitute requirenents for high school graduation where

11 | appropriate.

12 (7) The Departnent of Education shall provide

13 | sufficient funding to enable each school district to provide
14 | appropriate accompdati ons for statew de assessnent for al
15| students with disabilities.

16 Section 2. This act shall take effect July 1, 2002.
17
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